Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 




2.^ 



■ r. 




f 



Vt 



V'* 



DANISH WEST INDIA ISLANDS. 



ACCOUNT 



I., 



VS AND 
SVA- 

L 



.iS; 



CIPATION AND 

«.SSBS. 



3X, 

THOXAA, W. t. 



.8SAU STREET. 






• - ■ - ■ * ' ■» 



-i*i 






^^ 



.-.-.-' 



-fi 



i t 



i_ rrr 



A HISTORICAL ACCOUNT 



OF 



S T. T H O M A S, W. I., 



WITH 



ITS RISE AND PROGRESS IN COMMERCE; MISSIONS AND 
churches; CLIMATE AND ITS ADAPTATION TO INVA- 
LIDS ; GEOLOGICAL STRUCTURE ; NATURAL 
HISTORY, AND BOTANY; 



TaND incidental WOTICES Of 



ST. CROIX AND ST. JOHNS; 



SLAVE INSURRECTIONS IN THESlff ISLANDS ; EMANCIPATION AND 
PRESENT CONDITION OF LABORING CLASSES. 



BY JOHN P. KNOX, 

PASTOB OF TBE BBFOKMBD DTTTCH CniTBCH, 8T. THOXAA, W. t. 



NEW YORK : 
CHARLES SCRIBNER, 145 NASSAU STREET. 

1852* 



Entered according to Act of Congreu Is Uie jtir 1859, bf 

CHAZLE3 BCBIBHEB, 

In a* Gerk'i OtBce of the DMrlet Court of th« United StatM tar the Sonthem 

IMitrtctofNewTort. 



Frinteilbr 
W. B£N£DIOT, 

)1 WmiMn Btieet 



PREFACE. 



The Author cannot admit the idea that *^ if a 
work be good it needs no apology ; if bad, it deaervee 
none." May there not be an intermediate state 
between good and bad to which circumstances doom 
the writings of many, and to which they would 
gladly have risen superior had it been in their power. 
He pleads such circumstances. Whilst the torrid 
zone is wonderfully adapted to the development of the 
animal and vegetable kingdoms, it is not prolific in 
books, nor distinguished for cerebral activity. Now 
the " Historical Account" has been produced within 
the tropics, and that too, in midsummer, with the 
thermometer continuously, day and night, at 82^. 
Besides the author's leisure hours could alone be 
employed for writing, which probably had been better 
devoted to rest from the severe labors of a profession 
and other engagements, which could not be slighted^ 
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Then why write ? To give pleasure to his restless 
mind, unhappy when unemployed; and to meet a 
want which had long been felt in the island. A con- 
nected History of St. Thomas, and of the important 
events which have transpired in her sister islands, 
had never been attempted. The very limited works 
of Host, Oldendorf, and Nissen, are incomplete, and 
the latter alone in English. The author has attempted 
to combine, then fill up the gaps and continue the 
history to the present time. He is conscious that his 
hook is still incomplete from inabiKty especially to 
examine the public records in Copenhagen, and has 
not, thereffH-e, presumed to call it a history. ' 

His description of the present state of St. Thomas, 
with his notices of St. Croix and St. John's, he hopes 
will not be unacceptable to the many strangers from 
Eur^e and the United States who visit these islands. 
Invalids especially may rely upon the information 
given concerning the climate. 

In his remarks upon the insurrection in St. Croix, 
emancipation in the islands and present state of the 
laboring classes, he has endeavored to express his 
views honestly and fully, as dictated by an impartial 
judgment and as the result of careful observation upon 
facts. 

The author avails himself of this oecasion to make 
his grateful ackncvwledgments to those gentlemen who 
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have assisted him in various ways as he has prepared 
his Work. They are especially due to Mr. Henry 
Krebs, for his tables on the temperature, and his cata- 
logue of plants. From the distinguished capabilities 
of this gentleman as a botanist, and the manner in 
which he has with the most unassuming modesty and 
indefatigable perseverance investigated the flora of 
the island, the utmost reliance can be placed upon 
the catalogue for scientific purposes. 

St. Thomas, W. I., Oct. 25ifh 1851. 
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. CHAPTEE L 

The Virgin IslandB— When discovered— The Caribs — Columbus names 
St. Croix and the Group — ^Brief Account of the Caribf — ^Their Num- 
ber — Expulsion from the more Northern Islands — Gradual and 
almost Total Extinction. 

To the north of the Windward Islands, and nearly east of 
Porto RicOj lies the Virgin Group. It consists, excepting 
Anegada, of a cluster of lofty islets and rocks, extending about 
twenty-four leagues east and west, and sixteen north and 
south. On approaching this group by the Sombrero, or Vir- 
gin's Passage, there is much in the general appearance of the 
islands to excite the most pleasing and lively emotions. 
Their blue summits rising one after another out of the ocean ; 
their picturesque outline, and still more picturesque group- 
ing ; their numerous channels, small bays, and rocky pro- 
jecting points ; these, with the rich tropical growth of trees 
and shrubs ; the lovely green of the cultivated estates ; the 
groves of palms in almost every valley, fringing the beach ; 
the white rolling surf; and the varying lights and shadows 
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from passing clouds, present views of extraordinary novelty, 
beauty, and even magnificence. 

"So freshly fair are everywhere the features of the scene, 
That earth appears a resting-place where angels might alight, 
[ As if sorrow ne'er a visitant in human breast had been. 

And the verdure of the summer months had never suffSered blight.'' 

There are few travellers, upon visiting the Virgin Islands, 
especially St. Croix, that will not accord to them the first 
rank among the gems of the ocean, for enchanting loveli- 
ness. 

They w«re discovered by Christopher Columbus during 
his second voyage to the West Indies, in 1493."^ On Sunday, 
the 3d of November, he arrived at Dominica, proceeded to 
Guadaloupe, where he remained a few days, and then north- 
ward, discovering and naming Montserrat, Kedondo, Anti« 
gua, San Martin, and arrived oS the Virgin Islands on 
Thursday the 14th. The weather proving boisterous, the 
Spaniards anchored on the same day at an island called by 
the Indians Ayay, and to which Columbus gave the name 
of St. Croix. They found it was inhabited by Indians simi- 
lar to those whom they had just seen at Guadaloupe, and 
whom they there called *' Caribes," having seen horrid evi- 
dences that they were cannibals. Among them, as in Guada- 
loupe, they observed captives who had been taken from 
other islands. These were the more peaceable Arrowauks, 
who had been apprehended at Porto Rico or its neighboring 

« Peter Martin, D. 1, L. 3, Hist, del Almirante, e. 47. Las Casas, 
Hist. Ind., c. 85 
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waters, and brought thence. How densely the island of 
St. Croix was inhabited by the Caribs is not stated. A 
village was discovered on shore, but mostly deserted by the 
men, who had fled at the approach of the Spaniards. 

It was whilst he lay at anchor at this island, that Colum- 
bus was made fully aware of the fierce and courageous 
jBpirit of these natives.* During the absence of the boat, 
which had been sent to the shore with twenty-five men to pro- 
cure water and obtain information, a canoe containing four 
men, two women, and a boy, coasting from a distant part of 
the island, came suddenly in full view of the ships. Their 
amazement at what they beheld, prevented them from see- 
ing the boat, which was now returning from the shore, and 
making towards them in order to capture the men. At 
first they attempted flight ; but this proving impossible, 
they took up their weapons and fearlessly attacked the 

9 

Spaniards. The women, as well as the men, plied their 
bows with such amazing vigor and rapidity, that, although 
the Spaniards were covered with their targets and other 
defensive armor, several of them were quickly wounded. 
To avoid their galling fire, their canoe was overset ; still, it 
was with no little difficulty and danger that some of them 
were secured, as they continued to defend themselves, and 
to use their bows with great dexterity while swimming in 
the sea. One of the Caribs died after being brought on 
board, having been transfixed by a spear ; and a few days 
afterwards, one of the Spaniards died from a wound 

* Herrera. Washington Irving's Hist. Columbus. 
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received from the poisoned arrows which the Caribs had 
used. 

Leaviug St. Croixf and pursuing his voyage, Columbus 
bore down to the Virgin Group already in sight to the 
north. The contiguity of the many islands and islets, the 
roughness of the sea in the narrow channels, and the dan- 
ger from hidden rocks, caused the Admiral to ^^ lay off" with 
his vessels. He, however, sent in a small caravel to reconnoi- 
tre, which returned with the report that there were upwards 
of fifty islands, and apparently uninhabited. To the largest 
of this group Columbus gave the name of *^ Santa 
Ursula/' and he called the others " the Eleven Thousand 
Virgins." 

Mr. Suckling, in his brief account of the Virgin Islands, 
says they were thus called by Sir Francis Drake, in 1580, 
in honor of Queen Elizabeth. Upon this point the author 
was evidently mistaken, as all the Spanish liistorians state 
that Columbus gave their name, ** Las Virgines," in allu- 
sion to the well-known legend in the Romish ritual of the 
11,000 virgins. 

The island at present called Virgin Gorda (Great Virgin) 
and sometimes Penniston or Spanishtown, was probably the 
one which Columbus named Santa Ursula. 

Whether St. Thomas and St. John's received their names 
at this time from Columbus, or were thus called afterwards 

« 

by some other Spanish voyager, has not been traced. 

That all the Virgin Islands were in possession of the Ca- 
ribs, as well as St. Croix, or at least visited by them on 
frequent occasions, there can be little doubt. They were 
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reported to Columbus as apparently uninhabited, but the 
Indians upon them might easily have withdrawn out of 
sight into the mountains or ravines, as the caravel passed. 
Their nearness to St. Croix, and the facility with which the 
Caribs could pass from them on their predatory excur- 
sions against the Arrowauks on Porto Kico, together 
with their abundance of fish, lead to the belief that, if 
they were not permanently inhabited, they were frequently 
resorted to as places of temporary residence for various 
purposes. 

In confirmation of this there is upon the island of St» 
John's, at Kip Bay, near a waterfall, and within a few 
minutes' walk from the beach, carvings of feces and othei 
designs upon the surface of a rock. 

Tlie carvings are £ftint, the faces the size of life, and can 
only be well made out by throwing water upon the 
surface. The surface of this carved rock lies nearly hori* 
xontal, and olose to the edge of the stream, which, has here 
formed by its washings in tim^s of heavy rains, a small pic- 
turesque ravine. The valley or flat, into which the ravine 
opens, roust have'forcned, before it was cleared and culti- 
vated, a beautiful grove* It may, therefore, have been the 
burial-place for their dead; and the imagination tries to 
throw around it the hallowed associations of a spot thus 
eonaecrated, and call up scenes of the past when these fierce 
warriors buried their dead out of their sight. But another 
thought intrudes, when standing in this valley, which, be-> 
cause of the striking feature in the character of the Caribs, 
takes possession of the mind to the exclusion of every other 
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suggestion. It is that here was the resort where they held 
their cannibal feasts on the slaughtered bodies of their ene* 
mies, or of those young captives whom they had kept and 
reared for that horrid purpose. 

How long after the discovery of these islands the Caribs 
continued to inhabit them, it is impossible to determine with 
accuracy. In 1596, when the Earl of Cumberland, on his 
way to attack Porto Rico, visited the Virgin Islands, he 
describes them as '< a knot of little islands, wholly uninha- 
bited, sandy, barren, and craggy.'* Nor is there any mention 
made by Du Tertre and others, when treating of the early 
settlement of St. Croix in the beginning of the 17th century, 
of the Caribs being then in that island. It appears that 
St. Croix was the only island north of St. Kitt's where the 
Caribs were known to reside in any large numbers, and in 
villages. It is probable that as soon as the Spaniards were 
well established in Porto Rico, the Caribs, seeing the treat- 
ment which the Arrowauks received at their hands, and 
having already felt their superiority, would leave a vicinity 
which threatened them all with captivity or extermination, 
and join the main body of the tribe in the Windward 
Islands. Such were their canoes and larger craft, as de- 
scribed by Pere Labat, that this migration could easily have 
been accomplished. Oldendorp, a German historian, says 
they were driven away from the Virgin Islands in the time 
of Charles V., about the year 1550, the emperor having 
ordered them to be treated as enemies and exterminated. 
This was the commencement of that war upon this extraor- 
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dlnary cannibal tribe of Indians, which afterwards did truly 
result in their extermination. 

Historians who treat of the Caribs, make but slight men- 
tion of their numbers throughout the Caribbean islands. 
That they were never very numerous, probably not num- 
bering over 50,000 in all, may be inferred from the fact that' 
they did not dwell in villages upon more than ten of these 
islands — St. Croix, St. Christopher's, Guadaloupe, Mariega- 
lante, Dominica, Martinico, St. Lucie, St. Vincent, and Gre- 
nada ; and that it was only by concentrating their numbers, 
although their fierce and courageous spirit rendered them 
formidable in war, that they could at all contend against the 
first English and French colonists. As Europeans increased 
in the Caribbean Islands, and their colonies gathered strength, 
the Caribs were either destroyed in their attacks upon the 
colonies, or .driven still further south until they were en- 
tirely confined to Dominica and St. Vincent's. These two 
islands, by several treaties, were given np to them from time 
to time ; but even there, as colonies were pushed into their 
midst, these brave savages gradually perished before the 
progress of civilization, and may now be considered as 
almost extinct. Their origin, whether from North or South 
America, their robust muscular frames, their warlike cha- 
racter in such strong and strange contrast with the Arrow- 
auks, their malignant hatred of this mild and peaceable 
tribe, their horrid cannibal customs, their unconquerable 
. determination to reject all attempts repeatedly made to 
' convert them to Christianity, their hostility to the Eng- 
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lish and French colonies established in their midst, have 
rendered them prominent among all the Indian tribes of 
the American continent^ and. attracted the attention of his- 
torians. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Caribbean Islands neglected by Spain — New Impulse to Colonial 
Commerce — ^Dutcb and English Vessels yisit the West Indies — Early 
Siettlement of English and Butch in St. Croix — Combat between 
Butch and English on St Croix-*-Dutch leave the Island — French 
Deserters leave the Island^English Colony broken up by the 
Spaniards — ^Dutch attempt to regedn St Croix — French take the 
Island and drive out the Spaniards. 

Thb Caribbee Islands, or that chain which reaches in 
the arc of a circle from the South American coast, north, 
until it joins on to Porto Rico, in its deflection towards the 
West, seem to have been entirely neglected by the 
Spaniards, after their discovery. Occasionally, however, 
they made search among them for gold, or descended upon 
them to attack the Caribs, in order to add to the number of 
their slaves in these colonies. 

St. Domingo had beoomeof great importance to Spain on 

account of its gold mines. Attempts were made to colonize 

« Cuba, Porto Rico, and Jamaica, by this nation, from 1508 

to 1510. The great kingdom of Mexico was subjected by 

Cortex, 151^^1521. Peru, Chili, and Qaito^ were oon- 

2* 
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quered by Pizarro, 1529 — 1535, and New Grenada in 1536. 
These colonies and conquests absorbed in the New World 
the attention of Spain, and left the Spaniards no time to 
consider islands of small importance. Gold and silver, 
moreover, were the great objects of their desire ; and hence 
search after and mining for these excluded all thoughts of 
agriculture or commerce, which could alone give any value 
to islands of limited extent. 

Ferdinand and Isabella had obtained from the Pope a 
grant to all the countries they had or might discover in the 
New World. The Spaniards thus claimed the Caribbee 
Islands, although their colonies did not reach east of Porto 
Rico. This hindered other nations, for many years, from 
turning their attention to the West Indies ; so that, prior to 
1600, but few vessels save those of the Spanish nation had 
ever visited these islands. Naval' expeditions had been 
fitted and sent out by the English against the Spanish 
colonies : private armed vessels had also cruised in and 
around the Caribbean Sea, to make depredations upon the 
Spanish ships; and some few merchantmen, especially of 
the Dutch, were occasionally touching at the Windward 
Islands for refreshment or traffic with the natives, on their 
way to trade with the Spanish settlements. 

At the beginning, however, of the 17th century, a new 
impulse and greater activity were given to colonial 
commerce. The Dutch led the way, and as early as 1602 
their East India Company was established, and their 
colonial system and success, in the East Indies, were 
rapidly developed and increased. They were soon followed 
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by the English. With this advancing state of commerce by 
these two maritime powers, increased attention was natu- 
rally drawn to the West Indies ; and, notwithstanding the 
determination of the Spaniards to exclude all other nations 
from navigating the seas on which their colonies were 
situated, enterprising individuals and companies, both among 
the Dutch and English, were sending their vessels to their 
islands, ]yirtly for the purpose of trade, and partly for 
observation and aggression. The French, also, about this 
time, were stirred up to share in the new impulse and 
extent which had been given to colonial enterprise and 
foreign commerce. Their vessels also began to visit the 
West Indies. 

How early attempts were made by individuals, or small 
parties of other European powers than the Spanish, to get 
a foothold upon the islands of the Caribbean Sea, we are 
not definitely informed. In 1623,* the first regular settlement 
whose history is recorded, was commenced on St. Christo- 
pher's by Mr. Thomas Warner, who had arrived there 
with fifteen companies from Virginia. The French came 
also to that island the same or the next year, and commenced 
a colony. That other islands had, however, been frequently 
visited long before this, and that deserters, or shipwrecked 
crews, or small enterprising parties, had taken up their 
abode at various places upon them, there can be no doubt. 

Whether St. Croix and St. Thomas were thus settled, and 
^ttled prior to St. Christopher's and Bafbadoes, has not been 

* B. EdwBidB. 
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traced. Bryan Edwards'*^ says that the Datch and English 
came to St. Croix in 1625 ; but, as he quotes no authority, 
we have been unable to determine whence he has derived 
his information. It is not likely, however, that both nations 
settled at the same time. One must have preceded the 
other ; and as the Dutch had established their West India 
Company as early as 1621, and were the first to trade in the 
Caribbean Sea, they had most probably landed first upon St. 
Croix, and even prior to the settlement of the English at 
St. Christopher's. 

The French author, Du Tertre,t in part confirms the very 
early settlement of St. Croix. He says, that for ** many 
years" prior to 1645, St. Croix was in possession of the 
Dutch and English, who had been joined by certain French 
refugees from the island of St. Christopher^s. 

Whence these Dutch and English came, we are equally 
at a loss to determine. If the settlement in St. Croix was 
made in 1625, or before that time, then they must have 
come direct from Euro|>e. If later, the English may have 
been of those who had been driven out of St. Christopher's 
by the Spaniards, under Don Frederik de Toledo, in 1629 ; 
and the Dutch of those expelled from the Brazils by the 
Spaniards and Portuguese, in 1626. 

That these first settlers had made considerable progress in 
the establishment of their respective colonies on St. Croix, 
and were engaged in agriculture and commerce, may be 
drawn from the fact that, in the year 1645, the population 

* Hist. West Indies, vol. i. p. 184. 
t Hiftoire des AntiUet, vol i p. 272. 
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numbered at least six hundred persons in al], and that they 
were governed by general officers appointed by the 
** Seigneurs" of their respective countries.* By " Seigneurs/' 
we suppose Du Tertre, from whom we derive the fact, 
alludes to the Directors of the Dutch West India Company , 
and such noblemen in England who had received letters- 
patent from Charles I. to possess certain of the West India 
Islands. 

The history of St. Croix now opens with a tragic event, 
which seems the precursor of those disastrous circumstances 
which that island experienced for a number of years.f In 
1645, the governor of the Dutch portion of the island had 
killed in his house, either designedly or by accident, M. de 
Brasebet, the governor of the English. Rochefort places 
this event in 1649, but he was evidently mistaken. Imme- 
diately the two parties seized their arms, and a furious 
combat ensued, in which the Dutch governor was so severely 
wounded that he died in a few days. Satisfied, after this 
ruthless encounter, so suicidal to their infant colonies, with 
tl^ blood that had been shed, the combatants withdrew to 
their respective quarters. The Dutch, upon the death of 
their governor, elected another in his place. The English, 
still breathing vengeance, under a pretence of settling all 
difficulties between the two parties, invited the Dutch 
governor to visit their colony. He complied, .under a 
promise of protection. This promise, however, was shame- 
fully violated. They seized his person, condemned him to 

* Du Tcrtre, vol, L p. 272. t Ibid. 



26 A HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF 

death in retaliation for the murder of their governor, and he 
was publicly shot. Concluding that there could be no 
longer peace between the two colonies established by 
different nations upon the same island, and which had now 
suffered so much at each other's hands, and being no doubt 
the weaker party, the Dutch determined to abandon the 
island. They retired almost immediately to St. Eustatius 
and St. Martin's, which were then colonized by their nation. 
There had been associated with the Dutch on their quarter 
of the island, one hundred or one hundred and twenty 
French, nearly all deserters from the Island of St. Christo- 
pher. These, if they had not assisted, had sympathized 
with the Duich in their quarrel. Fearing, in consequence, 
bad treatment at the hands of the English after the depar- 
ture of the Dutch, they asked permission of the English 
commander to withdraw to one of the French islands. 
Their request was granted, and they took passage in an 
English ship of about three hundred tons burden, com- 
manded by Capt. Thomas Paul. They agreed to give 
him their plantations of manioc, provided he would carry 
them to Guadaloupe. Here they arrived safely in the month 
of July, and were cordially received and protected by the 
governor, M. Hoiiel. They complained to this governor of 
their treatment in St. Croix, whereupon Capt. Paul was 
seized and imprisoned, and afterwards, by order of the 
" Procureur Fiscal," his vessel and cargo were condemned 
and sold, and ultimately confiscated. " This unrighteous 
procedure," says Du Tertre, ** made considerable Roise in 
England, France, and the Islands." It was done to indem- 
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nify the French for their losses in St. Croix, and the only 
pretext for the seizure was that the vessel was an armed 
privateer, and without regular papers. 

The English now remained sole masters of St. Croix. 
Their colony made rapid strides in prosperity, and in a few 
years their numbers were greatly increased. They were 
soon, however, in their turn, to suffer under the aggression 
of a superior power.* The Spanish government at Porto 
Rico, becoming alarmed at having so prosperous a colony 
at their very doors, sent twelve hundred men in ^ve ships, 
on the 10th of August, 1650, to break up the settlement, 
drive out the intruders, and take possession of the island. 

Although a treaty had been concluded between Spain and 
England in 1630, the first article of which <* stipulated that 
there should be peace between the crowns and their 
respective subjects in all parts of the world,*^ Spain, still 
arrogating to herself the right over all the territories which 
she had discovered on the new hemisphere, violated this 
treaty in this unjust attack upon St. Croix, and made her 
share the fate of St. Christopher's and Tortuga, which had 
been destroyed by her tyrannical forces. This was the more 
aggravated, as the destruction of these colonies had mainly 
led to the treaty. • 

It may be here remarked that it was this aggrandizing, 
warring spirit, on the part of the Spaniards in the West 
Indies, against all nations, which led to the buccaneering 
enterprises so long conducted against them by the English, 
Dutch, and French. And, as the Spaniards were often 

* Du Tertre, vol. i. p. 448. 
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cruel in their attempts to expel these nations from the 
American seas and islands, they brought down upon them- 
selves a hostility aggravated by revenge, and a perpetual 
aggression upon their ships and colonies, fierce, bloody, and 
destructive* From the greater strength, however, of the 
Spaniards in the West Indies, added to their bigotry and 
avarice, they could always retaliate with tenfold severity. 
Continuing their persecutions, especially towards the 
English, of which the invasion of St. Croix was a marked 
case, Cromwell was ultimately induced to take those 
rigorous measures against them in 1655, which resulted in 
the taking of Jamaica. These measures have not always 
been justly considered, and have been too harshly con- 
demned even by English historians themselves. 

The Spaniards made their descent upon St. Croix by 
night. So sudden and unexpected was the attack, thi^t the 
English were taken by surprise. Twenty-six of their num- 
ber were murdered in cold blood upon the spot,* and others 
would have shared the same fate had not the alarm been 
spread, and they were enabled to save themselves by flight. 
The next day, a few prisoners having been taken, two of 
their number were sent to the fugitives and those residing 
in the interior, with the thre^it that if all did not leave the 
island in three Weeks, no quarter would be given, not even 
to their women and children. The English, who had not 
expected a proposition so favorable, received it with joy, 

* B. Edwards says, vol. i- p. 184, that " the Spaniards exterminated 
every inhabitant that fell into their hands, murdering, as at Tortuga, 
even the women and childrca." 
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and promptly sent to St. Christopher's, entreating the Eng- 
lish general there to send vessels to their aid, by which 
they might embark their families and goods. Their request 
was immediately granted, and the remaining English left 
the island. 

The Dutch having been informed of the overthrow of the 
English, and that they had abandoned the island, presuming 
also that the Spaniards had returned to Porto Rico, at once 
resolved to regain those possessions from which they had 
been expelled. Most rashly, a small force was embarked on 
board two vessels from St. Eustatius, and they set sail for 
St. Croix. Their measures were not only rashly taken, but 
badly prosecuted. Having arrived aS the island, they took 
no precaution to reconnoitre to see if the Spaniards were 
still in possession, but dropped anchor directly under the 
fortress and proceeded to land. Their worse than folly 
resulted as the least reflection. might have anticipated. A 
garrison of sixty Spaniards had been left to hold the fortress, 
■ These brought their guns to bear upon the vessels, and then 
detached a party to encounter the Dutch aa they should 
land. The boats had no sooner touched the shore, and 
those who were in them landed, than a volley of destructive 
musketry swept death into their midst. Many were killed, 
and no resistance being offered, ten were taken prisoners, 
and the rest fled into the forests. Here they were ulti- 
mately pursued, and many shot. 

The French in St. Christopher's had received, at the same 
time with the Dutch, information of the destruction of the 
in&nt colony in St. Croix. M. de Poincy, knight of St. 
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John's, lieutenant-general over the French West India 
Islands, ambitious to let no opportunity escape of extending 
the limits of French domiiiion and augmenting the glory of 
his nation by warlike enterprises, determined simultaneously 
with the Dutch "to take possession of the island. His plans 
were laid with more judgment than theirs. He chose one 
hundred and sixty of the bravest men of St. Christopher's, 
and embarked them in two vessels. The command of the 
expedition wa9 given to M. de Vaugatan, with orders to 
establish themselves upon St. Croix, having driven out the 
Spaniards, and taken possession of the fortress in the name 
of the king. The two vessels agreed that when they should 
arrive off the island they would rendezvous at a place about 
a league from the fortress, not being assured that the Span« 
iards had left. The smaller vessel, unfortunately, which 
had on board thirty-five or forty men, was separated from the 
other, and being driven by the wind past the fortress, drop- 
ped anchor a little beyond it. The soldiers were immedi- 
ately landed, and the officer who had them in charge, sup- 
posing that their commander, with the rest of the force, was 
at the place of rendezvous, marched to join him. The 
Spaniards had seen the vessel pass, and fudging that they 
were enemies, watched their movements, and sent a de- 
tachment to lie in ambush and cut them off as they should 
advance. The French fell into the snare; and although 
they fought bravely, killing many of the Spaniards, were cut 
to pieces— only three or four surviving the unequal contest.- 
M. de Vaugalan having waited three days for the other ves- 
sel, and hearing nothing of her, resolved to land with his 
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force, and attack the Spaniards. With only sixty-five men, 
he posted himself a short distance from the fort, and drew 
up his little company in order of battle. The Spaniards 
were now summoned to surrender. They asked three days 
to deliberate. Upon this the French advanced still closer 
to the fort, under cover of a small hill, and again demanded 
a surrender. The Spanish commander, supposing the 
French were a company of adventurers, and in need of pro- 
visions and refreshment, sent them a cow and a quarter 
cask of Madeira. The only answer, however, to this peace- 
offering was another summons, accompanied by the threat 
that if the fort was not surrendered in two hours, the place 
would be taken by assault, and no quarter given. The 
Spaniards, not knowing the strength of the French, at 
length capitulated, left the fort with their arms and baggage, 
and embarked in a vessel which had been given them, for 
Porto B'ico. The French found the Dutch prisoners, who 
were the remnant of their unfortunate expedition, confined 
in the fort. These they released, and shortly after, sent 
them to St. Eustatius. St. Croix had thus passed succes- 
sively under the power of three nations in a very short pe- 
riod, and the year 1650 is thus made memorable in its early 
history. Had the English colony been sufiered to remain, 
it would no doubt have proved one of the brightest gems 
among their island possessions. The destruction of this 
colony by the Spaniards would no doubt have aroused the 
indignation of the British government,' and speedy redress 
been sought ; but that government was involved at the time 
in a civil war, which allowed but little attention to be paid 



82 A HISTORICAI* AGCOVNT OF 

to foreign affairs. The expelled coloniifts, however, had 
made their loud complaint, and as soon as Cromwell was 
well seated in power, seeing that his coimtry had been out- 
raged time, and again by the perfidy of the Spaniards, in 
murdering and cruelly persecuting her subjects in the West 
Indies, and robbing them of their possessions, and now con- 
tinuing thus to act in the very face of a treaty, concluded to 
arrest such unrighteous procedures. He declared war 
against Spain in 1655, and wrested frotia. her possession Uie 
valuable island of Jamaica. 
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CHAPTER III. 

£ftablislimeDt of the Fnaeh Colony in St. Croix^-Its MisfortunM— Th« 
Island sold by the French West India Company to the Knights of 
Malta — Continued History of the Colony — ^Knights of Malta sell the 
Island to a new French Company — ^The]Eing of France takes over 

the Island — Island abandoned by the French. 

• 

As soon as M. de Poincy] heard the success of his enter- 
prise, he sent 300 men to found a colony upon St. Croix, 
and appointed M. Auger governor. This occurred towards 
the close of 1650. It was an ungenerous step on the part 
of M. de Poincy thus to pass by the services of M. de 
Vaugalan, and supersede him in a command to which %e 
was justly entitled « He was so much disappointed by the 
proceeding that he died of grief in the beginning of the 
next year. The settlement proved at once very unhealthy. 
Three governors in succession, and two thirds of the colo- 
nists, died the first year. In order to arrest the mortality 
which was so rapidly thinning their numbers — a mortality 
which arose from the dense and aged forests that covered 
the island, scarcely afibrding an opportunity for the winds to 
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carry off the poisonous vapors with which its morasses 
clogged the atmosphere — the colonists who remained, set fire 
to the woods, and going on board their ships, became specta- 
tors of the conflagration. They returned on shore after the 
flames were extinguished. 

M. de Poincy, notwithstanding the discouragements and 
trials which arose to his infant colony from the unhealthi- 
ness of the climate, conceived the hope that as St. Croix 
was one of the largest, most beautiful, and fertile islands 
inhabited by the French, it would become, in the course of 
time, under vigorous measures, one of ^e most flourishing, 
populous, and productive. He accordingly spared no effort 
or expense to force it to the highest point which could ren- 
der the colony celebrated and attractive. He sent thither, 
frpm St. Christopher's his best friends, and required all that 
could possibly do it to go and settle upon the ishind. . He 
committed, however, grievous faults. All commerce with 
St. Croix was restricted to the French West India Company, 
and heavy taxes were imposed upon the colonists. This 
was not so ^)uch the error of the lieutenant-general as of 
tlft company, which, through an inordinate lust of gain, be- 
came unjust and even cruel towards its colonies. Dissatis- 
faction soon arose as an inevitable consequence, and dissen- 
sion increased. The inhabitants encouraged a contraband 
trade with the Dutch, who were selling provisions and mer- 
chandise on far more moderate terms than any of those 
nations who were trading to the West Indies, and with 
whom the French especially could not compete. The Com- 
pany sank into a state of total inaction, not only towards 
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St. Croix, but all their West India possessions. Being de- 
prived of most of their profits, whilst their expenses were 
yearly increasing, and their affairs becoming very soon still 
more involved, to prevent a total rain, they put their posses- 
sions up to auction, and they were mostly bought by their 
respective governors.* In 1651, the Knights of Malta 
bought St. Christopher's, St. Martin, St. Bartholomew, Tor- 
tuga, and St. Croix, for 120,000 livres, which were paid down 
by the Commandant de Poincy from his individual revenues 
of two Commanderies, which he held as a Knight of Malta, 
in France. The principal right, therefore, to these islands 
was held by himself; and he continued to hold it, meeting all 
the extraordinary expenses laid out, especially upon St. 
Croix, out of his revenues from France, until 1653. In 
that year he granted all his possessions in the West Indies 
to the Knights of Malta, on condition that he might be per- 
mitted to dispose of the rest of his property as he saw fit. 
This religious order thus becoming the proprietors of the 
various islands purchased in their name by M. de Poincy, 
and now devised to them by him, their full possession and 
dominion were confirmed by a royal concession made in 
March, 1653, and signed by Louis XlV.t The object of this 
concession to the Knights of Malta was that " an establish- 
ment might be formed by them in the West Indies for the 
service and defence of Christianity, and for the conversion 
of the savages to the Catholic religion." They were to 
bold the islands, however, in fief of the crown, and were 
not allowed to entrust any with their government but a 

* A. Raynal, vol. iv. p. 164. f Du Tertw, vol. i. p. 458. 
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Frenchman. M. de Poincy continued as lieutenant-general 
over the islands. 

Although St. Croix had thus changed masters, passing 
first under the control of M. de Poincy and afterwards 
under the authority of the Knights of Malta as proprietors, 
the downward tendency of its affairs was not checked. To 
such an extent had dissatisfaction arisen on account of sick- 
ness, the restrictions of their commerce, and consequent 
hindrances in the way of agriculture, that when M. de 
Poincy, in 1657, sent the Chevalier de la Mothe in a vessel 
loaded with merchandise and all things necessary for the 
colony, the most disaffected of the inhabitants, thinking this 
a favorable opportunity to abandon the island (a step which 
they had contemplated for some time), seized the ship, put 
the Chevalier in irons, and to the number of two hundred 
embarked on board, and left the island. Not daring to go 
to St. Christopher's, it is supposed they sailed to the Brazils, 
and settled there. 

Thus frustrated in his designs, but not wishing to abandon 
his hopes of the favorite island, M. de Poincy, in 1759, chose 
a young gentleman by the name of Du Bois as governor of 
St. Croix ;* believing that by his energy, courage, and affabil- 
ity, for all of which he was remarkable, he would restore 
the untoward affairs of the colony to a more prosperous con- 
dition. Du Bois accepted the appointment on condition that 
the restrictions on commerce should be removed, and that four 
hundred m£n should accompany him from St. Christopher's 
to put the island in a state of defence against the Spaniards 

* Du Tertre, vol. iii. p. 116. 
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^f Porto Rico. His conditions were acceded to, and a 
portion of the required men furnished with the promise thai 
the remainder wonld be sent in six months. Da Bois 
sailed for St. Croix in April, 1659* He found, on his arri- 
val, but forty or fifty men capable of betting arms, and 
these entirely without discipline. His arrival, however, 
revived the drooping hopes of the colonists, and the first 
few months of his government were so successful, that th^ 
island began to be repeopled, and give hopes of futarO'^tros- 
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perity. 

M. de Poincy died immediately after Da fiois sailed for 
St. Croix, his last act showing that his hopes still clung to 
that islaiid. He was succeeded in his office by Chevalier de 
Sales, who had be^n appointed as his successor by the ELnights 
of Malta, and who had been for some time in St. Chri^to^ 
]^faer'S| waiting the demist of M. de Poincy. 

Du Bois falling sick in St. CrcHX, he was obligM to 
return lo St. Christopher's. Commandant de Sales renewed 
his appointment, which was -afterwards confirmed by thft 
Knights of Malta, as they considered him the restorer of the 
island. In 1661 he returned to his government with another 
reinfotcement of colonists. The island now again rejoiced 
IB prosperity and a greiitly increased population. There 
ifcrere 600 men capable of bearing utmi ; and with renewed 
activity in agriculture, the liiost sanguine hopes were ^ntei- 
tained that the colony would realize all that had been expected 
of it, and reward those who had so liberally exerted them- 
selves in its behalf. 

Unfortunately, in this year, a severe drought prevailed in 
8 
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St. Christopher's and St. Croix. The inhabitants of both 
Islands were redjjced to the greatest extremity, especiaUy in 
St. Croix, where they were still in a measure dependent on 
St. Christopher's for supplies. Heavy rains succeeding the 
drought, more Uian half of the inhabitants fell sick, and 
many died. Troubles and discontent again arose ; and had 
it not been for the mild but energetic government of Da 
Bois, the island would have fallep back to its former state 
of poverty and misery. After this severe trial was passed, 
he continued to sustain the colony with some degree of pros- 
perity until the island again passed into the hands of other 
proprietors. 

In 1664, after the wonderful revolution effected in France 
under the wise and vigorous measures of Colbert, minister 
of finances to Louis XIV., to whose talents, activity, and 
enlarged views, that nation owes the universal development 
and the rapid progress of her industry and commerce, a 
commercial company was again established to trade with 
the West Indies. To this company the king loaned con* 
siderable sums. Influenced and directed by Colbert, the 
directors purchased, in 1665, the privileges and possessions 
of the Knights of Malta in the West Indies, for 500,000 
French livres. This included St. Croix, and thus the 
island was again to be subjected to a company after it had 
been held by the religious order fourteen years. The policy 
of this new company was the same as that which had pre- 
viously existed. Commerce, restricted to themselves, was 
the rock upon which they split. The island as a conse« 
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quence could not flourish as it would naturally have done, 
under more favorable circumstances. 

Da Bois was continued as governor, and a chart pre- 
pared by him shows that a very large part of the island 
was under culture. The names of ninety estates are laid 
down. 

In 1674 the new company becoming deeply involved, 
mainly through the dishonesty of agents, the king of France 
paid off their debts, restored their capital, and took over the 
island as a part of his dominions. Still the change wrought 
no relief! &nd the colony dragged on, maintaining its exist- 
ence for twenty years. At length the farmers of the reve- 
nue complaining that the trade of St. Croix with foreign 
powers greatly diminished the revenue derived from the 
island, and the governor of St. Domingo, who was aggran- 
dizing his colony at the expense of others, entreating that 
the colony of St. Croix might be added to that of St. Do- 
mingo, it was determined to abandon the island. This 
determination was taken and carried into effect in 1695. 
There were at the time no more than 147 white persons, 
men, %omen, and children, and 623 slaves upon the island ; 
80 greatly had its late prosperity waned under an unenlight- 
ened system of commerce. Three vessels and several 
transports were sent from St. Domingo for the removal of 
the colony. "When they arrived, and the order was given 
for all to embark, great dissatisfaction was manifested by 
the colonists, but there was no relief. After sacrificing 
many of their effects by selling them greatly below their 
value to the subaltern officers, who preten<3ed that there was 
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no room for them on board the ships, and leaving behind 
their horses, horned cattle, and sheep, they set fire to their 
houses, and sailed for St. Domingo. 

Strange procedure on the part of the French Government 
thus to abandon an island so fertile, its rich soil having 
yielded tobacco, cotton, indigo, and sugar, and after the im- 
mense sacrifice of treasure and life which the colony had 
cost! The court of France could not have been well 
advised of the island as a colonial possession. 

Before closing this chapter, a brief mention is due to the 
labors of those priests who sought the spiritual welfare of 
this colony under its many changes and varied conditions.* 
With the original settlers from St. Christopher's, immediately 
after the island passed into the possession of the French, 
went two Jesuit priests ; one died shortly after his arrival, 
and the other was obliged to retire on account of sickness^ 
Various other laborers of different orders continued to visit 
the island from time to time, performing the sacred duties 
appertaining to their office; but few, however, remained 
permanently, and those who did were soon removed by 
death. When Du Bois was appointed governor, lnving 
learned the long destitute condition of the colony regarding 
the privileges of Christianity, he made arrangements for the 
establishment of a permanent mission. Regular articles 
were drawn up between the Governor General, M. de Sales, 
and Fathers Beaumont and Du Bois, in which it was stipu*" 
lated that the mission should have land sufiicient for its pur- 
pose, a revenue of 4000 pounds of sugar for each missionary 

« Du Terttc, vol. iiL ^ 303. 
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and 5000 pounds for the head of the establishment, the colo- 
nists were to furnish each missionary with ten negroes, the 
missionaries were to hunt and fish throughout the whole 
island, and they were to be exempt from all taxation. The 
fathers who formed this mission and entered upon their work, 
were Du Bois and Le Clerc. Both labored with great 
assiduity for some time in their office. At length Father 
Du Bois being fond of controversy, left the island and visited 
the English and Dutch colonies at Antigua and elsewhere, 
seeking for heretics, in order to convert them to the Catholic 
faith. The pious Du Tertre says he had " marvellous fruit 
in his labors." His mission, thus established, continued to 
be regularly supplied with missionaries until the colony was 
broken up. It was then removed with the colonists to 45t. 
Domingo, and with it the eighty slaves which belonged to 
the establishment, and the works of their sugar estate. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

St. Thomas — ^Notices of the Island by Historians before permanently 
Settled — ^The Dutch, first permanent Settlers — ^Taken from them hy 
the English — Danes find it uninhabited — ^Buccaneers never in poi^ses- 
juon^-Danish West India Company constituted^t colonizes St. 
Thomas — Ordinance of first Governor — Estates laid, out and occupied 
— Slaves brought from Africa — Stringent laws to regulate their 
conduct. 

When and by whom St. Thomas was first settled, can- 
not be traced with any certainty. That its safe and com- 
modious harbor early attracted the first navigators of the 
Caribbean Sea, especially the Dutch, as a port of refuge, or 
a place of repair and refreshment, there can be little doubt. 
It has been already remarked that, in Hakluyt's Collection 
of Voyages, the Virgin Islands are described as wholly unin- 
habited in 1 596. It may be conjectured, however, that at 
the time the Dutch and English settled in St. Croix in 
1625, or about that time, some individuals may have taken 
up their abode upon St. Thomas. The nearness of the 
islands, and the superiority of the harbor of St. Thomas over 
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any of those in St. Croix, strengthens this idea. Da Tertre, 
in his history,* partly confirms the supposition. He relates 
that M. de Poincy, in 1647, wishing to rid himself of certain 
influential and obnoxious persons in St. Christopher's, who 
had been the friends of M. de Thoisy, gave out that he pur- 
posed to form a settlement upon the Virgin Islands. His at- 
tention had been called to these islands by John Finart, 
who^ having made several voyages there, reported that, upon 
the largest, he had found a plantation of potatoes and ma- 
nioc entirely deserted. For this island he constrained the 
most disaffected. of his enemies to embark on board Finart's 
vessel, to the number of sixty-six. The plantation was 
found to be on Crab Island, where the English had com- 
menced a settlement ; but the fact coming to the knowledge 
of the Spaniards in Porto Rico, they had made a descent 
upon it and murdered every person, not even sparing the 
women. The French, upon their arrival, found the dead 
bodies scattered in various places. They soon suffered in 
like manner at the hands of the Spaniards. An expedition 
was fitted out against them as soon as they had landed, a 
desperate battle was fought, and the French being over- 
come, the remnant of their number saved themselves by 
flight to the hills. The Spaniards, on retiring, burned 
their effects, carried off their vessel, and left them to their 
fate. Suffering after this the most dreadful privations, and 
seeing no hope of subsistence in their destitute condition, 
five of the most hardy built a canoe, with the determination, 
if possible, to reach some colony which might exist on the 

• Vol. i. p. 401. 
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neighboring islands. Tliey committed their frail vessel to 
the ocean, and steering] towards the east, arrived at St. 
Thomas. Here they found evidences that a settlement had 
once existed upon the island, for oranges, citrons, limes, and 
bananas, were growing in abundance. Having refreshed 
their exhausted frames with the fruit, and remained five 
days, they again embarked, and were picked up at sea by a 
passing vesseU 

From this account, it appears that, prior to this period — 
1647 — there. had evidently been persons living upon St. 
Thomas. Why they had left can only, be conjectured. 
Fear of the Spaniards after the murder of the English on 
Crab Island, or the driving out the Dutch from St. Croix by 
|he English in 1645, may have led them to go over to that 
island. 

Oldendorp, in his History* of the Moravian Missions in the 
Danish West India Islands, conjectures that when the 
Dutch were driven out of St. Croix, they went over to St. 
Thomas. But Du Tertre, as we have seen, says they re- 
tired to St. Eustatins and St. Martin's. It is seen, too, that 
they were- not found by the French wanderers upon the 
island in 1647. 

B^ochefort in his work,* written in the year 1657, describes 
the Virgin Islands, but only makes mention of San Crero(?) 
as inhabited. He says, also, " the Spaniards often visit 
them for the purpose of catching the numerous fish which 
abound in their channels and bays. There are also an infi- 
nite number of beautiful land and sea birds upon them. 
* Oldendorp^ Hist. p. S3. « Hist, des Antill, p. 61. 
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But there is so little good soil, that after cultivation had 
been tried, and the islands thoroughly explored, thsy had 
not been considered fit for settlements." As he makes no 
allusion to the settlement of Dutch buccaneers at Tortola, 
commenced in the year 1648, there might have*been other 
of the Virgin Islands inhabited, and he not aware of the fact. 

The next mention of St. Thomas is by Louis Holberg; the 
Danish Shakspeare and historian. He records in his history 
that in the time of Frederick III., a certain master of a ship 
called " Erric,'' from the West Indies, died and was buried 
on the island in 1666; 

Host, another writer upon St. Thomas,* who records the- 
above fact, conjectures that iq this year, 1566, the island 
was inhabited by Hollanders and Caribs — ^the Hollandwa 
being refugees from other islands. He was certainly in 
error as it regards the Caribs, for they bad long since been 
expelled by the Spaniards. Concerning the Dutch as then 
inhabiting the island, he was correct. But when they had 
settled he does not state, nor have we been able to trace the 
fact.' It must, however, have been some time between the 
years 1657 and 1666. 

In 1667, when the English took from the Dutch St. Eus- 
tatias and St. Martin's, St. Thomas was included in the 
capture. Finding that the two former islands were more 
fertile^ they abandoned St. Thomas for them, compelling all 
the colonists to remove their effects and even their dwell- 
ings thither. The island now remained uninhabited until 
1671. 

* Hist. St. Thomas, p. 0. 
3* 
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It is the general opinion of many of the inhabitants of St. 
Thomas, that the island was at one time possessed by the 
buccaneers. Three old towers, one within the walls of 
Christian's fort, and the other two upon hills to the east and 
north of the town, have mainly given rise to this idea. The 
romantic names even of "Black Beard*s" and "Blue 
Beard's" castles have been given to the towers on the hills, 
and they are pointed out as such to strangers visiting the 
island. As they form a very prominent part of the pic- 
turesque panorama of the surrounding scenery on entering 
the harbor, with their bold outline against the sky, and the 
.light streaming through their embrasures, the account is 
readily believed, for the imagination is already busy at work 
with them to fill up the pleasing effect of the view upon the 
mind. Truth must deal sometimes sadly with romance, and 
it really seems a pity to rob some of the community at least 
of their cherished ideas of the buccaneers. The tower 
within Christian's fort was indeed (according to ^tradition) 
found on the island when the Danes took possession, but it 
could only have been built by the Dutch, who had been set- 
tled upon the island but a few years before they were com- 
pelled in 1667 to remove with the English to other islands. 
There is not a vestige of history to be found which states 
that the buccaneers were ever in possession of the island. 
The two towers to which the awful names are given, were 
built by the peaceable colonists after Denmark had got pos- 
session of the island, the one on Government Hill about 
the year 1690, and the other to the east of the town, some 
little time previous to the year 1700. 



ST. THOMAS, W. I. 47 

Having been groping our way in the dark, hitherto, in 
regard to the history of St. Thomas, we come with more 
pleasure to what can be written without conjecture. 

Wishing to share in the colonial and commercial enter- 
prise of the seventeenth century, the Danes fornied, at Co- 
penhagen, the West India and Guinea Company, on the 
11th March, 1671, and in the same year took possession of 
St. Thomas as uninhabited. The English governor of the 
Leeward Islands, Charles Wheeler, objected to this posses- 
sion, claiming the island for England by the right of con- 
^[uest, as the English had wrested it from the Dutch in 
1667. Colonel Stapleton, the successor of Governor 
'Wheeler, renewed the objection'. Christian V., of Den- 
mark, having made a representation of the facts in the case 
to the kmg of England, through his envoy, .Marcus Gioe, 
Charles II. issued an order to Colonel Stapleton, command- 
ing him not to interfere with the Danes in their possession 
of St. Thomas, as his subjects had freely abandoned the 
island. v 

The framers of the Danish West India and Guinea Com- 
pany were Jens Jnul, baron, Peter Pedersen Lerke, count, 
and Hans Nansen, bishop. On the 16th March, they pub- 
lished that the directors should be six in number, and have 
at least 2000 rix-dollars invested in the company, and that 
100 rix-dollars would constitute a shareholder. On the Slst 
of August following, the directors despatched the " Golden 
Crown," Captain Arent Henricksen, to St. Thomas, and on 
the 20th October, << The Pharoah.'' In the latter had em- 
barked Jorgen Iversen, the first governor. The Pharoah 
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did not arrive at St. Thomas until 23d May, 1672. The 
governor on his arrival found a goodly number of colonists 
already attracted to the island, and engaged in agriculture. 
They were principally Dutch, probably of those who had 
be^n formerly compelled to abandon the island, ai^d whp 
had now returned to their estf^tes. Of this early prosperity 
of the colony, and the favorable circumstances under which 
i( wa9 commenced, wc ^ave confirmation in the first order? 
which were issued by (rovernor Iversen, dated August 8th, 
1672, at *< Christianas fort.*' We may here remark that this 
fort must have been already built f|t the time of the date of 
the orders, and was probably one ,of the first acts of the 
colony in the island. The orders are as follows :*^ 

*^ I, Jorgen lyersen. His Majesty the King of Denmarli 
and Norway, and the We^t India Company's Governor of 
the Island of St. Thomas, find it right and proper to pro^ 
cli|im this ordinance for the honor of God, and the good of 
the country. 

^^ 1. Every person who speaks Danish is bound to attend 
service every Sui^day in Christian's ibrt when the drum beats, 
and on failure of doing so is to pay a fiuo of ticenty'five 
pounds tf tobacco, 

•* 2. Persons of fill other natioiw are bound to i^ttend ser- 
vice every Sunday afternoon at the same place, under the 
same penalty. 

M 3. Every householder shall eDcourage his servants to be 
pipu^ and have morning and evening prayers ; and if ^e 

« Hosf ■ ffist. of St Thomas, p. 8. We ire indebted for miieh of the 
f^wing history of St Thomas to this author. 
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allows them to do work on Sunday which might have been 
done on Saturday, or if he occupies servants of other people 
in his employ, he is, for every offence, to pay fifty pounds of 
tobacco. 

"4. For the defence and good of the country, every 
householder shall keep in his house for himself and every 
man in his service, a sword with belt, and a gun with suffi- 
cient powder and ball ; and also each householder shall 
have two pounds of powder, or more if he pleases. £very 
» person neglecting this duty shall pay one hundred pounds 
of tobacco. 

** 5. When the drum beats (save on Sunday for service), 
every man shall let his neighbor know it, and all shall hold 
themselves in readiness to be at the fort with their arms, 
when a gu9 is fired at the fiag-stafil 

'* 6. If (and God forbid it) an enemy should come unez^ 
pectedly, then the person who first observes it(if in the day) 
is to fire three shots, and inform his neighbor ; who, in his 
turn, is to inform his neighbor, and so in succession, as 
quickly as possible. If at night, he is to fire one shot, and 
his neighbors are to do the same, and keep themselves ready 
for defence^ 

'' 7. No person shall fire a gun after sunset, or make any 
noise^ unless he observes some treachery from enemies, iii 
which case all must attend armed at the fort. If in the 
day-time the drum is beaten, three shots fired, and the flag 
hoisted, it is the signal of alarm ; if at night, and the owner 
of an estate fires a gun, it shall be an alarm ; and if at night 
three shots are fired at the fort, every honorable warrior 
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must go to the fort, armed, and there assist with life and 
blood. 

" 8. £very Saturday afternoon when the drum beats, all 
persons who can use a gun shall meet at the parade ground 
fully armed. Any person absent, in favorable weather, 
shall forfeit every time twenty-five pounds of tobacco, 
which is to be paid at the end of the year for the benefit of 
those who meet regularly. 

*' 9. No person shall leave the island without permission 
from the governor, under penalty of five hundred pounds of 
tobacco ; and the person who aids another to leave, shall 
pay one thousand pounds, and be responsible for the debts 
and other liabilities of the party leaving. 

<* 10. No man nor any in his house shall purchase of, or 
negotiate with, the people or white servants of any other 
person, without his permission, under a penalty of five hun- 
dred pounds of tobacco. And any one concealing the ser- 
vant of another, ip to pay one hundred pounds of tobacco for 
every twenty-four hours. 

"11. If any servant leaves his master, he shall not be 
harbored by any person ; and if such servant is taken, he 
shall serve his master a day extra for each week of his ab- 
sence, and a week for each month, and a month for each 
year, and a year for every seven years ; and if it is his cus- 
tom to run away, his master may put him in irons until he is 
broken, of his bad habits. ' 

'< 12. Every man who enters the estate of another, and 
does any damage, shall pay for the first offence ten pounds 
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of tobacco ; for the second offence, twenty pounds ; and for 
every subsequent offence, a double quantity. 

'* 13. No man must let his negro leave the estate after 
sunset, without good cause, that he may not go to his 
neighbor's estate, and do injury ; and whoever at night ob- 
serves a strange negro on his estate, shall catch him, and 
carry him in the morning to the fort, where he shall be 
punished. 

*' 14. Persons breaking the foregoing rules, are to be sum- 
moned to the fort, and the offence lawfully proved, and, if 
, he is sentenced to pay any fine, it is to be divided into three 
parts, one for the king, one for the church, and one for the 
complainant." 

This ordinance is signed by Jorgen Iversen, governor, 
Erasmus Bladt, Charles Baggaert, Thomas Swain, Adrian 
De Vos, Anthcny Salomops, Hans Paulsen, A. Begaret, 
Christian Wadts, and Joost von Canipenhout. The ser- 
vants alluded to in the ordinance were white persons, who 
had sold their services to their masters in Europe, to be 
brought to the West Indies, a custom then prevalent ; and 
the negroes were staves, brought with the colonists from 
neighboring islands, probably St. Eustatias and^ St. Martin's. 
Immediately after the colony was established by the Danes, 
the Spaniards at Porto Rica, still jealous of other nations 
possessing islands in their vicinity, sought to annoy it by 
every means in their power. They often descended by 
night upon the island, and stole negroes and cattle. The 
arming of the colonists, and appointed alarms, and drill, 
were to guard as hiuch as possible against these depreda- 
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lions, and also to protect the colony against the French find 
English buccaneers* established at Tortuga, whosQ attacks 
upon commerce and settlements were justly dreaded through- 
out the West India Isls^nds, especially those belonging to th^ 
Spaniards. 

Even before Governor Iversen had arrived, the colonist* 
had taken possession of certain portions of the island, upon 
which they had settled, and claimed as their estates ; and 
had already engaged principally in the cultivation of tobacco. 
Hence all fines were paid in that article, and it formed the 
principal naedium of exchange;. The town was not then in 
existence, as all the colonists were located in the cQuntry^ 
The officers of government must have resided at the ipxt* 
The estates thus settled were afterwards coiifirm^d tQ the 
colonists by deeds regularly issued, in the name of th9 
governor, in the year 1678. The records of sixty-one of theae 
deeds are still preserved. The first grants an estate to tho 
governor called *' Doppels," which he deeds tp hiiSaelf, in 
his own name, as governor. No purchase sum had be^u 
paid down for any of these estates, apd tha only QonditiQn 
securing their titles was the annual payment of a capon or 
turkey to the company. These were paid at a certain sea* 
son, when a grand banquet was prepared, and the colonista 
feasted upon this strange nominal and fowl revenue of the 
company. The second deed is here recorded as a curiosity. 

" 1, the undersigned, Jorgen Iversen, Governor of St. 
Thomas, to all men do hereby make known that, in behalf 

^ The name buccaneer is derived from " boucan," a word of the Carib 
Indians, signifying meat preserved in a particular manner, which was 
adopted, together with the custom, by the French in the West Indies. 
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of the Koyal Danish West India Company, and in virtue of 
the Directors' power, I have this year, 1678, given to 
the honest and beloved man, Jau Cramues, a piece of ground 
situated on the west side pf Jeshen Jansen's plantation, and 
to the east side of Doppels, being three hundred and four- 
teen feet in breadth. Saitl plantation commences by that 
cotton tree used as a mark, and situated on the lowest end 
of his plantation on the plain of Doppels plantation, which 
runs from that cotton tree, E. N. E. ; and from there Jans 
Cramues's plantation runs on both sides from N. to W. un- 
til the top of the great mountain, which is its length. 
Said pieee of ground I do hereby give unto the aforesaid, 
and his heirs, for their own inheritance and property, that 
he and his heirs, or to whomsoever he or they may again 
sell it, may have, possess, use, keep, and make said planta- 
tion as useful to themselves as they best know, will, and 
can y whereby they shall not be liable to any other ground 
tax than that of giving yearly on the 5th January, one Ca- 
pan to the company, or its attorney, for the true fulfilment 
of which, I, in behalf of the company, have signed this with 
my own hand, and sealed with His Koyal Majesty's given 
seal. 

Actum^ St. Thomas, Christian's Fort, 25th May, 1678. 

JORGEN IVERSEN. 

Matthjeus Turpka. 

The names of the sixty-one persons whose deeds were at 
this time recorded, will be found in Appendix A. Some of 
these names are still in existence in the island, but whether 
legitimately derived from these first colonists cannot be said 
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In the following year, September 6th, 1679, Nicholas 
Esmit was elected by the company as the successor of Go- 
vernor Jorgen Iversen, and was confirmed in his office by 
the king. Although the island, as we have seen, was en- 
tirely laid out in estates, cultivation had made hitherto but 
little progress, owing to the want of sufficient laborers. 
This difficulty was early seen by the home government ; 
and, to meet the wants of the colonists, and enhance the in- 
terests of the company,* Christian V. purchased in Africa, 
of the king of Aquambon, the two forts of Fredericksburgh 
and Christiansburgh, on the Gold Coast, and ordered ships 
to proceed thither in order to purchase slaves for St. Thomas. 
The king, moreover, to carry out all the plans of the com- 
pany, at this time, laid a tax on carriages in Copenhagen, 
ordering all the owners of such either to possess 500 rix-dol- 
lars' worth of shares, or pay a revenue of 60 rix-dollars. 
Slaves were thus multiplied in the colony, and agriculture 
received a new impulse. Abbd Raynalf charges the com- 
pany, in whose sole right the forts were vested, on the coast 
of Guinea, with barbarity. The agents of the company, 
however, there, were no doubt the more to blame. Other 
nations, too, had set the example of this barbarity. The 
good Abb6 mentions one noble exception to these agents. 
Such was his character for probity and philanthropy that he 
was almost an object of worship. People came three hun- 
dred miles to see him ; and an old prince, living at that dis- 
tance, sent his favorite daughter, with abundance of gold, 

* A. Raynal, vol. iv. p. 155. f Ibid. 
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and diamonds, that the thrice worthy Schilderop might give 
him a grandson. 

Nicolas Esmit was succeeded in his ofiice in 1682 by 
three different governors, all elected successively for reasons 
unknown to us during that year — La Vigne, George Han- 
sen, and Adolph Esmit, brother to the former governor. 
The only event of importance that occurred at this period, 
was the taking possession of Crab Island, where the Danish 
flag had been planted in the name of Christian V. of Den- 
mark. 

With the aid of the slaves now introduced into the colony, 
the cultivation of sugar had so far progressed that, when 
Gabriel Milan succeeded Esmit as governor in 1684, fines 
were ordered by him to be paid in that article instead of 
tobacco, and he encouraged its further cultivation by every 
means in his power. This governor also soon found it ne- 
cessary to pass stringent laws regarding the slaves. They 
were fbrbidden to hold feasts and *' drum dances/' heathen- 
ish customs brought with them from Africa, and which 
they had taken occasion to celebrate, especially during the 
Chrismas holidays, as these were days of relaxation from 
labor, and of rejoicing by their masters. ' These <<drum 
dances,'' we may remark, are still kept up, with all their 
abominations, to the present day. The slaves were also 
forbidden to carry knives or clubs, and w'ere ordered to be 
at home on Sundays by sunset, and on other evenings at 
drum-beat. A slave transgressing these laws was " for the 
first offence to be whipped, for the second to have his ears 
cut off, and for the third to be hung, and his head placed on 
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a Stake.** The law must have proved a " dead letter," 
especially as it regarded dancing ^ otherwise the estates 
would soon have been without laborers, for such is still their 
excessive fondness for such amusements they would most 
assuredly all have been hung. 

In 1685, deeds of estates were ordered to be produced. 
Where this could not be dope, the estates were confiscated ; 
and all those who had received estates originally as grants 
from the company, were ordered to commence the cultiva- 
tion of sugar in two weeks, otherwise their grants would be 
annulled. The company had already found that their outlay 
largely exceeded the revenue, and were therefore taking 
measures to render the colony more profitable. Efforts too, 
at the same time, were made to embrace the advantages of 
the excellent harbor in the island, and add the benefits of 
commerce to those of agriculture. 
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CHAPTER V. 

BnuodeaburgeM eftablish a Commercial Company in St. Thomas— 
Cobnists invited to the Island — Census taken in 1688-^Baccaneen rob 
the Brandenburg Company's Factory— ^The Island rented by the 
Danish Company for ten years — ^Description of the Island in 1701 by 
P^re Labat — Slaves escape to Porto Rico — St John's colonized, 1716 — 
Land Tax imposed upon the Colonists. 

The Danish West India Company not being able^ fr6m 
their limited captal, to embark in a more extended commerce 
than that of sending a single ship, annually, to their forts on 
the coast of Africa for slaves, which ship, nfter proceeding 
to St. Thomas, returned with the produce of the island. 
Christian Y. entered into an important treaty with the 
Puchy of Brandenburg. This treaty permitted a company 
of Brandenburgers to establish themselves at St. Thomas 
for th» purpose of carrying on commerce. It was signed 
24th November, 1685, and was to remain in force for thirty 
years. This company went into operation immediately, and 
located their large factory at the west end of the town, then 
and stil] known as the Brandenburg Quarter. The Dutch 
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were its principal shareholders, and such was the immediate 
flourishing condition of its affairs that, in two years from the 
time of its organization, fifty persons were employed in the 
factory, and five vessels actively engaged in its trade. 

The colony of St. Thomas was also at this time enlarged 
by families of French Protestants, who, after the revocation 
of the edict of Nantes, fled from St. Christopher's to the 
island, fearing persecution. These were afterwards joined 
by others from Europe. Together they formed a small 
congregation, with their beloved pastor who had accom- 
panied them, and proved valuable to the colony by their 
piety, frugality, and industry. 

The success of the Brandenburg Company was looked 
upon with jealousy by the colonists, and by the Danish 
West India Company. To compete with them, and have 
the Danish Company share in the advantages of commerce, 
the king, by a royal commission, in 1687, permitted vessels 
belonging to Copenhagen, Bergen, and Christiana, fo trade 
to St. Thomas. 

Governor Milan was sent home in irons during the year 
1687, charged with cruelty towards an assistant. He was, 
shortly after his arrival in Copenhagen, publicly beheaded. 

On 7th September, 1687, Adolph Esmit was again 
elected governor. That the company at this time desired 
to extend their possessions is evident from the fact that 
Grov. Esmit secured his appointment as governor over St. 
Thomas, St. John's, Little and Great Passage, and Crab 
Island. To nieet this extension of their possessions, partly 
assumed indeed, the governor in the next year published a 
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decree in the name of the company, inviting persons from 
other islands to join the colony, offering the most favora- 
ble inducements. All such should be exempted from taxes 
for eight years. They were to have as much land as they 
could cultivate, with assistance for that purpose, to be 
loaned by the company. All their imports and shipments of 
produce were to be free of duty for eight years, with other 
commercial privileges ; and free exercise of conscience was 
granted to each and all, of whatever nation or religion. 

That an increase of the colonists was needed, is shown by 
the result of a census taken by Frank Martins, A. Brock, 
and Simon Luck, about the time this decree was published. 
It had been ordered by the governor on the 25th July, 1688. 
The total number of the whites and slaves was found to be 
seven hundred an4 seventy-eight. This must have been 
exclusive of those connected with the Brandenburg Com- 
pany. In the country^ on ninety estates, were three hundred 
and seventeen whites, and four hundred and twenty-two 
slaves. Of the white families, there were eighteen Danes, 
one Holsteiner, three Swedes, sixty-three Hollanders, thirty 
English, one Portuguese, two Germans, and seventeen 
French. . ^ 

In the town of Chiirlotte Aroalia^— then vulgarly called 
<* Tappus,*' and now known as St. Thomas^— were thirty-five 
whites, and four slaves. Of the whites, embraced in nine 
families, there were two Danes, one French, one German, 
two English, and three Hollanders. Among the whites in 
town were two tailors, one hotel-keeper, one shoemaker, 
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three carpenters, one blacksmith, one fishermani one ironer, 
and one washer. 

In this year, the Brandenburg Company met with a 
severe loss from the Buccaneers. War having been 
declared by England and Holland against France, a French 
buccaneering vessel, with two hundred men, anchored by 
night between Sail Rock and the island, and landed a strong 
force in boats at Gregeriet Bay, to the west of the town. 
They surprised the factory, secured the clerks and servants, 
and carried off large quantities of silver, furniture, and 
nierchandise, which they compelled the slaves to carry to 
their boats. An iron safe in the lower part of the building 
escaped their notice, in which, it was afterwards said, the 
company had over $100,000. They carried off the books of 
tke Company, which were kept in the Dutch language, in 
order to prove that they had taken ft lawful pris^e from that 
nation. 

Christopher Heins succeeded Adolphus Esmit as governor 
in 1589, and he was succeeded in 1690 by John Lorents, 
who was elected to his office by the inhabitants. Two 
events occurred immediately after he entered upon hid 
duties, which agitated to some extent the affairs ci this 
hitherto quiet colony. The Brandenburg Company, ambi- 
tious to secure a permanent colony in the West Indies, 
endeavored to gain - possession of Crab Island, but th« 
vigilant governor with much difficulty, and still more 
anxiety, frustrated all their plans. No sooner had thi» 
vexatious trouble ceased, by the Brandenburgers quietly 
settling down to their continued pursuit of commerce, than 
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the colony XKras startled by the intelligence that the king and 
company had farmed out the whole island to George 
Thormohlen for ten years. The affairs of the company must 
have been at an exceedingly low ebb to have induced such 
an undertaking. Probably it had become largely indebted 
to this individual. This transfer or rent of the colony 
stipulated that Thormohlen was to possess entire control 
over its affairs/ and enjoy all its revenue; and the king, to 
secure to him the import and export duties paid by the 
Brandenburgers, compounded with that company for the 
same, for three thousand pi eces-of- eight per annum, to be 
paid in two instalments. For what equivalent all this was 
done is not known. Thormohlen, however, had agreed to 
send out a garrison to protect the island. To meet the 
expense of this, the colonists were to be subjected to 
certain "taxes, which was made known to them by the 
governor. Their opposition to this was most strenuous, on 
the ground that they had always acted as militia, and that 
they had assisted in building the tower on** Smith's HUL'* 
The taxes proposed were ultimately rejected, save a poll- 
jax of fifty pounds of sugar for each mal^, and four per 
cent.- on exported produce. The garrison arrived 30th 
March, 1692, being the first regular foreign troops in the 
island, and Thormohlen again urged the necessity of an 
increase of taxation for their support, through the governor ; 
but, the colonists steadily refusing, the question was ulti- 
mately abandoned. The trade of St. Thomas, about this 
period, with the French colony in St. Croix, interfered so 

4 
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much with the revenue of that island that it ultimately led 
to the breaking up of that colony, as we have seen, in 1695. 

In 1707,* whilst John Lo rents was still governor, the 
island was visited by Pere Labat. The account of this 
visit, detailed in his work on the West Indies, gives 
additional insight into the state of the colony, as it then 
was. Of its comnierce, he makes this remark : ** Denmark 
being almost always neutral in the wars of Euiope, the port 
of St. Thomas is open to all nations. During peace, it 
serves as an entrep6t for the commerce which the French, 
English, Spaniards, and Dutch, do not dare to pursue openly 
on their own islands ; and in time of war, it is . the refuge 
of merchant ships when pursued by privateers. On the 
other hand, the privateers send their prizes here to be sold, 
when tbey are not disposed to send them to a greater 
distance. A great many small vessels also proceed from 
St. Thomas to the coasts of South America, whence they 
bring back much riches in specie or in bars, and valuable 
merchandise. In a word, St. Thomas is a market of 
great consequence." We might here take occasion to speak 
more fully on the commerce of the island, but prefer leaving 
that subject to be embodied in a distinct chapter. 

The fort, Pere Labat describes, as " forming only a small 
square with diminutive bastions, without any ditch or 
exterior works. All its defence consists in a bed or hedge 
of prickly pear (a species of cactus) which surrounds it, 
occupying the space where ought to be the fosse and 
covered way. It is six or eight feet broad. Much care is 
* Voyage aux Isles de P Amerique, vol. ii. p. 285. 
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bestowed upon these plants, which are so close and serried 
at their tops, that it would appear they were trimmed every 
day. Their height is about* seven feet." The reverend 
gentleman was a practical engineer ; and having given great 
assistance, as such, to the governor of Guadaloupe, advised 
during bis stay in St. Thomas with the commander of the 
fort, concerning certain improvements for its defence. But 
they were not carried out. 

His description of the town Bnables us to see that at that 
period it was of very limited extent. " At fifty or sixty 
paces from the fort there is a town which takes the form of 
the bay, and constitutes the port. This town consists of 
only one long street, which terminates at the factory or 
offices of the company. This is a large and handsome 
edifice, containing many apartments and commodious 
magazines for merchandise, and for the security of the 
negroes, in which this company carries on a trade with the 
Spaniards. To the right of the factory are two small 
streets filled with French refugees. The houses of the 
town, which formerly were nothing but huts, are now built 
of brick, almost all of one story, but very well arranged. 
The pavements are of tiles, and the interiors whitewashed 
as in Holland." 

Of the estates he thus remarks : " They are small, but 
well kept. Work is only performed during the day, and in 
consequence but little sugar is made. The soil, though 
light, is very good, and produces abundance of manioc, 
millet, sweet potatoes, and all kinds of fruits and herbs. 
The cane grows very well. They have few cows and 
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horses, for the want of necessary pasturage ; but the 
inhabitants do not want for meat, the Spaniards of Porto 
Rico furnishing them with it in abundance. They raise 
young kids, which are excellent, and fowls of all kinds in 
quantities. Provisions, however^ are always dear, money 
being plentiful, and strangers generally arrive in affluence." 

The priest, in thQ peculiar dress of his order, attracted 
a great deal of curiosity in the street, and which he seemed 
quite pleased to gratify. He found but one Roman Catholic 
in the place. His sympathies were largely drawn out 
towards the French Protestants. He offered to preach for 
them, their pastor having just died, but they declined his 
services on the ground of doctrinal differences between 
them. 

Governor Lorents died in 1702. He was a worthy and 
faithful officer, and his death was much regretted, both by 
the company and Mr. Thormohlen, into whose plans he had 
warmly entered'. His salary had been only four hundred 
rix-dollars, with perquisites, no doubt, appertaining to his 
office. The term of Thormohlen's proprietorship ceased 
with his death. 

From 1702 to 1716, there were but few changes in the 
colony of any interest. Capt. Claus Hansen, who bad 
brought out the garrison and commanded the fort, Joachim 
van Holten, Michael Krone, and Eric Bredal, were elected 
successively as governors. During this period it was 
ordered that all wills should contain a legacy to either the 
Lutheran or Dutch c)iurches. The cultivation of indigo 
was commenced, and some changes were made in the courts. 



ST. THOMAS, W. I. 65 

In 1713 a dreadful hurricane devastated the island. When 
Eric Bredal entered upon his duties as governor in 1716, 
King Frederick IV. issued several orders for the better 
regulation of the colony. By these, the import and export 
duties were changed from eight to six per cent. CoagtegB^ 
tions were permitted to elect their own pastors, and the 
secret council were separated entirely from the courts, in 
which they had formerly sat as judges. The governor was 
directed, also, to enter into a treaty with Porto Rico 
concerning runaway slaves. Many of these had from time 
to time escaped to Porto Rico. The subject of the treaty 
was for their apprehension and return. It was formally 
drawn up and signed. Still the evil continued, and the 
Spaniards threw such difficulties in the way of the runaway 
slaves being reclaimed, that but very few were ever 
returned to St. Thomas. The plea of the authorities in 
Porto Rico was that the slaves came to their island to be 
baptized ! Several planters were ultimately ruined by their 
slaves making their escape. It was also in this year that 
the privileges of the Brandenburg Company ceased, the 
term granted for its commercial establishment in the island 
having expired. Its prosperity had been great. Whilst the 
Danish West India Company had suffered from the estab- 

4 

lishment and commercial success of the Brandenburgers in 
their colony, (being deprived of one of the principal sources 
of revenue or prosperity appertaining to all colonies — the 
advantages of commerce), still, the privileges which had 
been granted to them led to the increase of the colony, and 
laid the foundation of that commercial enterprise and 
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success which have so characterized the island since. 
What was lost by the Danish Company was gained by the 
island. 

When the privileges of the Brandenburgers ceased, the 
king ordered that those of their number who wished to 
remain on the island, must swear allegiance to Denmark. 

Attention was how turned to the island of St, John^s, In 
a letter written by the Directors, dated 20th December, 
1716, permission was given to sixteen of the inhabitants of 
St. Thomas to cultivate that island. A written agreement 
for this purpose was drawn up between them and the com- 
pany. The English attempted to dislodge the infant colony 
the next year, but without success, as the Danes had taken 
formal possession of that island in the year 1684, and had 
held it since, without molestation, or without their right 
being questioned. Seeing the importance of this additional 
colony to the company, a sum of money was subscribed in 
St. Thomas for its assistance, and a successful agriculture 
was soon established upon that island. 

New orders were issued in 1718, by His Majesty and the 
Directors of the Company, for the government of the colo- 
nies. By these a land tax, for the first time, was imposed, 
being twenty skillings ($0.1 3 J) for each one hundred square 
feet of land. Two and one hatf rix-dollars were also im- 
posed as a land tax for each man, woman, $ind slave. The 
Royal Council was made to consist of £ve persons besides 
the governor as president — two merchants, the book-keeper, 
the treasurer, and the secretary. Slaves were to be well 
treated, and planters were no more to have the power of 
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life and death over them. Clerks serving six years were 
then permitted to return home ; but young unmarried wo- 
men were not to enjoy this privilege at all, without especial 
permission! These orders also established a reconciling 
court with the governor as judge ; and the duties on im- 
ports and exports were lowered to five and six per cent. 

Colonel Otto J. Thambsen, Captain Frederik Moth, and 
Commander Henry Suhm, succeeded each other as gov- 
ernors over St. Thomas and St. John's from the year 1723 
to 1732, The only event of any importance which occur- 
red during tliis period was the declaring St.> Thomas a 
port of entrance for all nations in 1724. This, however, 
was only granting and formally publishing what had ac- 
tually been the case for years. Still, the restrictions on com- 
merce which had existed up to this time, had no doubt pre- 
vented many vessels from visiting the island from foreign 
ports. The trade of the island therefore from this date, no 
doubt, received a new impulse. This decree, however, 
must have been soon annulled, as we find it repeated in 
1764 and 1766. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Arrival of Moravian MissiOn^es — Slaves restless — Severe Ordinance 
against them — Insurrection in St. John's— Suppressed after the Slaves 
had held the Island six months. 

Philip Gardelin, former agent and book-keeper of the 
colony, succeeded Commander Henry Suhm as governor, in 
1732. Events of considerable interest and importance in, 
their bearings upon the prosperity and after history of the 
islands, occurred during the administration of this governor. 
On the 13th December of this year, arrived two Moravian 
missionaries, Leonard Dober and David Nitschman, whose 
object was the conversion of the negro slaves. This was 
the commencement of the great work of Foreign Missions 
by the United Brethren, and resulted in much good to the 
Danish West India Islands. The history of these labors 
will be reserved for a distinct chapter. 

To mark as it were the commencement of these missions, 
and show the great need of the humanizing effects of Chris- 
tianity at least upon the slaves, an event soon occurred of 
the most painful and disastrous character. A few facts 
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must be stated before coming to the circumstances of this 
event. 

As the slaves, both in St. Thomas and St. John's, had 
now greatly increased, through their importation from 
Guinea by the company, and some of thede from the very 
worst tribes on that coast, fears were arising of their aug- 
mented power. Nor was this without just grounds, as dis- 
orders were becoming frequent among them, and many had 
contrived to escape from bondage. Every precaution had 
been taken to hinder the latter, by forbidding boats to . be 
kept on the estates, and l^dering all boats in the harbor to 
be hauled up near the fort, and chained. Great and further 
complaints being made from the estates to the governor, 
there was issued by the Royal Council the following placard, 
31st January, 1733: 

1. The leader of runaway slaves shall be pinched three 
times with red-hot iron, and then hung. 

2. Each other runaway slave shall lose one leg, or if the 
owner pardon him, shall lose one ear, and receive one hun- 
dred and fifty stripes. 

3. Any slave being aware of the intention of others to 
run away, and not giving information, shall be burned in 
the forehtod, and receive one hundred stripes. 

4. Those who inform of plots to run away, shall receive 
$10 for each slave engaged therein. 

5. A slave who runs away for eight days, shall have one 

hundred and fifty stripes, twelve weeks shall lose a leg, and 

six months shall forfeit life, unless the owner pardon him 

with the loss of one leg. 

4* 
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6. Slaves who steal to the value of four-jrix-doUars, shall 
be pinched and hung ; less than four rix-dollars, to be 
branded, and receive one hundred and fifty stripes. 

7. Slaves who shall receive stolen goods, as such, or pro- 
tect runaways, shall be branded, and receive one hundred 
and fifty stripes. 

8. A slave who lifts his hand to strike a white person, or 
threaten him with violence, shall be pinched, and hung, 
should the white person demand it, if not to lose his right 
hand. 

9. One white person shall be siHB^cient witness against a 
slave^and if a slave be suspected of crime, he can be tried 
by torture, 

10. A slave meeting a white person, Fhall step aside, and 
wait until he passes; if not, he may be flogged. 

11. IS[o slave will be permitted to come to town with 
clubs or knives, nor fight with each other, under penalty of 
fifty stripes. 

12. Witchcraft shall be punished with flogging. 

13. A slave who shall attempt to poison his master, shall 
be pinched three times with' red-hot iron, and then broken 
on a wheel. 

14. A free negro who shall harbor a slave or thief shall 
lose his liberty, or be banished. 

15. All dances, feasts, and plays, are forbidden unless per- 
mission be obtained from the master or overseer. 

16. Slaves shall not sell provisions of any kind, without 
permission from their overseers. 
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17. No estafc slave shall be in town after drum-beat, 
otherwise he shall be put in the fort and flogged. 

18. The king's advocate is ordered to see these regula- 
tions strictly carried into effect. 

If the mind revolts at the perusal of this placard, it must 
be remembered, in mitigation of its severity, that a large 
body of the slaves were but recently introduced from Africa, 
and therefore still ignorant, vicious, and even savage ; and 
that the situation of the colonists was becoming in a mea- 
sure desperate from symptoms of disorder and rebellion. 
These symptoms at length broke out in an open and bloody 
insurrection in St. John's on the 13th November, 1733. 

A fort had been erected at the west end of that island, 
but it was very insecure from the nature of its construction, 
and was provided with only a few cannon, and twenty-five 
muskets. Eight soldiers, commanded by a lieutenant and 
Serjeant, were stationed at this miserable apQlogy for a 
fortress. Governor Gardelin had been on a visit .to the 
island, and was to leave on the following Sundays. That 
was the day fixed on for the insurrection ; and it was the 
plan of the slaves, principally those of the Amina tribe, to 
murder the governor and all the white inhabitants, and then 
hold the island in their possession. A kind providence de- 
livered the governpr. On Saturday he observed a large 
vessel passing to the south, and supposing it to be one of the 
company's ships, rowed ofi* to her in a small boat, and pro- 
ceeded to St. Thomas, taking with him his daughter, Mrs. 
Soctman, wife of Judge Soctman of St. John's, and her in- 
fant child. 
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Early on Sunday morning, certain slaveS^were admitted 
into the fort bearing bundles of wood for the use of the 
soldiers. It was their custom to do this on Saturday eve- 
ning, but sometimes it was deferred until the next morning. 
In the bundles of wood the slaves had concealed their 
knives and cutlasses. At a given signal they rushed upon 
the soldiers, and succeeded in cutting all down except one, 
who saved himself by hiding beneath a bed. The Serjeant 
had sprung through a window without the walls of the fort, 
but injuring himself so severely as to be unable to escape, 
was also murdered. The lieutenant was absent upon his 
estate. As had been agreed upon, the slaves, now in pos- 
session of the fort, fired two guns, which was to be the sig- 
nal of their success, and for all those engaged in the con- 
spiracy to rise and murder the whites. Alarmed by the 
guns, and seeing the commotion among the slaves, several 
planters, headed by John Beverhout, with their families, 
rushed' to the estate of Mr. Durlo, now ** Little Cinnamon 
Bay;" the house on this estate being on an eminence, and 
protected by. two cannon. In the meantime a fearful sacri- 
fice of life was taking place on some estates. Whole 
families were massacred in the most horrid manner. 
Among these were Judge Soctman and his daughter, Mr. 
Kint, the children of Mr. Beker, the overseer of Mr. Moth, 
the wife of Mr. Kruger, and twenty-five other men, women, 
and children. The bloody work had been sudden and with- 
out mercy. After murdering Judge Soctman, and placing 
his head upon a pole, they held a council around his muti- 
lated remains, whether they should kill his daughter, a 
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beautiful child twelve years old. Overwhelmed with grief 
at the death of her father, she entreated them to take her 
life also ; upon which they rushed upon her, and immedi- 
ately her mangled corpse lay across that of her beloved 
parent. This daughter had placed a string of beads (which 
she had prepared froln certain seeds found on the island, 
with her own hands) around the neck of her little infant 
sister, when sU^ left her the day before. - That infant was 
afterwards Lady Lindberg. At her death, which occurred 
when she was upwards of ninety years of age, these beads 
were found still suspended around her neck. She had ever 
worn them as a memorial of her murdered father and sister. 
The planters who had fled to the Durlo estate immedi- 
ately despatched a boat, with a letter to the governor of St. 
Thomas, informing him of the insurrection, and entreating 
assistance at once, and deliverance from their imminent 
peril. This letter was signed by Messrs. Beverhout, 
Charles, Runnels, Badger, De Wint, and Zytsema. The 
consternation and grief produced by this letter, which also 
stated who had been murdered, were great. It was over- 
whelming to the governor, and his daughter, Mrs. Soctman. 
Vessels^were at once despatched to bring off the survivors. 
In the meantime, the slaves had surrounded the eminence 
upon which the mansion at Durlo estate was located ; and 
they were only repulsed by the heroic conduct of an old 
Englishman, assisted by the rest of the planters. He poured 
down upon tlfe conspirators, thirsting for their blood, a de- 
structive fire from the two cannon, killing and wounding 
many. This forced them to withdraw to the foot of the 
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hill ; and, under cover of the cannon, the planters were en- 
abled to embark their wives and children for St. Thomas 
and Tor tola, on board the vessels which had now arrived 
for their assistance. When these fugitives arrived at St. 
Thomas, the excitement and tumult there were greatly in- 
creased. An alarm was fired from the fort, fearing that the 
insurrection might extend to St. Thomas, and the garrison 
of ninety men were got under arms, assisted by sixty sailors 
from vessels in the harbor, headed by Lieutenant Stibot, 
of the navy. A large East Indiaman, the vessel in which 
the governor had come from St. John's, was also moved in 
close to the town. After this precaution, Lieutenant Taar- 
bye, with thirty soldiers, Captain , John J. Creutzer, with 
the young burghers^ and John De Wint, with the Jager 
corps,, fully armed and equipped, . proceeded to St. John's. 
Upon their arrival at Coral Bay, they at once stormed the 
fort, and drove out the slaves. Assistance was then de- 
spatched to the Durlo estate, where the planters were s^ill 
holding out against fearful odds. This detachment met 
with obstinate resistance in attempting to reach the house. 
The slaves were armed with the muskets taken from the 
fort, and with knives and cutlasses fastened on poles ; but 
they were ultimately driven off, and the planters relieved. 
Holding possession of the fort and this house, a council was 
held, and it was found impossible for so small a body of 
troops to suppress the insurrection, or even dare to venture 
out upon the estate*. Inquiry, however, was instituted into 
the extent of the insurrection, and how far any of the 
planters were spared. Dr. Cornelius F. Bodger was the 
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only survivor, save those who had sought refuge on the 
Durlo estate. The slaves had spared hinfon condition that 
he would attend to any who might be ultimately wounded. 
It was also learned that the creoIe negroes had not sided 
with the rest of the slaves, and that the insurrection had 
first broken out on the estate of the company, now called 
" Caroline," and had extended to the estates of Messrs. 
Suhm, the former governor, Hendriksen, Soctman, and 
Peter Kruger, until it had spread over the whole island. 
This information was derived principally from a servant of 
Dr. Bodger, named Christian Sout, in whom the conspira- 
tors had every confidence, but who was a friend to the 
whites. He afterwards became very useful as a spy, and 
for his fidelity received his freedom. He was highly intelli- 
gtot, and singularly skilful and successful as a botanist in 
the use of medicinal plants found on the island. The force 
sent from St. Thomas, finding themselves unable to contend 
against the superior number of the slaves engaged in the 
insurrection, returned with all the planters, leaving the 
slaves "in entire possession. 

Upon their return, the royal council engaged the services 
of Qaptain Meaux of Nevis, whose vessel was lying in the 
harbor, and was manned by sixty men, to regain the island. 
He likewise failed, after making an unsuccessful attack 
upon the fort at Coral Bay, in which two of his sons were 
killed by his side. 

The book-keeper from St. Thomas was now sent to 
Martinique, to seek aid from the French. The governor of 
that island very promptly despatched four hundred men 
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with their officers to Coral Bay. This force encamped near 
the fort, from >^ich the negroes fled at their approach. 
They were joined by all the available force from St. Thomas 
and the former planters of St. John's. By sending out detach- 
ments in different directions along the north and south sides 
» the island, and driving the insurgents before them, they 
forced them to concentrate on the north-east side. Here 
they were surrounded by the troops. Finding all chance of 
escape cut off, they first held a feast, and rather than fall into 
the hands of those from whom they could only look for the 
most sev^e and merited punishment, they resolved upon 
self-destruction. Three hundred were, after a few days 
from the time that they were surrounded, found lying dead 
at Brim's Bay,, now " Anna Berg." Seven others were 
also discovered in a ravine, a short distance off, who ap- 
peared to have been the leaders in the insurrection, who 
had shot each other. Seven guns broken to pieces, save 
one, were found lying by their sides. Tradition reports 
that the three hundred had cast themselves from a high pre- 
cipice on the rocks below. The historian Host says they 
were shot, and were found lying in a circle. A few )iad 
been taken prisoners. Two of these had been summarily 
executed in St. John's, and twenty-six in St. Thomas, some 
of the latter having been made to undergo the severest tor- 
ture. The insurrection was thus suppressed, and the 
island recovered after it had been in possession of the insur- 
gents for six fnontks. Of the estates, on forty* four the 
buildings were all destroyed, whilst on forty-eight they had 
been preserved. The governor's estate had suffered the 
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most. Many planters were of course ruined, and those 
who found themselves involved in debt, retired to Tortola. 
The expense to the government in quelling the insurrection 
amounted to 7,905 rix-dollars, besides presents to the French 
officers. 

The government in St. Thomas afterwards proposed to 
the planters of St. John's to pay one third of the expense 
which it had incurred in quelling the insurrection ; but they 
refused on the ground that the insurrection had commenced 
on the company's estate, where the greater number of the ' 
Amina tribe were laborers, and that the fort had been left in 
too insecure a condition, and the force stationed there too 
small, considering the danger to which they had been ex- ^ 
posed. 

The melancholy events of this year were long remem- 
bered by the inhabitants, and what aided to render it more 
painfully memorable, famine and . disease swept off many 
upon the different estates. The excitement, however, 
growing out of the purchase and possession of St. Croix, as 
an additional island to His Majesty's and tire company's 
possessions in the West Indies, together with the hope of 
increased prosperity, which this acquisition inspired, weak- 
ened that good impression on their minds which their mis- 
fortunes were calculated to impart. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

St Croix purchased of the French — Danes occupy that Island — Rapid 
increase of the Colony there under Governor Moth— Governments of 
the Islands separated — The Dutch having enjoyed most of the Com- 
nierce of St. Thomas, Merchants in Copenhagen exclude them by 
their enterprise — ^These Merchants taken into the Danish Company 
— Severe restrictions now laid upon the Commerce of the Colonies — 
Colonists complain to the King, Frederic Y — Purchase the Privileges 
of the Company, and abolish it — St. Croix benefited by the change, 
St. Thomas injured — Ports of St. Thomas and St. John's declared Free 
— Continued History of St. Thomas — In 1792 the Island beginning to 
enjoy a wonderful Prosperity — Taken by the English, 1801 — Re- 
stored, 1802 — Retaken in 1807 and held Eight Years — Fires — Conclu- 
sion of the Historical Sketch. 

Desirous of extending the power of the Danish West 
India Company, and adding to the influence and resources 
of its colonies, King Christian VI., on the 15th June, 1733, 
purchased St. Croix of France for 750,000 French livres.* 
This island had remained without inhabitants since its 
abandonment by the French in 1695 — now over thirty - 

* A. Raynal states the sum at 758,000 livres. Edwards at £75,000. 
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seven years — and had become again a complete wilderness. 
The fact of this purchase was made known to the Govern- 
ment and Royal Council of St. Thomas and St. John's soon 
after it was consummated, and they were ordered to take 
possession of the island as soon as practicable. The news 
arrived when the insurrection in St. John's was progressing. 
It was not, however, until. the 10th January, 173*5, that the 
disturbed state of the colonies enabled Governor Gardelin to 
carry out the wishes of the king and company. A few 
days previous to that date, he had sent over Captain Moth, 
together with Diederick von Ottinger, appointed as lieute- 
nant of the fort in St. Croix (which was- still in a good state 
of preservation, and mounted with nine guns), Lawrence 
Nissen, secretary, Cornelius F. Bodger, physician, William 
Chalvil, stadtshofman, thirty citizens of St. Thomas, and 
clerks, soldiers, and slaves. Upon their arrival in the har- 
bor of Bassin, they found the shore covered with such a 
dense growth of bushes, vines, and trees, that the party 
had to remain three days on board their vessel, whilst the 
slaves cleared sufficient space for them to land and remain 
with any comfort. 

A representative of the King of France had accompanied 
the party, who had come up from one of the French islands 
for the purpose. The mode of taking over the island was 
now observed with great formality, and the representative 
of France solemnly confirmed the transaction. The gov- 
ernor of Porto Rico, and the general of the English Wind- 
ward Islands, had ii) the meantime protested against these 
proceedings in the name of their respective sovereigns; 
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but their protests were entirely disregarded, as France had 
guaranteed the sale of the island to Denmark. 

The persons, however, who had thus gone over to St. 
Croix to take possession of it, in the name of his Danish 
Majesty, were not the first to arrive in the island after its 
sale by the French. From the history of the Moravian 
Missions')^ in the Danish West India Islands, it appears that 
a colony of missionaries, who had arrived at St. Thomas, 
June 11th, 1734, passed over to St. Croix immediately after, 
and commenced clearing the six estates on that island owned 
by the Lord Chamberlin de Pius, who had given them a 
commission for that purpose. The company consisted of 
fourteen brethren and sisters. Their great object was to 
lay the foundation of a mission for the Christianizing of 
those slaves who were about to be introduced there. Ten 
of their number, through the insalubrity of the climate, and 
incessant toil upon the land, died, and the rest were pros- 
trated by sickness, before the end of the year. 

Governor Gardelin had been proposed by the company as 
governor of St. Croix, but declining the offer, he had sent 
Captain Moth in his stead, with orders to act in subjection 
to him, and the royal council of St. Thomas. 

Governor Gardelin leaving St. Thomas for Copenhagen 
in 1736, Captain Frederick Moth was elected governor 
over the Danish West India Islands, and commandant of 
St. Thomas. Retiring from St. Croix, and making St. 
Thomas his place of residence, h6 left as commandant cui 
interim of the former island Mr. Gregers Nissen, assisted 

* Brethren's Missions, p. 303. 
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by Mr. Sobotker as his secretary. Captain Moth labored 
with great assiduity in his office, and with an enlightened 
spirit of enterprise, and a sincere desire to benefit the in- 
habitants, not only maintained the laws then existing, but 
added such as greatly tended to secure justice in the admi* 
nistration of the courts, protect the rights and property of the 
citizens, and enhanee the prosperity and happiness of the 
islands. Removing to St. Croix in 1740^ at the request of 
the company, who now formed the highest anticipations 
of the success of their colony upon that island, his govern- 
ment became so marked by judgment, vigor, enterprise, 
and faithfulness, that many rich and influential persons from 
St. Eustatias, Virgin Gorda, and Tortola, were induced to 
purchase estates and settle there. On the departure of 
Captain Moth, Jacob Schonemann was elected governor of 
St. Thomas in his stead. He had also authority over St. 
.John's. 

The prosperity of the colonies at this period was steadily 
advancing. Two severe hurricanes, however, in 1738 and 
1742, proved alike destructive to life and property. In the 
former the vessel of the company was wrecked between St. 
Thomas and St. John's. 

Christian Schwerder, lieutenant of artillery, succeeded 
Governor Moth in his office in 1744, and resided in St. 
Thomas. During Governor Moth's administration, the ut- 
most harmony had existed between the colonies on the 
three islands. With the new administration, difficulties 
arose. Lieutenant Schwerder was found inadequate to his 
duties, and it became necessary to form a royal council in 
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St. Croix. He was ultimately reprimanded by the com- 
pany, and dismissed in 1746, when Christian Suchm was 
appointed to his place as governor-general. His appoint- 
ment did not allay the difficulties which had sprung up be- 
tween the colonies, mainly on account of the administration 
of the government, but rather increased them. The com- 
pany had at length to interfere, and- in 1748 appointed 
separate governors over St. Croix and St. Thomas, St. John's 
being placed under the government of St. Thomas. Jans 
Hansen, advocate, was appointed to the former, and Chris- 
tian Suchm to the latter. Kind feelings were thus again 
restored. From this period there is nothing worthy of note 
in the history of the colonies until the year 1753, when 
Peter Clausen was appointed the successor of Jans Hansen, 
as governor of St. Croix. His supervision extended also 
over the other islands.' 

It has been seen that the Danish West India Islands were, 
from their first settlement by the Danes, placed under the 
yoke of exclusive privileges to the company in Copenhagen. 
This was always oppressive to the colonists, and stood 
greatly in the way of their prosperity ; and had it not 
been for the commerce of St. Thomas, little or no advan- 
tage would have accrued to Denmark from her colonies. 
She was even robbed of much of this advantage ; tor the 
company, unable to supply the islands, had strangely ex- 
cluded the merchants of Copenhagen, and had granted the 
greater part of the company trade to the Dutch. In proof 
of this, in 1736, there arrived at St. Thomas eight Dutch for 
one Danish vessel. Determined, if possible, to secure a 
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commerce from which they were thus unjustly excluded, 
and which properly belonged to Denmark, certain wealthy 
merchants of Copenhagen formed an association, secretly 
fitted out vessels in Amsterdam, placed them under the 
Dutch flag, and despatched them to St. Thomas. The 
leaders in this association were Messrs. £aver, von Hem- 
mert, and Biorn. Their consignee in St. Thomas, was 
Peter de Wint. Their enterprise was successful. The 
company made at once acquainted with thiis association, 
and seeing the advantage which would result to itself, 
could these merchants be induced to unite with it their 
now conflicting interests, made overtures to them for the 
purpose, which were accepted. This powerful accession 
enabled the company to exclude the Dutch from all com- 
merce with its colonies ; but not for the good of the colo- 
nies. They became still more burdened and oppressed 
under the restrictions laid upon commerce ; and what was 
the most galling, those who had so lately exclaimed 
against these restrictions, and who apparently strove to 
remove them, and by their energy and enterprise excited 
the most ardent hopes, now that they were the masters, 
added to the bonds. 

« 

" Thus from one master who oppressed 'em, 
Another cunningly would wrest 'em ; 
But found the first so firmly seated 
As not to be enforced nor cheated 
To yield the power he used so well ; 
Then tried if he a share would sell. 
A bargain struck — ^the law was made, 



\ 

84 A HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF 

That now their victims must be flay'd, 
Who only had been fleeced before 
When but one arm the sceptre bore." 

Governor Clausen had no sooner entered upon the duties 
of his of&ce, and perceived the course pursued by the com- 
pany, th^n his liberal and enlightened spirit led him to side 
with the colonists, and take steps for their relief. Disre- 
garding any misconstruction of his conduct by the company, 
he nobly united with the planters and merchants upon the 
islands, in sending John W. Schopen as their delegate to 
Copenhagen to lay before His Majesty their grievances, and 
entreat him to break up a monopoly which must ultimately 
impoverish if not destroy the very existence of the colonies. 
The course pursued by the company in Copenhagen, added 
weight to the representations made by this delegate. In 
that city its privileges enabled it to monopolize the trade in 
raw sugars ; and having established a refinery, it commanded 
the market also in the article of refined sugar. High prices 
in this luxury was the result,^ to the serious inconvenience 
and discomfort of the inhabitants. The company had thus 
overreached itself, and by its short-sighted and avaricious 
policy hastened its dissolution. The complaints of the colo- 
nies had a favorable hearing ; and King Frederik V., directed 
by the wise counsels o'f • Count John BernstorfF, prime min- 
ister, resolved to take over the colonies, and put an end to 
the privileges of the company by purchase. This was 
effected in 1755 for 2,200,000 pieces-of-eight ($1,418,000). 
The purchase included the forts, estates, buildings, stores, 
slaves, goods, and money, belonging to the Company in the 



ST. THOMAS, W. I. 85 

Colonies, and its refinery, ship houses, and store houses 
in Copenhagen. 

The rejoicings in the islands were very great, when the news 
of this wise, kind, and liberal step taken by their sovereign, 
reached them. The administration, too, of the government 
was changed for the better by the additions of various courts, 
adding to the general joy. St. Croix at once derived great 
benefit from its deliverance from under the yoke of its op- 
pressors, against whom its planters, unable to reconcile their 
opposite interests, had kept up a continual straggle of ani- 
mosity. But the benefit derived by St. Croix was at the 
expense of St. Thomas. Many of its planters left for St. 
Croix, the soil there being more fertile, and more easy of 
culture, and the land taxes being in its favor. The exclu- 
sive privilege of purchasing slaves in Africa, hitherto held 
by the company, being also abolished, these were now being 
rapidly introduced into St. Croix at a greatly reduced price, 
to the advantage of agriculture. Commerce, too, in St. 
Thomas, had received a severe check. It was impossible, 
now that the company's vessels no longer visited the harbor, 
that the merchants of Copenhagen would enter upon a 
trade with which they were so little acquainted, Besides, 
maoy burdensome commercial resthotions were continued. 
"The rapaciousiiess of the treasury," says Abbe Raynal, 
•* unluckily prevented the advantage which the arrangement 
of taking over the islands by the king, would otherwise 
have produced. .The national productions and merchandise 
— ^in short, whatever they could draw from the first hand, and 

put on board Danish vessels — were to be shipped from the 

6 
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metropolis, free of all duties; but for all manufactures that 
did Bot fall under these descriptions, tlxey demanded a tax of 
four per cent. All imports into the colonies paid five per 
cent., and all ejcports six, of American productions. Whal 
was consumed in the metropolis had two and a half per 
cent, laid upon it, and what was carried to foreign markets 
had one/' To show to what extent the commerce of St 
Thomas had declined, not one Danish . vessel ctttered it» 
harbor in 1756. Many, therefore, of its merchants retired 
to other islands where trade was more flourishing, and of 
the inhabitants who were left, forty-nine fiftieths were 
slaves. Sueh^ too, was the limited quantity of current coiD 
in the islands, that < it became necessary to issue paper 
money, for which the Royal Council in St. Thomas, and the 
Burgher Council in. St. Croix, were made responsible. 
Seeing the decline of conunerce, and feeling its evils, the in- 
habitants of St. Thomas petitioned that it be made a free 
port. This was the first step in those proceedings which 
afterwards resulted in the removal of all burdensome restric- 
tions upon its trade, and restored the island to even more 
than its wonted prosperity. But this did not take place 
until after the lapse of a number of years, and after much 
struggling and complaining, and strange contrivance^ to 
elude the duties, on the part of the inhabitants. 

To give an insight still further into the injurious policy 
pursued at this time towards St. Tliomas, when Harrien 
Felchenhauer succeeded Christian Suchm as governor over 
the island, in 1758, the following orders were issued from 
Copenhagen : Vessels of two hundred tons, loaded from 
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Denmark, Norway, and Sleswick, with provisions for St.. 
Thomas, were to pay at that port, as port charges, two hun- 
dred rix-dollars ; from two hundred to three hundred tons, 
three hundred riz-dollars ; and three hundred tons or more, 
four hundred rix-dollars ; and no inhabitant cou]d leave the 
island permanently, without paying two and a half per cent. 
of his profits, and two and a half per cent, of the value of 
his houses to the government. 

The prosperity of St. John's had kept pace in proportion 
to its size with that of St. Croix, since the king had made 
the islands a part of his dominions. Elated with this pros- 
perity, its ambitious inhabitants sought to have its own 
town and its own commerce. Permission was granted for 
this purpose in 1760, and the land at Coral fiay was laid out 
in magnificent town lots, to remain, however, most drearily 
vacant. A store-house at Creuse Bay, and a ferry to St. 
Thomas, were some little gratification under this disappoint- 
ment. 

In 1761, John Greorge von John, and in 1764, Peter von 
Gunthelberg, were appointed successively as commandants 
over St. Thomas ilnd St, John's. ^On the 9th of April, after 
the latter had entered upon the duties of his office, St. 
Thomas, and especially St. John's, were declared by His 
Islaiesty ports free for vessels of all nations. It was one 
of the last kind and liberal acts of King Frederik V. in 
favor of these islands. Thrice honored be his memory ! It 
was this good king who, at his death in 1766, called his son 
and successor, Christian VII., to his bedside, and addressed 
him in these remarkable words : '< It is a great consolation 
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to me, my eon, in my last moments, to reflect that I have 
offended no one, and that I have shed the blood of none of 
my subjects." 

Christian VIL, on his succession to the throne, re-ap- 
pointed Peter Clausen as Governor-General over the islands, 
he having been superseded, under the late king, in that 
office by Christian Lebrecht, baron of Prock, and Ulrich 
' William floepstorff, lieutenant-colonel, as governor of St. 
Thomas and St. John's. He also confirmed the decree of 
the late king making the ports of these two islands free to 
vessels of all nations, and reduced the export duties on sugar 
and cotton. By these means St. Thomas was gradually 
regaining its commerce. Governor Roepstorff, the year 
after his appointment, organized the Jager corps. He was 
succeeded in his office by Jens Kragh, counsellor. This 
gentleman, by his talents and industry, had risen from being 
a clerk in the company's employment, to his present hon- 
orable post. He constituted the Jager corps a night guard. 
These not proving sufficiently efficient, he added 'to them a 
patrol of citizens. This patrol or night guard of burghers 
was kept up until last year, proving exceedingly burden- 
some and expensive, and thus life and health 'were often 
sacrificed through exposure and dissipation. 

In 1772, Governor Kragh ordered Captain Peter Tarn- 
aryn of the Jager corps,, to take a census of colored persons 
and free negroes inhabiting the town. The result showed 
that there were one hundred and six men capable of bearing 
arms ; forty-one Catholics,, twenty-one Reformed Dutch, 
and the rest Moravians and heath ens. *- Of these,, eleven 
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were masons, twelve carpenters, ten captains of boats, 
twenty-nine sailors, thirteen fishermen, eleven tailors, five 
shoemakers, one cigar-maker, one washer, one goldsmith, 
6ne musician, two planters, and the rest without any occu- 
pation. There were also .thirty-one widows and married 
women with sixty-five children, mostly of the Reformed 
Dutch Church, and eighty-three unmarried women with one 
hundred and six children. Of these latter women, five 
were Lutherans, nine Reformed Dutch, and thirty-two 
Moravians. Total, three hundred and ninety-one persons. 
This year another destructive hurricane occurred. 

Governor Kragh died in 1773, universally lamented, and 
was succeeded by George Host. He prepared statistics of 
cultivated land in the islands, and ordered a census of all 
the inhabitants. The following were the results. In St. 
Thomas there were 39 sugar and 43 cotton estates, contain- 
ing land 75,012 feet long by 203,787 feet broad. On these 
estates were 42 white persons, and 2,523 slaves. In the 
town of St. Thomas were 265 white persons, 336 free ne- 
groes and colored persons, and 1,067 slaves. Total popula- 
tion of St. Thomas, 4,233. In St. John's there were 27 
sugar and 42 cotton estates, containing land 134,808 feet 
long by 158,195 feet broad. On these were 104 white 
persons, and 2,330 slaves. Total population of St. John's, 
2,434. The income of the land treasury at this period 
was only 1,159 rix-doUars, and its expenses 1,170 rix- 
doUars. Governor Host, during his administration, prepared 
a civil history of the island. It mainly details the successive 
civil ofiicers, with the various decrees issued by the home 
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government from time to time. He was succeeded in 1773 
by Thomas von Malleville, colonel of infantry, as Com- 
mandant of St. Thomas and St. John's. He was a native 
of the island, and was the first Commandant not belonging 
to the Lutheran Church. 

We have but little nK)re to record of St. Thomas until 
the year 1792, save that a severe drought prevailed in 1^89, 
and lasted three years. Such was the distress which it 
occasioned, that many planters in the three .islands were 
constrained to sell some of their slaves to the French and 
Spanish colonies to prevent starvation.* 

From the year 1792, a great change commenced in the 
commercial prosperity of the island. Since the abolishment 
of the Danish West India Company in 1755, commerce had 
continued at a low ebb. It was somewhat revived in 1764 
and 176i6, when the port was declared free for vessels of all 
nations ; still its operations were limited. Bfit now, owing 
to the wai;s of Europe, wonderful was the advance of the 
island in greatly increased agricultural and commercial 
interests. The neutral port attracted hundreds from Eu^ 
rope and the other West India Islands, who now crowded 
in to enjoy its advantages. So great was the strife to share 
in these, that from the year 1792 to 1801, no less than fifteen 
hundred and sixty*nine strangers had enrolled themselves as 
citizens. The town, at the commencement of this prosperity, 
was confined principally to the main street. With the 

* Catteau states that there were imported into the Spanish Antilles 
from 1778 to 1789, 23,342 African slaves, 17,113 in foreign, and 6,229 
in Danish vessels. 
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influx of foreigners, stores and dwellings were rapidly built, 
and the town extended in every direction, and was supposed 
in 1799 to contain over seven thousand inhabitants. Many 
of these were refugees from Sc« Domingo. We might 
bere detail the particulars of this commercial prosperity, 
but prefer embodying them in a separate chapter on the 
commercial history of the island. Colonel Malleville con- 
tinued commandant of St. Thomas and St. John's until 179(S, 
when be was appointed governor-general over the three 
islands and removed to St. Croix. He was succeeded by 
Colonel Von Muhlenfels, as commandant of St. Thomas, 
who, in his turn, was succeeded by Colonel C. W. Von 
Schotten, in 1800. 

It was in this year that Denmark, after struggling to main- 
tain her neutrality, felt herself constrained, together with 
Sweden and Prussia, to join the northern confederacy of 
Fatil I. of Russia, with the ostensible purpose, on the part 
of the confederacy, of protecting their commerce against the 
encroachments of the English by sea. Thus led. away by 
the impetuosity of the unfortunate Paul^ the crown-prince 
of Denmark was immediately involved in a war with Eng- 
iand. His fleet was defeated at Copenhagen on the 2d 
of AfHrilf 1801, and St.> Thomas having been blockaded for 
flome time, was surrendered on the 1st of the same month, 
to a military and naval force under Colonel Cowell, by 
Commandant Colonel W. Von Schotten. The island was 
held by Great Britain until 22d February, 1802, when it was 
restored to Denmark. The Danes, by their courage, had 
obtained a truce, upon which Denmark acceded to the 
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treaty of Russia with Great Britain. Daring the ten 
months that the island was thus held, its commerce and 
prosperity were greatly depressed ; hut they at once returned 
to their former state when the port hecame once more 
neutral. Fort Cowell was huilt when the English had pos- 
session, and was named after its English commander. 
Wealth now continued to pour into St. Thomas, and with 
it luxury and vice prevailed to an alarming extent in the 
community. Judgments followed. In 1804 a devastating 
fire swept over the niain part of the .town, and laid the 
modern Tyre in ashes. Twelve hundred houses were con- 
sumed, with a large amount of valuable goods. The loss 
was estimated at $11,000,000, a part of this falling on 
European merchants, who had sent out merchandise on 
consignment. During the following year the town was 
rebuilt, and the stcures erected were of a more safe and 6ub> 
fttantial character. In 1806, two more extensive fires 
ccurred, the one consuming four hundred and eight and the 
other four hundred buildings. In the latter, stores were 
again wrapt in flames, and goods to the amount of $5,000,000 
were destroyed. A still heavier blow fell upon the ap- 
parently doomed place, where God was too much forgotten 
and his laws disregarded. The island was again surren- 
dered by Colonel Yon Schotten to the English 22d December, 
1807. In 1807i from the' peculiar state of Europe, Denmark 
was forced to include herself in Napoleon's continental 
system. A French army stood on the borders of her king- 
dom, and Napoleon and Alexander had become personal 
friends at Tilsit. England, fearing that Denmark would 



ST. THOMAS, W. I. 93 

now be no longer able to maintain her neutrality, and would 
yield up faer navy to supply the loss of the French at Tra- 
falgar, demanded of Denmark a defensive alliance, or a 
surrender of her fleet as a pledge of her neutrality. Both 
were denied. The result is too well known. Her capital 
bombarded for four days, two thousand four hundred houses 
ruined or laid in ashes, thirteen hundred inhabitants killed, and 
her entire fleet captured^ was a fate hard indeed, and 
rendered yet harder by the fact that Denmark had struggled 
honestly to preserve her neutrality. England now offered 
the Crown-prince, Frederick VL, neutrality or alliance ; he 
however rejected all proposals, and declared war against 
that kingdom. The Danish West India Islands were in 
consequence taken by the British force under command of 
General McLean. There were quartered in St. Thomas 
fifteen hundred troops. Thus subjected, the commerce of 
the island was greatly restricted, and her merchants were 
obliged to transact their business with English houses. But 
few other than English vessels entered the harbor. At 
length, peace being restored, the islands were surrendered 
to Denmark, April 15th, 1815, having been exchanged for 
the island of Heligoland, which Denmark was obliged to 
cede to Great Britain. 

Colonel Von Holten was now appointed commandant of 
St. Thomas and St. John's. Business once more resumed 
its wonted channels, and flowed on, if not with so full a 
current, yet more quietly and with less impetuous rapidity. 
In 1815 a brisk trade sprang up with Porto Rico, Spain 

5* 
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having then permitted foreigners to settle in that island, 
which has continued with more or less success ever since. 
Commerce was also extended to South America ; but this 
is anticipating our next chapter. 

But few facts now remain to be recorded, to bring our 
history to its close. In 1819 Major T. Von Schoiten suc- 
ceeded Commandant Yon Hoi ten in his office. That year 
another dreadful hurricane occurred on the 21st September. 
About this time many Spanish families fled to St. Thomas, 
i n consequence of the revolution in the Spanish Province^ 
of SoutlkAmerica. The town was then supposed to num- 
ber, thirteen thousand inhabitants more than has ever occu- 
pied it since. Major T. Von Schoiten was relieved from 
time to time in his command by Captain C. G. Fleischer, 
Admiral Jessen, and General Von Sobotker, between the 
years 1820 and 1825. In 1825 another dreadful fire devas- 
tated the town, destroying twelve hundred houses and 
tenements, which was followed by yet another in 1826, 
which consumed the custom-house, Danish church, and 
sixty dwellings. Since this period, save in 1837, when 
another hurricane devastated the town, St. Thomas has 
enjoyed a uniform prosperity, with but little of especial in- 
terest to mark its history. Agriculture has greatly declined, 
but very few estates being now under culture. Commerce, 
as it will be seen, has sustained its importance. 

From 1830 to the present time. Counsellor Rosenorn, 
Commander L. I. Rohde, K. D., General J Von Sobotker, 
and Chamberlain Colonel F. Von Oxholm, K. D., have sue- 
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cessively been at the head of the administration of the 
government, either as governors or vice-governors. 

Whilst Commander Rohde was governor, a serious and 
alarming conspiracy was discovered, September 8th, 1831, 
at Tortola. The negroes had formed a plot to murder 
the white males, plunder the island, seize the vessels, and 
then, carrying off the wives of their former masters, proceed 
to Hayti. Immediately that this horrid plan was revealed, 
the Hon. Mr. Donovan, who then presided over the English 
Virgin Island's, despatched a messenger to St. Thomas, 
beseeching help of the Government. Commander Hohde 
promptly ordered' the man-of-war brig, St. Jan, Captain 
Bodenhoff, to proceeed to Tortola, where she arrived on the 
11th at noon. With the presence of this armed vessel, and 
the measures which had been taken to arm the inhabitants, 
the conspirators abandoned their plot, and made no attempt 
to carry it out. The St. Jan remained until the 19th, when 
all fears on the part of the government had subsided. Hav- 
ing received no sympathy or aid from St. Christopher's, to 
which island they had also sent for assistance, the officers 
of government and the inhabitants felt doubly grateful to 
Commander Rohde and the captain of the brig for the warm 
interest felt and manifested by them so generously in their 
welfare. Having thus occupied ourselves mainly with the 
rise and progress of the Danish colonies, especially that of 
St. Thomas, we shall give in the two following chapters, 
the commercial and religious history o£ this island, and then 
dwell upon its present condition. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

The Commerce of St. Thomaa-^Its Origin and Progress firom the E«- 
tablishment of the Danish West India Company to the present day. 

In order to give a general outline in this chapter of the 
origin and history of the commerce of St. Thomas, it will 
be necessary to recur to the establishment of the Danish 
West India and Guinea Company, in the year 1671, and to 
repeat some of the circumstances which have been already 
mentioned. 

From the title this Company assumed, it would appear, 
that it was to the cultivation of the soil, rather than to 
commerce, that its members looked for the success of their 
undertaking ; and that this cultivation was to be carried on 
by the only means then adopted by all nations possessing 
colonies in these islands, namely, the importation of slaves 
from the coast of Africa. It was not, however, until eight 
years after the colony in St. Thomas was formed, that an 
expedition was dispatched, having for its object the impor- 
tation of negroes. T^e Company monopolized this traffic, 
as far as their own colonies were concerned, and in time, 
supplied them all with the strength required for their culti- 
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vation. From the nature of the soil, and the present condi- 
tion of agriculture in the island of St. Thomas, it is difficult 
to imagine that any great return was obtained for the 
expense incurred in that island, and it does not appear that 
the Company ever arrived at any great pitch of pros- 
perity. 

We have seen that another privileged association was 
formed in 1685, called the Brandenburg Company. Not- 
withstanding its name, the partners in it were almost exclu- 
sively Dutch. Commerce was their object, and they were 
very soon engaged in an extensive and lucrative trade. 
We are left very much to conjecture as to the nature of 
their commerce. It does not appear that they were permit- 
ted to share with the Danish Company in the slave-trade, 
and it is more than probable they dedicated themselves to 
the importation of provisions, and the manufactures of their 
native country, as well as other European nations, which 
they disposed of for the consumption of St. Thomas, the 
neighboring Antilles, and the Spanish colpnies on the Con- 
tinent of South America. This they were enabled to do 
the more advantageously, since from the general neutrality 
of Denmark in the wars of Europe, her flag was a protection 
at sea, and her port an open one to all comers. This neu- 
trality was an especial source of the prosperity of St. 
Thomas, for the prizes of the different belligerent . powers 
that were captured in the West Indies were frequently 
brought to its port for sale ; and thus an extensive entrepot 
of the productions of almost every country was established, 
and the island no doubt soon became the resort of trading 
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vessels from all points of the West Indies and South Ame- 
rica, when they dared not, for fear of capture, venture on 
more distant voyages. 

The Charter of the Brandenburg Company expired in 
1716, leaving the trade once more in the bands of the West 
India and Guinea Company, in which his Majesty, the king 
of Denmark, had, from the beginning, been a principal 
shareholder. This association retained the entire monopoly 
6f commerce, excluding all other Danish subjects from any 
participation in it, yet so completely was it wanting in the 
energy necessary to command success in such pursuits, that 
it never went beyond the employing of one vessel of no 
very great burden in importing slaves into the colony, 
and carrying thence its products to Denmark. In order 
that the inhabitants should not altogether starve, or be 
driven from the island, permission was afforded to the 
Dutch, and the British colonists of North America, to 
introduce provisions and merchandise. With this opening, 
the sagacious and enterprising Dutchmen soon made them- 
selves entire masters of the commerce. The jealousy of the 
Danes was f<ythwith excited, and on the accession of seve- 
ral merchants of Copenhagen as partners of the Company, 
it was once more decided to annul the new privileges which 
had been granted to Holland. This state of things lasted 
for several years, during which the Company held almost 
sovereign sway ia the island. In one branch of its prero- 
gative, however, it was perfectly ready to admit the general 
body of the colonists to a participation, or even to cede it to 
them altogether. This was the payment of the force 
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necessary for its protection. Accordingly w^e find it stated 
in an old record of the year 1726, that after many disputes, 
the colonibts undertook to relieve the Compaliy of the 
charge altogether. In this they were no doubt induced by 
the hope of improving their own situation, which had 
become anything but agreeable from the oppressions and 
exactions of the Company. 

The inhabitants at last, in 1775, succeeded in inducing 
the king to interfere in their behalf. His Majesty took over 
the Company's rights, and held the management of the 
colonies in his own hands. The policy at first adopted, 
however, eoDtinued to be (tf a restricted nature, ill suited to 
promote the prosperity of an island possessed of but small 
internal resources, and hav'mg little but its excellent har- 
bor, and central ^tuation, to recommend it. Symptoms of 
decay became apparent, and to remedy this the king very 
wisely, in 1764, threw open the port to vessels of all nations. 
This was confirmed in 1766, when the duties were so 
arranged that, though nominally higher, their actual amount 
was not over cme and ar half per cent, on the value of the 
importations. 

It is somewhat singular, that this freedom of trade was 
especially extended to St. John's, and that that island was 
considered as the fittest to become the seat of the flourish- 
ing commerce which was expected to result from the adop- 
tion of this liberal measure. 

From 1766 to 1792, we have but few records to assist us 
in describing the commercial progress of St. Thomas. The 
absence of all restrictions on commerce and navigation in 
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this little island, surrounded as it was by countries where a 
very different policy prevailed, soon attracted the notice of 
enterprising Europeans to it, as a point from which the 
manufactured goods of their respective countries could be 
easily introduced into the islands and continent in its 
vicinity, whence they would, no doubt, draw a very large 
profitable return in the valuable products of these places. 
Thus the population was considerably increased, and it 
became of that mixed character which it retains to this day ; 
and possibly about this period were established some of the 
old commercial houses whose lineal or indirect successors 
are m some instances still flourishing in the island. 

During this interval, too, the British Colonies in North 
America had thrown off the yoke of England ; and we are 
safe in surmising that the enterprising merchants of the 
infant Republic were not slow to avail themselves of this 
opening for the extension of their commerce in the West 
Indies. Accordingly we find it stated in an unpretending 
volume cf memoranda relating to St. Thomas,*" that in 1792, 
on the author's arrival, " the greatest part of the shipping 
that came into the harbor were American vessels, small 
Spanish sloops and boats, and large English merchantmen.'* 
But it does not appear that any Americans had as yet settled 
in the island. 

By this time, then, the importations of manufactured 
goods from Europe, and provisions from the United States, 
must have reached a respectable amount. The ^* Spanish 
sloops and boats" mentioned, were no doubt part of the 

* Nissen's Reminiscences. 
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customers who took off these importations, leaving in 
exchange for them specie, in the shape of dollars, dou- 
bloons, &c. 

An immensely increased impetus was given to the com- 
merce of St. Thomas by the breaking out of the war in 1792, 
consequent upon the French revolution. The island then 
profited by the neutrality maintained by Denmark. It 
became the only market in the West Indies for the products 
of all the colonies, and the only channel through which they 
could be conveyed to the countries in the North of Europe. 
The resort to it of mercantile speculators from all quarters, 
brought a large addition to its population ; and the author 
before quoted informs us, that many stcNres and houses were 
built, and that in the year 1793 one hundred and four per- 
sons took out burgher briefs ; that is, paid the tax required 
to qualify them to begin business in the colony. 

The war naturally raised the price of West Indian pro- 
ductions in Europe to an enormous degree ; and though St. 
Thomas had but little of these productions of her own to 
export, great quantities came pouring in for sale, and were 
transmitted to Europe and America in neutral vessels, in 
order to avoid the cruisers of the nations that were at war 
with each other. On the other hand, large importations of 
merchandise arrived from Europe, and of flour and other 
provisions from the United States, which were immediately 
sold and dispersed among the British, Spanish, and French 
colonies. This trade was greatly molested by British and 
French privateers, particularly the former, which were by 
far the more numerous, and ' the more indefatigable in their 



102 COMMERCIAL AND KELIOIOUS HISTORY OF 

vocation. Loud complaints were made of this state of 
things ; but all who reflected on the subject clearly saw that 
it was to the very circumstances complained of, that they 
owed the immense profits derived from their adventures, 
when they managed to steer clear of the dangers by which 
they were surrounded. 

A short interruption to this prosperity occurred in 1801, 
when the island was given up to the British, who held it, 
however, for only ten months. Early in 1802 it was 
restored to Denmark, and resumed all its former activity. 
The harbor was again crowded with German, Danish, Eng- 
lish, French, and Spanish vessels, besides a few from the 
Mediterranean ports, and many belonging to the United 
States. 

Immense losses in merchandise and other property were 
sustained by fires in 1804 and 1806, but these losses were 
speedily surmounted, and the restored parts of the town 
always assumed a much more substantial and regular 
appearance than they had worn before the accidents 
occurred. 

The British Commissariat Department in the West 
Indies had frequently recourse to St. Thomas for the 
purpose of raising the large amounts of specie required for 
the payment and provisions of its sea and land forces. This 
i^as accomplished by the sale of bills drawn upon the Royal 
Treasury in London^ which were readily bought up by the 
English and other merchants. The rate at which the bills 
were sold — frequently $4 50 per pound sterling — was, in 
itself, a source of considerable gain to the purchasers. 
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Late in the year 1807, St. Thomas was again, by capitu- 
lation, transferred to Great Britain, who, however, this time 
retained it nearly eight years, or until April, 1815. The 
first result of the change of masters was an increase in the 
prices of all kinds of American provisions, timber, &c., and 
a scarcity, or, rather, almost total absence, of all the Ger- 
man, French, Spanish, and Italian commodities, to which 
the inhabitants had been so long accustomed. The harbor 
was no longer gay with the flags of all nations, although 
three or four times a year a sight of smrpassing interest was 
to be seen in the assembling of the numerous homeward 
bound English ships at St. Thomas, for the purpose of 
obtaining the benefit of the convoy of men-of-war appointed 
to protect them on their voyage. The number of merchant 
ships varied according to the season of the year. The 
convoy, which sailed in the month of August, frequently 
numbered not fewer than four bundled, while the smallest 
, was composed of at bast a hundred vessels. It must have 
been a sight of no common interest to witness the departure 
of so numerous a fleet, even though composed of merchant 
vessels. Many of them were of a large class, and partly 
armed, while all no doubt did their utmost to make a 
respectable appearance under the eyes of so many observers, 
and to avoid the stigma of laggard, from their proud and 
majestic conductors — the men-of-war. 

Trade during these years languished, but was not 
annihilated. What remained of it was turned into a differ* 
ent channel. The manufactures of the northern and middle 
countries of Europe were imported in British vessels by way 
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of England, and considerable quantities of foreign West 
India produce found its way through St. Thomas to the 
English market, introduced, no doubt, as the growth of a 
British possession. American provisions, and lumber of all 
kinds, were received through the^small Swedish island of 
St. Bartholomew, which had also been made a free port ; 
and from British North America were received the produc- 
tions of that country direct. Great Britain, of course, sup- 
plied the island with her manufactures in abundance, and 
Ireland sent provisions and linens ; but the change from a 
neutral, to the flag of a belligerent power, rei.dered it 
infinitely more difficult to dispose of their importations to 
advantage. 

In April, 1815, the Danes again became masters of the 
island. Foreign vessels speedily arrived laden with the 
goods that had so long been prohibited. Numbers of the 
smaller class of vessels, schooners, sloops, &c., were put 
under Danish colors, and adventures to tlie other West 
India islands and the Spanish main, were jesumed with the 
same activity as in former times. Produce once more 
poured into the island, and many Danish ships were loaded 
and dispatched for the European markets. 

Commerce was again molested by privateers, but this 
time they sailed under the Columbian and Buenos Ayrean 
flags, and continued to commit depredations during the 
entire continuance of the war of independence between 
Spain and her South American colonies — that is from 1808 
to 1825. These pretended privateers had, in many cases, 
no right to the flags they had assumed, and were, in fact, 
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nothing better than pirates, who took indiscriminately what- 
ever came in their way that was worth capturing, and 
weaker than themselves, adding frequently to their other 
crimes, the wanton slaughter of the crews or passengers 
they found in their prizes. 

The South American struggle for independence brought 
a new addition to the population by the: emigration from 
that country to St. Thomas, of many of its inhabitants, 
principally natives of Old Spain. In some cases the fugi- 
tives brought with them means sufficient to begin business, 
and some of them became^ afterwards, among the wealthi- 
est merchants of the island. 

When it became evident to the European Powers that 
the South Americans could succeed in throwing off the 
yoke of the mother country, their enterprising merchants 
began already to meditate the opening of a direct trade with 
these rich and fertile regions, and as early as 1824 direct 
importations were made at various of the Colombian ports. 
This, of course, was so much withdrawn from the commerce 
of St. Thomas ; but, in the meantime, the island of Porto 
Rico, had so increased in its population and productions, as 
in a great degree to make up the loss of the South Ameri- 
can trade. 

St. Thomas has gone on prospering up to the present 
day. Some, however, suppose its prosperity has now 
reached its culminating point, and that it cannot hope long 
to maintain the important position it has acquired. Those 
who thus predict its decay, point chiefly tq * some attempts 
that are now making in Porto Rico to follow the example 
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of South America, by establishing a direct trade with the 
manufacturing countries of Europe and America. But the 
usual blindness of Spanish commercial policy is too evident 
in the steps that are taken for that purpose, to admit of the 
slightest probability of their success. The St. Thomas 
trade with that island has long lost its original character of 
a cash business, and for many years the most liberal and 
extended credits have been afforded to the Spanish dealers. 
These facilities h^re been the means of creating a large and 
respectable class of shopkeepers in Porto B^ico, from whom 
by far the greatest part of the custom-house revenues ia 
derived ; and, indeed, not a few of the sugar plantations of 
the island have been established by means of the facilities 
thas afforded by St Thomas. And this is the sort of con- 
nexion to which, by a most unreasonable scale of differential 
duties against importations fromStt Thomas, the Porto Bico 
authorities are doing all they can to put an end to. In the 
meantime, a few individual traders of the Spanish island, 
and possibly some of the authorities themselves, are reaping 
large advantages from the present state of things; while the 
numerous body of shopkeepers, before mentioned, see the 
lucrative occupations they have been so long accustomed 
to, trammelled by the unwise measures of their own rulers, 
and only for the purpose of enrichitig a few individuals, 
principally we believe foreigners, who are there for the sole 
purpose of acquiring wealth with which to remove as soon 
as possible to their own countries. The Spanish traders 
complain, not indeed loudly, but deeply, while they are in 
St. Thomas, of the injuries they sustain by these measures ; 
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but their dread of expulsion, or other punishment, deters 
them from making their complaints known to the Cortes of 
Spain, the only quarter whence they might possibly hope to 
receive redress. 

The result of thQ, Porto Rico policy will probably be that 
which invariably follows unreasonable restrictions on com- 
merce, namely, the increase of smuggling, and consequently 
empty coffers in the custom-houses, while its destructive 
effect on the morality of the population, is perhaps, still 
more to be deplored. 

St. Thomas, as the principal rendezvous of the British 
steam-packets, and from its central situation in the great 
route from Europe to the rich countries now opening up on 
the Pacific ocean, will, we hope, still continue to prosper* 
even should its Spanish neighbors succeed (which, how- 
ever, does not seem likely) in dispensing with her con- 
nexion.* 

At present, the value of goods imported into St. Thomas 
may be set down at $6,000,000 ; probably half of which 
comes from Europe, about $1,000,000 from the United 
States and British America, and the rest from France, 
Hamburg, Altona, Flensburg, Bremen, and Holland, with 
Spain, and one or two ports in the Mediterranean. It is 

* Since the above was Written, the Government of Spain, apparently . 
actuated by sounder views of commercial policy tl^i its colonial depu- 
tieS) has seen fit to order the withdrawal of the greater part of the 
differential duties on importations from St. Thomas, and from the 1st of 
November of this year, they will be reduced to 2i per cent. Vessels 
under the Spanish flag, however, when coming from St. Thomas, will 
continue to be treated as foreign as £ur as their cargoes are concerned. 
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estimated that $2,000,000 of these imports go to the island 
of Porto Rico \* and it is ascertained by a return lately 
made to a pnblic body in St. Thomas, that her merchants, 
either for their own or for account of her European and 
American correspondents, take on an average $1,021,114 
per annum in Porto Rico produce, and $999,962 in the 
paper of its mercantile houses, besides making occasional 
remittances of specie, which in 1849 and 1850 amounted to 
$216,992. It is true that but little of the produce thus 
exported comes to St. Thomas, since its merchants usually 
send their vessels to load in Porto Rico, whence they sail 
direct for their ultimate destinations. The absence of any 
explanation of this circumstance, in the official returns to 
Madrid, is directly calculated to mislead the Spanish Gov- 
ernment as to the nature of the relations between the two 
islands. 

V The remaining portions of the imports of St. Thomas go 
to St. Domingo, Cuba, Venezuela, New Grrenada, Cura9oa, 
and the Windward Islands, but it is next to impossible to 
ascertain what proportion finds its way to each of these 
countries respectively. 

The shipping, as far as regards the number of vessels 
entering the port, does not seem to have increased during 
the last thirty- two years, although there hap been a large 
augmentation in point of tonnage, arising partly from the 
quantity of coal imported since 1841, for the use of the 
Royal Mail Steam-packet Company's ships, which amounts 
to no less than 42,000 tons per annum ; and partly from the 

* McCulloeh states it ia 1839 at $1,9(^1,617. 
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increased size of the vessels employed in the importation of 
goods from Europe. 

In 1819, the number of vessels that arrived was 2,358 ; 
tonnage, 157,003 tons. In 1850, the vessels numbered only 
2196, while the tonnage came up 1o 235,843, in which the 
British mail steamers are not included. The average for 
the last thirty-two years is found to be 2,512 vessels, mea- 
suring 182,038 tons ; and there seems to be no reason to anti- 
cipate a decay, so long as the masters of the islands continue 
to pursue the liberal system of commercial policy which 
has conducted it to its present prosperity. 



/ 
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CHAPTER IX 

Slavery in the Bliiisli Islands — Stepe towards Emancipation— Insur- 
rection in St Croix, 1848 — ^Emancipation — Labor Act — Losses to 
Owners — Compensation— Present State of the Working Classes in 
St ThoDMs. 

The three islands, St. Thomas, St. John's, and St. Croix, as 
we have seen, were successively, as colonized by the Danes, 
supplied with slaves imported by the Danish West India 
and Guinea Company, from the coast of Africa. This sup- 
ply was, at a very early period in the history of the colo- 
nies, more than abundant"* A very large number were of 
the most savage character. When all the islands had been 
supplied, they numbered together over 31,000. To subdue 
them to bondage, and compel them to labor, led to the most 
rigorous measures. Life and limb were often sacrificed, 
that order might be maintained and refractory spirits over- 
come. At first, almost unlimited power was held by mas- 
ters over them. By degrees, the government restricted this 
power, and placed the slaves under more humane laws. An 

* The slaves in the three islands have never exceeded the following 
Bombers : St Thomas, 3,M0 ; St John's, 2,500 ; St Croix, S6,000. 
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advanced civilization was everywhere humanizing society. 
But little, however, had been done to bring them under the 
hallowed influence of Christianity, save through the personal 
influence of pious colonists, until the year 1732, when the 
Moravians commenced their labors for the conversion of the 
heathen, by establishing a Mission' in St. Thomas. It will 
be seen, in the remarks made on the history of this denomi- 
nation in the island, that, although they had to encounter 
great and almost insurmountable difliculties, a good success 
ultimately crowned their eflbrts, not only in St. Thomas, but 

r 

also in St. Croix and St. John's. Perceiving the advan- 
tages of these missions, the King of Denmark, at an early 
period after their establishment, took them under his foster- 
ing care, and many slaves were turned from their heathenish 
views and immoralities to the service of God, and obedience 
to his laws. That the islands thus reaped a great advantage 
in the improved character of their slaves, none can for a mo- 
ment doubt ; and that Christianity was thus brought to 
pour its blessings upon blinded and besotted minds, turning 
them from darkness to light, and bringing them out of the 
bondage of sin to the liberty of the gospel, rejoices every 
believing heart. 

To the honor <rf Christian VII. (or rather of Frederik VI,, 
who then ruled Denmark as regent), the slave trade was 
declared unlawful by the Danish government, as early as 
1792. It was abolished in 18(^3, this government thus 
nobly leading the way in checking that awful sin which 
has now been denounced by every Christian nation. Owing 
to many difficulties, however, the slave trade was not en- 
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tirely suppressed in the colonies, until several years after- 
wards. 

His late Majesty, King Christian YIII., was induced, in 
the year 1847, to enact certain laws towards the complete 
emancipation of all the slaves in his West India Colonies. 
From the 28th July of that year, it was ordered that all 
children, born of those held in bondage, should be free ; and 
also, that at the end of twelve years, slavery should entirely 
cease. There was but little demonstration of joy in the 
three islands, when these orders were made known to the 
slaves. Discontent was rather manifested ; and the orders 
exerted a stronger influence upon their minds than was sus- 
pected at the time, as events ultimately showed. The 
policy of publishing these orders, especially the one that 
slavery should cease at the end of twelve years, is at least 
doubtful. Does not the result show that the slaves might 
have been better prepared for freedom without such know- 
ledge, and would it not have delivered from the insurrection 
which soon followed, and the evils attendant upon it ? But 
the intention of the government was most benevolent, and 
the mistaken step had also been taken by the kingdom of 
Great Britain, in her apprentice system. 

Bendere^l now more anxious for the sweets of freedom, 
the slaves in St. Croix, the next year, 1848, in the most 
quiet and successful manner plotted an insurrection. As 
their concerted plan was adopted by a great proportion of 
their number, and for some length of time before its execu- 
tion, it is really astonishing that it had not been more exten- 
sively divulged. Up to the very day of its breaking out, 
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but few if any ot the planters or citizens had the least sus- 
picion of its existence. It was known, however, to some of 
the officers of government, and warnings had been written 
from Tortola. July 2d ushered in the Sabbath morning, 
with its usual quietness and peace. ^As the day advanced, 
tranquil enjoyment and religious feeling seemed to reign 
throughout the island. Towards evening a commotion was 
visible; still, but few felt any uneasiness. About eight o'clock, 
however, there was suddenly a too* fearful evidence given 
that the slaves had risen in rebellion. Simultaneously 
alarms rang out from many estates as the given signal ; and 
as these alarms rolled on throughout every part of the island, 
consternation and terror, tumult and uproar, spread on all 
sides.- Fear in its most bitter forms now seized upon the 
minds of the inhabitants of Frederiksted and the estates 
contiguous, and many rushed immediately on board the 
shipping lying in the harbor. Several inhabitants applied 
to the authorities for orders to resist with the militia force, 
but they were refused. The night was one of horror, 
especially to those "^ho were unable to escape from their 
estates. Terror conjectured the. worst consequences. But 
the anxiety and dread, carried to the utmost pitch, though 
natural under the circumstances, were unnecessary. No 
violence was offered to persons or property during the night, 
as its sleepless hours passed ; and it is doubtful if any of the 
slaves wuuld have entered the town, had the inhabitants 
remained in their dwellings, and the militia at that post of 
duty which they sought in vain. In the meantime, a 
messenger had been dispatched to the Governor-General 
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Yon Scholten at Christiansted, informing him of the insur- 
rection, and requesting his immediate presence. 

At eight o'clock on the morning of the 3d| about two 
thousand negroes from the north-side estates marched into 
town, armed with various weapons. They went directly to 
the fort, and demanded their freedom. In the absence of 
the Governor-General, they were told by the officer of the 
fort, that there was no one who had the authority to grant 
their request. Their numbers increasing by a band of 3,000 
from the south and middle parts of the island, and their 
passions becoming more inflamed from their associated 
influence, they proceeded to the destruction of property. 
The police-oflice and judge's house were completely sacked, 
and every document, many of them of the greatest im- 
portance, destroyed, or scattered to the winds. The house 
of the judge's assistant shared a like fate. The whipping- 
post met with little mercy ; it was uprooted, carried in 
triumph to the wharf, and thrown into the sea. As yet, 
private property, apart from the government officers', was 
undisturbed, save in a very few instances. Returning again 
to the fort, and restless at the continued absence of the 
Governor-General, their conduct became more violent, and 
they threatened that, if their freedom was not proclaimed by 
4 p. M., they would burn the town. No attempt, however, 
was made to assault the fort, although in the most insolent 
manner they charged the soldiers with cowardice, and dared 
them to Are. Not a shot had yet been flred against them, 
nor the least resistance made to their violent proceedings. 
Having now had entire possession of the town for several 
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tioars, and many of the white familm being eUll in ike 
interior of the eountry, thi^ wa«, no doubt, %% this im§, it 
I»rudeiit course. The very wor9t eonsequences «WQf» mWffh 
headed from their reveage, if they shoald now be vm$^' 
As it waa, a eitizea who had fled to the fort having imfKru- 
dently made a remark to them which exaspf^ated lb#U 
feelings, they immediately proceeded to hie hpv^ ai|l etore» 
and laid everything waste. 

At length the Governor-General arrived iji hie carriage 
from Christiansted, and entered the fort. A great crowd of 
negroee had in the meantime gathered around the wallf. 
There was an intense anxiety on the part of all to know 
what would be the course of the Grovernor-General. The 
commander of the fort repeatedly a>sked for orders. The 
Danish man-of-war had sailed from Baesin, and' wi^s 
momentarily expected. At length, to the amazement of the 
Queers and citizens, freedom was proclaimed from the riim- 
parts, by the Governor-General, to all the slaves if) tbe 
Danish West India Islands. Having been made to under- 
etand the proclamation, and being exhorted by the Governor- 
General to retire to the estates, now that they had gained 
their demands, many left the town, and quietness was 
partially restored for that evening. 

At Christian^ttl, on Monday night (the 3d), a band of 
negroes from that part of the island attempted to enter the 
town about ten o'clock. Arrangements had been made to 
resist them, by stationing a force at the principal entrances. 
Pressing in by the main avenue, they were ordered back by 
the officer in command. Not obeying, a blank cartridge 
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was fired from a small field-piece to intimidate then. Still 
pressing on in the most daring and disorderly manner, grape- 
shot was at length poured into their dense^ ranks, killing 
several and wounding many. This single shot, which was 
fired by a militia officer in direct opposition to his superior, 
had the desired effect, as they all fled, and gave up their 
attempt upon the place. 

The night of the 3d was one of greater horror than that 
of the 2d. Fires were everywhere visible, lighting up the 
very heavens ; and as the slaves had entire possession- of 
the island, ^ve the town 'of Christiansted and the fort at 
Frederiksted (but few of the whites remaining on the 
estates, and the great body of the women and children being 
on board vessels in the respective harbors), it was believed 
that the island was lost, and that the slaves would pro- 
ceed to plunder and mufder. On Tuesday, the 4th, the 
authorities in Frederiksted, recovering from their alarm and 
surprise, called out the militia to protect the town. The 
negroes again advanced upon it from the country, but 
finding they were about to be resisted, retired ; nor did 
they attempt again to enter Christiansted. In the country, 
^however, the utmost disorder prevailed, and on several 
estates the work of destruction was most ruthless and 
savage. ^ 

On the morning of the 4th, the arrival of the schooner 
« Vigilant" from St. Croix announced the startling intelli- 
gence of the insurrection to the inhabitants of St. Thomas. 
Great excitement at once prevailed, and this was increased 

» 

by the proclamation of freedom at the drum-head in the 
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public Streets. A crowd of women and boys followed the 
drum, and shouted and danced merrily ; otherwise, order 
prevailed in the town. In the country the proclamation 
was received by the slaves in the most quiet manner, and 
all continued at their work. The fires which were burning 
in St. Croix on the night of the 4th being visible by their 
reflection in St. Thomas, aroused the worst fears for the fate 
of that island, and added to the uneasiness and alarm of the 
citizens. Those especially who had relatives and friends in 
St. Croix were greatly agitated and distressed. The town, 
however, remained quiet during the night, and on the 

• 

morning of the next day (the 5th), the planters from the 
country reported the negroes still all at work. The fear of 
disorder in this island then began to subside, but the excite- 
ment of the town was again brought to the highest pitch, 
when the " Vigilant" arrived a second time with an officer 
from the authorities of St. Croix, requesting immediate 
assistance from the militia, and also that the English steamer 
" Eagle" be dispatched to Porto Rico for Spanish troops. 
A request was also made upon the officer of the English 
man-of-war ** Thunderer," then lying in the harbor of St. 
Thomas, that his vessel proceed to Christiansted for protec- 
tion. A body of sixty volunteers from the Burgher and 
Jajer corps immediately embarked for St. Croix in the 
'* Vigilant," cheered from the wharfs by an immense con- 
course of people. The steamer " Eagle," accompanied by 
the Spanish Consul at St. Thomas, Sefior Don F. V. 
Segundo, whose lively interest and sympathy at the time 

deserved all praise, got under weigh for Porto Rico. The 

6* 
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authorities now heard that the negroes in the country had 
ceased work, and were meditating an entrance into town. 
Every precaution was immediately taken at the fort by its 
active commander. Special constables volunteered and 
were sworn in, patrols organized, and the " Thunderer'' 
dropped anchor off the King's Wharf to cover the town. 
At 7 P. M. the schooner " Von Scholten*' arrived with a 
large body of passengers ; among them were severid 
Moravian missionaries, all fleeing from St. Croix for protect 
tion and safety to St. Thomas. 

On this day, in St. Croix^ the negroes still held the 
interior of the island, and no communication wia suffered 
by them to be held with its different parts. Three hundred 
men were under arms in Frederiksted, and one thousand is 
Christiansted. A part of those who had fled to the ship- 
ping were returning on shore during the day, but sleeping 
on board during the night. Efforts were also being made 
during the day from both ends of the island, through the 
clergy and officers, with various messengers, to queH the 
riot in the country. No troops, however, were marched 
out. Fires were again burning in St. Croix in the night of 
the 5th. 

The next day, without the orders of the Governor-Gene- 
ral, the troops from the two ends of the island marched out 
to effect a junction, and arrest the mad destruction which 
was going on. They succeeded without the least difficulty 
— arrested the leader of the rebellion, Buddoe, a young man 
belonging to the estate La Grange, with other prominent 
blacks, and found that on many of the estates the negroes 
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had remained faithfal, and had even fought desperately 
against the rebellionists to protect their masters' property . 
Nine of the prisoners taken were inuBediately shot. Others 
also had been killed in varioiis psurts of the island. The 
Spanish troops, numbering 600 infantry, with a division of 
sappers and miners and two pieces of ordnance, commanded 
-by Col. Sanguesa, having arrived on the 7th, and Grov.-Gren. 
Yon Scholten having resigned his authority, to those next in 
command, on the plea of sickness, order was gradually 
restored, day after day, and the insurrection quelled. On 
the 10th July a meeting of the planters was called, and 
-six of their body appointed to frame laws, and regulate 
the price of labw. On a few estates work was again 
resumed, but on others, the negroes refused all labor, save 
on their own exorbitant terms. 

Many estates, it was now found, had suffered more or 
less. Much furniture had been destroyed, together with 
large quantities of provisions, rum, and sugar. Clothing and 
many small articles had been plundered. On some estates, 
the dwelling-houses presented the most desolate appear- 
ance. The fires had been confined to megass heaps, 
out-bouses, and cane pieces. The life of not a single white 
person, howcTer, had been taken. 

It is believed by some that this insurrection was well 
known to Gov.-Gen. Von Scholten for some time before it 
broke out ; and that, if he had chosen to take the necessary 
precaution, it might have been prevented before its plans 
were matured, or easily suppressed after it had commenced. 
Others think that he was ignorant of its existence, with the 
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rest of the inhabitants ; and that his singular conduct on 
the occasion arose partly from fear, and partly from the 
belief that the event was a fit opportunity to meet the 
wishes of the home government concerning the emancipa- 
tion of the slaves. We should not judge motives. Unjust 
suspicion often rests upon the purest intentions ; whilst the 
most base considerations have as often been mistaken, 
and applauded for the best and holiest influences. What- 
ever views controlled the mind of Gen. Von Scholten, his 
entire conduct, at a most fearful and trying juncture of 
circumstances, were unworthy his high office, and jeopard- 
ized the dearest interests and welfare of those he was bound 
to protect. (He left the island shortly after, and retired to 
Denmark.) In this year he was tried by a commission at 
Copenhagen, and condemned for dereliction of duty, as Grov- 
ernor-General. He has appealed from this decision. 

That the slaves was not impelled to greater acts of 
violence in the destruction of property, and the sacrifice 
of life, during the insurrection, is a matter of astonishment ; 
and shows that a moral and religious influence of no ordi- 
nary character had been brought to bear upon their minds. 
Where could we expect the uprising of so large a body 
of the ignorant laboring classes — gaining almost complete 
mastery over all law and constituted authority, — obtaining 
possession of so much property ,: — holding at their mercy 
the lives of those whom they bad formerly obeyed — and 
having at hand such abundant means to inflame their 
passionSy without the most disastrous results in rapine and 
murder. In St. Croix, the life of not a single white person 
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was sacrificed to their fury or revenge ; and the plunder and 
destruction of property were, comparatively speaking, but 
limited in extent. We can only account for this, and take 
pleasure in recording it as our deliberate opinion, that it was 
mainly through that power which Christianity had exerted 
through the labors of the Moravian, Episcopal, and Lutheran 
clergymen, aided by many pious and energetic inhabitants of 
both sexes in behalf of the slaves, imbuing their minds with 
the great principles of the Gospel, and leading planters and 
other owners to treat their slaves with greater kindness 
than in any other of the West India Islands. Nor is it to 
be overlooked, as an additional reason for this forbearance 
on the part of the rebellious slaves, that the Government of 
Denmark had now for years watched over the slaves of its 
colonies with the most paternal solicitude, and was at the 
very time taking steps for their emancipation. 

Quietness and a good degree of order were eventually 
maintained, mainly by the presence of the Spanish troops. 
With too many, however, not only in St. Croix, but in the 
other islands, thQ liberty obtained was considered freedom 
from further work, and privilege to be as licentious as they 
might choose. This was. now the great difficulty to be 
overcome. On the 29th July, ordinances were passed to 
compel all -to resume work, and restrain the laborers from 
leaving the estates; other provisions were also made. 
These were partially, but not entirely successful. The 
Governor-General now to be sent out to occupy the vacant 
office, and the new regulations which the Government at 
home would no doubt order to meet the change which had 
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taken place in the affairs of the island, were anxiously ex- 
pected. Various opinions were in the meantime formed 
concerning the result of emancipation, and the future 
prosperity of the beautiful island. Many believed it to be 
ruined ; others hoped that all would yet be well. 

In St. Thomas it was found necessary to resort to very 
stringent measures to compel the laborers on the estates to 
work. The mind was sickened at the constant use of the 
whipping-post ; but it was better that the laborers suffer a 
temporary evil, than that they should be given up to their 
ways, to their own serious and permanent injury, and the 
serious injury, if not destruction, of social order. 

His Excellency Peter Hansen at length arrived, in 
November, 1848, as King's Commissioner, and ad interim 
Governor for the Danish West India Islands. He posses^d 
full authority to regulate the existing difficulties, and pass 
all necessary laws to govern planters and laborers in their 
relation to each other. Some experience had already been • 
gained in these relations whilst he delayed his coming, and 
he was not therefore without some guidance under his 
arduous and responsible duty. His measures were wisely 
taken. In a short time he passed an act, the provisions of 
which cannot be too much commended for their wisdom 
and adaptation to meet the state of the existing circum- 
stances. This is generally known as <* Thie Labor Act." 
It will be found in Appendix B, and well deserves a 
perusal. An insight will thus be clearly obtained into the 
preseat^ working system in the three Danish Islands, for it is 
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Still in force. Uuder this law, the cultivation of their 
estates is still enjoyed by the planters. 

That the* country negroes have been benefited by eman- 
cipation there can be no question. Time, however, will 
only show its ultimate results. Much will depend upon 
the wisdom of the Grovernment in maintaining Idbor^ and 
maintaining it at a fixed price. If the laws should be relaxed 
on this point, idleness and vagrancy must inevitably ensue, 
to be followed by all that train of vices so destructive of 
everything good and sacred. The laborers themselves 
would soon fall back into comparative barbarism, and the 
island in a measure be ruined. 

The' principle that labor should command its price is 
correct, but there are exceptions under certain circumstances. 
Those just. set free from Slavery are unable to judge of the 
value of labor, and government establishing its price is a mer- 
ciful law to guard against evils of the very worst character. 
It is unjust to society, and a false philanthropy, that contends 
for such a freedom for those held in bondage, as shall lead 
them into a bondage far worse than slavery, and a destruc- 
tion of those dependent relations which bind together and 
uphold every community. Vagrancy is the curse of nearly 
all the English West India Islands; and if fixing a price for 
labor and maintaining labor by law can prevent it, the pro- 
vision becomes merciful, and is just. It may bear hard upon 
some, but the majority are benefited. 

The case has been difierent with the principal number of 
those who were held as slaves in the towns, especiaUy- in 
SSt. Thomas. These have nearly all deserted their former 
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owners, and too many have abandoned themselves still 
further to profligate lives. This has had a serious influence 
upon the state of religion and morality in the place. Too 
many vagrants had already existed before emancipation, 
and now their numbers are increased. These live princi- 
pally by their vices, and are thus plunging themselves into 
greater degradation, poverty, and suffering. 

To the owners of those who were held in bondage, a 
severe loss has ensued from emancipation. Blinded indeed 
must be the mind that 'cannot perceive or understand this. 
The values of estates are necessarily lessened now that the 
laborers are free ; the expense&of labor are greatly increased ; 
and the income from the crops, save in a few instances 
where the land is easily tilled by the plough,, and when the 
season has been very favorable, is necessarily lessened. 
This is the case under the working of the present " Labor 
Act ;" but what uncertainty hangs over the future, as it 
regards the maintenance of labor! This uncertainty jeo- 
pardizes the worth of estates yet more ; and should laborers 
become dissatisfied with an owner and leave his estate 
(which they all can do by giving notice on the 1st of 
August each year), he would be ruined unless others would 
at once supply their places. Even with the continued good 
working of the ** Labor Act/' should a few successive years 
of drought prevaiI,*order, and the general maintenance of 
the estates could not be sustained, as when slavery existed. 
Small estates, especially those without sugar cultivation, 
and where owners maintained themselves and families by 
a small stock of cattle, cutting wood, and depending upon 
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'Other meagre resources, are now almost worthless, the 
owners and laborers picking up together a scanty sub- 
sistence as mutual companions in misfortune ; and some 
have'* been entirely abandoned. And then, how many 
widows and orphans, and families straitened in their 
circumstances, were almost entirely dependent upon the 
labors of a few slaves, as employed in various occupations ; 
but havin^: lost these, are now reduced to the extremes of 
want and suffering ! 

As yet, the Danish government has granted no compensa- 
tion for these losses, incurred by its own act, to the former 
owners of slaves, in its colonies. This has, no doubt, only 
been withheld in consequence of the heavy drafts upon the 
treasury from^the Sleswick-Holstein war. But as this war 
has now ceased, that the Just claim of compensation will be 
attended to and granted, is most anxiously expected and be- 
lieved. A government so conspicuous for its good faith, 
and mild, equitable, and paternal administration, could 
never bely itself, by disappointing this expectation and 
confidence, and fall behind the example so nobly (and yet 
without fuU justice) set by Great Britain and France. It 
would prove a blot on the fair and bright history of Den- 
mark, which after generations of its subjects would be glad 
to erase. A memorial for compensation has been drawn up 
and numerously signed, and forwarded to Copenhagen. It 
is recorded in Appendix C, as an able paper, setting forth 
the claim in its justness and force, and with unanswerable 
arguments. It might have been added, to give even greater 
force to th^ arguments which this document embraces, that 
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had DOt the administration of the islands been judiciously 
managed by the authorities, and sustained by the inhabit- 
ants, and had not the colonists so treated their slaves, 
meeting the views of the government in this respect^ as to 
bring the former state of slavery into a milder form than 
had anywhere existed ; when they rebelled, a very great 
destruction of property might have ensued, and the islands 
been rendered almost worthless as colonies. The Danish 
government, which is a large owner in landed property in 
all the three islands, was thus, no doubt, saved from very 
large losses in this respect, independent of the yet greater 
losses in the ruin of the colonies. 

We shall close this chapter by adverting to the present 
state of the working classes in the toum of St. Thomas. 
Laborers, in certain trades, abound among the men. Car- 
penters, masons, tailors, shoemakers, shipwrights, joiners, 
cigar makers, and porters, are the most numerous. A few 
are employed as house servants, and in other occupations. 
The wages of all these are comparatively high, averaging 
from $6 to $25 per month. Many, in all these trades, are 
excellent workmen, and can always command employment ; 
but a large proportion are not so active or well informed, 
and therefore are often without work. With the females, 
.sempstresses, nurses, bouse servants, cooks, washers and 
ironers, fish and market women, and those who sell differ- 
ent articles from trays in the streets, or from house to house, 
embrace nearly all those who are receiving wages. 

The time occupied by these in performing all kinds of 
work, is a source of astonishment to all foreigaers accus- 
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tomed to the activity and diligence of northern laborers. 
The climate in part accounts for this; but too frequently 
the cause is found in a want of interest in the wel&re and 
success of the employer, and a disregard of that moral obli* 
gation which should bind to faithfulness, under contracts of 
every kind. And there seems no present remedy. Con- 
tractorSf knowing what they have to encounter from this 
** eye-service," meet it patiently, but take good care to 
remember it in the contracts, saddling the loss or e^cpense 
on those whose work is to be executed. 

It would not be amiss here, perhaps, to glance at a few 
of the evils which follow in the train of slavery, wherever it 
exists, and which are most prominent in our islands. The 
slave dnds himself obliged to perform his daily task, how- 
ever much he may dislike the same, since non-compliance 
would but induce punishment until he should submit. He 
sees, and therefore knows, nothing, of the principle of 
working from choice ; and consequently, envies the lot of 
his highly favored master, who can choose his own plea- 
sures, appropriate his own time, and is free from the de- 
tested, because exacted, toil, of his every-day life. This 
want of industry or ambition has every where* proved a bar- 
rier to the elevation of the African race. They feel deeply 
ahd justly the stain of slavery — subjection, dependence upon 
another's will, toiling for others ; this has been the iron that 
has entered into their very soul ; and it is not strange that 
they should consider freedom from such a condition the 
greatest good to be desired. 

But this idea does not die out with slavery. It clings 
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tenaciously through successive generations and we often 
see those, who themselves never wore the yoke of bondage, 
shrinking from every species of labor. It is incredible how 
small a proportion of our laboring classes, in town, are in 
active service. Almost every domestic in our families has 
one or more dependent upon them, who, rather than earn a 
comfortable subsistence by personal exertion, will accept the 
refuse of food from one, and a shelter from another ; and 
consequently, as in a tropical climate these constitute the 
whole of their necessary wants, they remain content, 
though they may not know the comforts of a home. 

Another evil, prevalent among us, is the idea that labor 
is degrading. Probably in the commercial city of St. 
ThoQias we know less of this than upon estates, for our 
merchants being foreigners, are more or less active men. 
Still we are often struck with the inconsistency of the man 
who would censure the ij^eak and ignorant for a spirit that 
takes its complexion from' his own. If ijoe consider it de- 
grading to carry the smallest parcel through the streets, 
should we ridicule the mechanic, who in imitation of his 
superiors struts proudly before his miniature, half naked 
apprentice, carrying the master's toots ? An active spirit, 
and love of employment, unfortunately, were never the cha- 
racteristics of the southerner or West Indian ; and our chil- 
dren at an early age acquire the habit of being waited upon. 
Early association always connects work with slavery^ for it 
was the exclusive province of the slave ; and to be enabled 
to command attendance is, in his mind, as closely united 
with gentility. Hence, every workman is followed through 
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the day by his juvenile apprentice, whose early years indi- 
cate that for some time to come he can only be expected to 
do his master's bidding, in handing his tools as they may 
be required, and such like services ; while our house ser- 
vants, when allowed, will rarely fail to secure the attend- 
ance of little children, to do their errands and assist them 

9 

in various ways. 

Moreover, slavery tends to blunt the finer feelings of our 
nature, and to make the man the tyrant. This we mean 
especially in reference to our lower' classes, for with its 
eflfects upon those in the higher walks of life we have no- 
thing, just now, to do. In servitude these often felt them- 
selves unjustly dealt with, but knew no redress ; they 
therefore cherished a feeling of revenge, which, since it 
cannot be exercised upon the inflicter of the wrong, must 
seek its object elsewhere. Hence, we often see a love of 
dominion, a thirst of power, characterizing the lower 
classes. Such persons are the most exacting taskmasters, 
the most tyrannical husbands, the most cruel parents ; and 

often have our ears been pained to hear the screams of 

• 

children, writhing under the tortuxes of a knotted thong, or 
perchance a more dangerous instrument, seized in haste, to 
satisfy the enraged feelings of the parent or master. The 
victim knows no alternative but patiently to bear what, 
probably, he classes among the natural evils of childhood, 
till he shall in his turn wreak his vengeance on a future 
generation. "Would that such an evil were met, and cor- 
rected by the strong arm of the law ! 
Extravagance is another serious result of slavery. Hav- 
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ing been in formei days entirely proyided for, the servant 
knows nothing of the value of any article, and naturally is 
wasteful. This is true of foodi but more eqpeeially in 
reference to dress. In general^ we love to observe the self- 
respeel which leads an individual in humble life to appear 
decently dressed, and believe that the want of such 
feelings betrays both ignorance and vice. But the disposi- 
tion is everywhere manifested, to appear in elothing far 
superior to the station and pocket of the wearer. Undue 
importance is given to this, and consequently we see the 
majority of servants deeply in debt while in the receipt^ 
perhaps, of the largest wages. The mechanic scorns to 
appear in public in his working clothes / and your maid, 
though sent in the greatest haste on some important errand, 
must carefully change her dress before starting. 

And what are the consequences of all this 1 As we 
have already remarked, the generality are constantly in 
debt, even when in coi»tant employ ; and when laid aside 
by sickness or old age, great indeed would be their suffer* 
ings, were it not for the kind assistance they render each 
other, and. Uiat astonishing charity pervading our commu- 
nity. Indeed, we have often found this virtue was carried 
'to an excess with us, proving in the end a premium upon 
idleness and beggary ! Where such an antipathy to labor 
exists, we do not wonder to find many needless vagrants. 
If they consider work onerous and degrading, they feel also 
that ** asking is cheap, and is no crime ;" and it is painful 
to see those who should rise superior to receiving assistanee 
from others, coolly and unblu^ngly solioit ehvity, and «x- 
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pect the remittaBce as a matter of course. The evils above 
mentioned lead also to licentiousness; many from very 
idleness prefer liviog by their vices ; and we all know that 
want of employment fosters erime. In the majcnrity oC 
eases the marriage tie is shunned or de&pised, and thus a 
flood of vice and unhappiness is poured upon our commu* 
ni^, and official accounts inform us that three fourths of the 
children here born are illegitim«te ! Alas[ that we eoul^d 
believe this cryii^ sin confined to the weak and ignoi:ant : 
but we mourn to find those whose knowledge of duty 
should lead them to a better life, sharing in this deba»i^ 
and soul-destroying vice, and thus upholding . its general 
prevalence. It would be supposed from the cheapness of 
rum, retailed at twenty-five licensed shops, that drunken- 
ness would abound. But this is not the case. Very few 
are drunkards, and an intoxicated man in the streets, unless 
lie be an American or English sailor, is a rare sight. The 
majority^ however, use spirituous liquors more or less. 

It is generally remarked, that living in St. Thomas is ex« 
ceedingly expensive. In reference to the higher classes, 
this is strictly true. Brents, servants, and many luxuries 
usual to such a style as they adopt, require a large outlay. 
But such as choose to pursue a simpler mod&, and conform 
more to the habits of the north, can very much curtail such 
expenditures. The working classes generally rent rooms, 
or small tenement?, from one to eight dollars per month. 
This sounds high, but is in proportion to the rents of stores 
and other large buildings ; and when we consider the ex- 
pense of keeping such in repair, in this climate, it appears 
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altogether reasonable. Landlords, moreover, are frequently 
defrauded of their rents. 

The poorer classes live principally on bread and fish. In- 
deed we believe no peasantry can command the same 
quality of bread on which these subsist, the best of wheat 
flour being often sold here extremely low. 

Good common schools are much needed at St. Thon^ . 
None are afpresent sustained, either by government or the 
community. Our children would thus grow up in igno- 
rance and vice, were it not for the little knowledge they ob- 
tain at the Sabbath school. Funds w8re once ordered by 
His Majesty to be appropriated for common schools in the 

islands. They were, however, unjustly employed in build- 

« 

ing expensive school-houses in Santa Cruz, and thus St. 
Thomas was deprived of its share. His Excellency, Go- 
vernor Federsen, is now endeavoring to remove this Injus- 
tice, and by his impartial administration will no doubt place 
the cause of education on as firm a basis as that of Santa 
Cruz. 
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CHAPTER X. 

History of the various Religious Sects which hare [existed and still 
exist in St. Thomas — ^Lutheran— Reformed Dutch — Moravian — 
Catholio— Episcopal-- French Huguenots — Jews- 

The Danish West India Company was not without a due 
sense of the importance of religion in colonial possessions. 
With the very founding of this colony, or immediately after, 
it made provision for public worship in accordance with the 
doctrines and forms of the Lutheran Church, which was 
then, as it still is, the national religion. We have seen that 
the very first ordinance of the first governor sent out, re- 
quired that the Sabbath be kept holy, in enjoining upon all 
the colonists to meet at Christian's fort, either in the morn- 
ing or afternoon, for divine service. The worship held in 
the morning was conducted in the Danish language, and 
that in the afternoon, in all probability, in Dutch. We are 
left to conjecture whether clergymen, thus early in the his- 
tory of the colony, officiated. It is almost certain that they 
did. At that period laymen were not likely to take upon 
themselves the responsibilities and duties of the pastoral 
office ; and of the deeds executed in 1688, one is for ** the 

7 
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parson's estate/' and the other stands in the name of 
**Domine Oliandus." The former of these must refer to 
the Lutheran clergyman, who, in all likelihood, had come 
out to the colony along with Governor Iversen, and for 
whose support provision was thus made. On examining 
the records of the Lutheran Church, it is ^found that they 
extend no further back than 1688, when the name of A. 
Bastian is recorded as the pastor. He might have been 
sQ^le time in the island before he regularly organized a 
Church, and entered upon the record of his official acts as a 
settled pastor. The room in Christian's fort which was 
thus consecrated to public worship, and which continued to 
be used as such for many years afterwards, is still pre- 
served, although now appropriated to other purposes. - Two 
tombstones lie near its entrance, forming a part of the pave- 
ment of the court of the fort. The one is that of G-eneral 
J. M. von Holten, who died and was buried there in 1708. 
The other is unknown, as the record is obliterated. 

The Lutheran Church continued to be regularly sn stained 
by a succession of pastors sent out from Denmark. That 
these pastors must Mve- retired back to their native country 
after very short periods of service, or fallen victims to the 
climate, appears from the fact, that in sixty-two years 
(from 1688 to 1750) no less than eighteen had occupied the 
post — giving a ministry of a little more than three years to 
each. A list of the successive pastors will be found in Ap- 
pendix D. 

About the year 1750, the corner-stone of a church-building 
was laid, about one hundred yards north-east of the fort, 
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and the walls erected ; but it was never completed. The 
Rev. H. (Ereboe, the incumbent at the time the corner- 
stone was laid, dying shortly after, his body was interred 
within the unfinished walls. This property was afterwards 
sold, and a private residence erected on the old foundations. 
Very recently, on enlarging the ground rooins of this edifice, 
the bones of the pastor were discovered, and as those con- 
cerned in the transaction were ignorant of the early appro- 
priation of the lot, they excited various conjectures and 
suspicions. The bones were thrown away with the rest of 
the rubbish. How seldom the dead lie undisturbed ! 

The Lutheran congregation continued to worship in the 
fort up to the year 1793, a period of one hundred and 
eleven years. What was its size, or how many were 
added to its communion during this time, we^are unable to 
determine. It must; however, have been very limited in 
numbers, as the Dutch constituted the great body of the 
inhabijtants for many years from the founding of the colony, 
and they had founded a church in accordance with their 
national religion. 

The foundation-stone of another new church edifice was 
laid on the site of their present building, in 1789, July 9th. 
It was consecrated July 14th, 1793. From this date pubjic 
worship was maintained in this church by a regular succes- 
sion of clergymen until July 13th, 1826, when it was 
destroyed by fire. It was re-built and re-consecrated July 
8th, 1827. 

It does not appear that any slaves were ever permitted to 
connect themselves with this Lutheran Church. Probably 
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none ever desired to do so, as the Moravians had devoted • 
themselves to their spiritual instruction. A missionary was, 
however, sent out in the course of time, under the patronage 
of the College of Missions, founded by Frederick IV., 1711, 
to establish a Mission Church for the negroes exclusively. 
This was done, and large numbers up to the present time 
have been added to its communion. Both congregations 
worshipped in the same building, and occasionally enjoyed 
the services of separate pastors. It was, however, fre- 
quently the case, that- the Lutheran clergyman or the mis- 
sionary had to take charge of both the Lutheran and the 
Mission churches, serving each, separately, on the Sabbath. 
This is the case at present, no missionary having been sent 
out for a number of years. 

The doctrines and worship of these two churches are 
strictly in accordance with the Augsburg Confession. They 
are at present supplied by the Rev. F. Tolderlund^ an able 
and evangelical minister of Christ. For the last year he 
has been necessitated to return to Denmark for his health, 
his place in the mean time being occupied by the Rev. W. 
Tidemand, from St. Croix, who most zealously and faith- 
fully discharges his arduous duties, in accordance with the 
precepts of the gospel. Public worship, in Danish, is held 
by the Lutheran Church on the Sabbath at ten o'clock A.M., 
and by the Mission Church, at one P. M., in English. 
The Communion is observed in each four times a year. A 
flourishing Sabbath-school is connected with these congre- 
gations, numbering one hundred and eighty scholars in 
regular attendance. It enjoys the benefit of a large library, 
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partly purchased and partly donated from the A. Sabbath 
School Union, and also one for the teachers. 

Protestant Reformed DtUch Church, — ^The early Dutch 
settlers in the colony of St. Thomas, appear upon their very 
first arrival in the island to have formed themselves into a 
congregation, and secured the services of a pastor. It is 
more than probable that these settlers (as has been already 
remarked) were some at least of those who bad been com- 
pelled by the English to leave St. Thomas in 1667 for St. 
Eustatius or other more fertile islands. Even at that period 
they may have had their pastor with them, and a church 
formed in St. Thomas. When they returned to the island, now 
that it was in possession of the Danes, their piety would 
lead them again to enjoy the same privileges. The service 
enjoined to be held by Governor Iversen immediately after 
the founding of the colony, on the Sabbath afternoon, was, 
probably, as has been stated, held by the Dutch clergyman. 
This individual, in all likelihood, was Domine Oiiandus, who 
had secured to himself an estate, receiving the deed in 
1688. 

Unfortunately, the records of the Dutch Church only reach 
back to 1744, the ''old book,'*' ViS stated in this first record, 
having been destroyed. By examining, however, the books 
of the Lutheran Church, it is there discovered, that men- 
tion is made of the services of Dutch clergymen between 
the years 1688 and 1744, so that we may fairly conclude 
from this, and from the fact that the Dutch were for years 
00 numerous in the colony that their ^language was the ver- 
nacular tongne (forming also the basis of the Creole Ian- 
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guage as at present spoken in the island), that this church 
was maintained by a regular supply of pastors from Holland, 
sent out by the Classis of Amsterdam. Only two names, 
however, of these clergymen are recorded in the Lutheran 
books, that of Christianus Strumphias in 1712, and Domine 
Isaac Gronewold, in 1718. There were short intervals 
when the Church was destitute of a pastor, as appears from 
the Lutheran books, in which it is recorded, and especial 
mention made of the fact, that certain marriages and bap- 
tisms of persons connected with the Dutch Church were 
performed by the Lutheran pastors. These notices occurring 
but rarely show also that the intervals of pastoral destitu- 
tion were not frequent or of long duration. From the 
friendly feelings which always existed on the part of the 
Company towards the Dutch, and from the fraternal feeling 
which prevailed between the two denominations, the Dutch 
were permitted to hold their worship in the consecrated 
room in the fort. This continued for many years. At 
length the congregation erected a building, and worshipped 
apart. The period of its erection is not known, but was 
prior to 1718 ; for upon a chart prepared in that year of the 
island, at the request of Domine Gronewold, a Reformed 
Dutch Church building is located in the savannah to the 
east of the fort, near the sea shore. Old tombstones are 
still to be found in the neighborhood where this edifice must 
have stood. The burial-ground of the congregation may 
have surrounded the church ; and we learn from the govern- 
ment record of deaths, that it possessed such a ground in 
the year 1731. All efforts to trace out the existence of this 
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building from tradition and records, other than those men- 
tioned, have been in vain. 

That especial privileges were granted from an early 
period to the Reformed Dutph Church, over other sects, we 
learn from an ordinance in 1707, which permitted Dutch 
members to bequeath, by will, to those of their own denomi- 
nations, the sum required by law to be left to the poor ; and 
from another ordinance in 1733, which forbade all other 
denominations but the Lutheran and the Dutch to hold pub- 
lic worship in buildings consecrated to that purpose. 

From 1733 to 1736 Rev. AmoldusVon Drumen minis- 
tered to the Church. He died in the latter year, and was 
succeeded in 1737 by Rev. Johannes Borm, whose ministry 
continued until 1743. The wife of this pastor died imme- 
diately after their arrival in the island. His death is recorded 
in the government records in 1743, to which a note is added 
that. on his dying bed he was married to .his ** sit^eetheart.** 
This n^te savors of an abominable vice, then and still too 
much indulged in the island, and which by no means is 
commendable of the morals, much less of the piety of the 
Domine. Concubinage at that period, and afterwards, was 
r.ot looked upon as a sin ! and it in no way detracted from 
the standing and moral estimation even of clergymen ! ! 

This pastor was suceeeded by Rev. John Faldamus, 
in 1744. On entering upon his duties, he recorded into a 
new register from the ** old book," the names of one hun- 
dred and forty- two members, as then living* Of these 
eighty-nine white persons and fourteen colored persons were 
still on the island, and thirty-nine had just been dismissed 
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by certificate, mainly to join the new colony in St. Croix. 
The names of the officers of the church, recorded at the 
same time, were Lazaer Zugareth and Johannes De Windt, 
elders, and Abraham Rogiers and Lucas De Windt, deacons. 
Before or about the settlement of this pastor, the congrega- 
tion had, for some reason, abandoned their old building, and 
had erected another on the south side of the central hill* 
upon which the town is built. This continued the place of 
worship for many years. 

The Rev, Faldamus was succeeded, after a ministry of 
eight years, by Rev. John A. Monteneag, in 1752. Hitherto 
the expenses of the Dutch Church had been supported 
entirely by voluntary contributions on the part of the mem- 
bers of the congregation. It was also by this means that 
they had erepted the substantial building in which they 
now worshipped. They were now about to be relieved, 
in part at least, from these contributions. In the year 1759, 
a benevolent lady, Mrs. Catharine De Windt, widow of 
Jahns JahnseA De Windt, bequeathed, at her death, which 
occurred on the 3d December of that year, the estate Catha- 
xinaberg. This estate reached down into the town ; and 
although at the time it was bequeathed it was only availa- 
ble as an estate, its town lots after 1792 became exceedingly 
valuable. Unfortunately the whole had been sold prior to 
that time to the Rev. Francis Verboom, who realized from 
the sale of town lots over $100,000. He had paid only 
$38,400 for the entire estate. Seven thousand six hundred 

* The site of this edifice is in Snegle Street, No. 7, Queen's Quarter 
ftnd where the house owned by J. J. Cross, Esq., is located at present. 
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and eighty dollars of this church property was for the 
maintenance of the poor, and the halance for the ministry 
of the church. 

The ministry of Rev. Monteneag continued eleven years, 
when he was succeeded in 1763 by Rev. G. J. Scheers. 
His ministry continued twenty*one years, and he was suc- 
ceeded at his death in 1784, by Rev. Francis Verboom.- 
The labors of this clergyman, and his moral character, were 
such as by no means tended to increase, but, on the contrary, 
injured the spiritual welfare of the Church. It is painful to 
record that his life was exceedingly immoral, and that he 
substituted" gain for godliness. It is matter for astonishment 
that he' should have been suffered to remain so long as the 
minister of the church. By the fire of 1804, when so 
many houses were burned, the Dutch church was also de- 
stroyed. The loss fell heavily upon the congregation, as 
the building and furniture were not insured. A new edifice 
was at once erected ; but it was hardly completed, before 
that too was burned down in the fire of 1806. This build- 
ing was covered by an insurance of $12,000, which pro- 
bably was employed to meet the expense of its erection. 
Disheartened by these losses, and many of the congregation 
having sufiiered severely in their private property from both 
fires, ho further steps were taken to erect another church 
edifice. The use .of the Danish Lutheran Church was 
secured, and the congregation worshipped a part of the 
Sabbath in that building, during the remainder of the 
ministry of the Rev, F. Verbaom. He resigned his charge 
in 1812, and retired a man of wealth to Holland. 
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Under the pastoral services of these clergymen last- 
named, embracing a period of sixty-^ight years, eight 
hundred and fifty communicants were added to the Church. 

The congregation, now destitute both of a minister and a 

c 

place of worship, and left with a piety withered almost to 
its very roots by an unfaithful and ungbdly pastor, no dispo- 
sition was felt to renew the application to the classLs of 
Amsterdam for another clergyman. In consequence, the 
congregation lay almost waste for fifteen years, and its spiri- 
tual condition suffered yet more severely. As a denomina- 
tion, the members remained firmly attached thereto, and 
could not be induced to join other persuasions ; blit with the 
exception of a few who " feared the Lord and spake often 
one to another, and the Lord hearkened and heard it,'' reli- 
gion almost died out in their midst. Some, however, 
worshipped with the Mission Congregation of the Lutheran 
Church, whilst others waited upon the ministry of the 
Moravian missionaries, and of the Rev. Nicholas McLaugh- 
lin of the Episcopal church, who had arrived in the island 
in 1820, and was at once induced toehold public worship. 

At length, sufficiently revived to know their destitution, 
and to feel conscious that they should remain no longer in 
that condition, the Church Session made application through 
friends In the United States, to the Reformed Dutch Church 
there, that a pastor might be sent out to them. The appli- 
cation was successful, and the Rev. Abraham Labagh, 
having consented to come out, arrived in the island on the 
3d of January, 1828. He met with sTwarm reception, and 
the congregation at once rallied around him ; but he found 



IN ST. THOMAS, W. I. 143 

everything in a deplorable condition. Added to the spiritual 
dearth which prevailed, the funds of the Church were found 
to be badly invested, and even in some instances, squandered 
and lost. Fifteen years' interest, supposing the capital to 
have been $30,000, after deducting an allowance for the 
poor, should have given at Igast $20,000 now tabe received 
by him and invested as additional capital ; but not a farthing 
was to be found. 

An arrangement had been made by the Session of the 
Dutch Church with the Wardens of the Lutheran Church, 
in 1827, to assist them by the sum of $3,200 for the re- 
building of their edifice, which had been destroyed by fire 
in 1826, for which the Dutch congregation were to be 
allowed its use during a part of th^ Sabbath. Mr. Labagh 
was therefore enabled to enter at once upon his spiritual 
labors. The services heretofore held in the Dutch language, 
were now for the first time performed in English. His 
ministry was eminently successful in removing the rubbish 
and building up what had so long lain prostrate. Members 
were induced to return to their duty, and the entire congre- 
gation, became -at length united in fellowship, and made to 
feel in a good degree their spiritual obligation. The Church 
books were carefully revised, and in some instances re-written ; 
and after the most perplexing labor, about $40,000 of the 
capital of the Church funds made tolerably secure, with the 
exception of $7,000, which has since been lost, partly by the 
hurricane of 1837, and partly by the depreciation of Smith's 
Bay Estate. The Rev. Abraham J. Labagh continued his 
useful labors as pastor of the Church, for thirteen years , 
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having received into its communion during that period one 
hundred and fifty-five members. He retired in 1841 to the 
^ United States, carrying with him the confidence and love, 
not only of his own congregation, but also of the entire 
community. His ministry had laid the basis, and partially 
built up a state of evangelical pety, such as had never, be- 
fore existed in the island. 

Mr. Labagh was succeeded in 1842 by the B^ev. Philip 
M. Brett. As a faithful and energetic minister of the gos- 
pel, his labors during a ministry of three years were greatly 
blessed. No less than one hundred and seventeen members 
in that time were added to the Church. A Sabbath-school 
had been commenced by the Be v. Mr. Labagh, but it lan- 
guished, and was ultimately suspended. Mr. Brett, seeing 
the destitute condition of the many children of the plaee, 
determined to afibrd the blessings of such an institution to 
them once more, permanently and liberally established. 
He was warmly seconded by his congregation, and suc- 
ceeded beyond his most sanguine expectations. A school 
with five hundred scholars or more, was formed ; the chil- 
dren drawn not only froni his own congregation, but from 
all the others in the place. With this were connected 
valuable libraries, both for the scholars and teachers. This 
school has since led to others, and now each congregation 
in the place has its Sabbath-school in successful operation. 
Of course this drew upon the scholars of the Beformed 
Dutch Sabbath-schoal, which now only embraces its own 
children. Seeing also the manner in which the congregation 
was inconvenienced by worshipping in the Lutheran church, 
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there being scarcely time on the Sabbath-day for three ser* 
vices in the same building, and the congregatioii having in- 
creased so much that there was not sufficient room for their 
accommodation, Mr. Brett thought it a favprable time to 
induce them to erect an edifice of their own. In this, also, 
as soon as his wishes were made known, he was warmly 
seconded by his people, and ahnost by the entire commu- 
nity. Six thousand dollars having be^n raised by subscrip- 
tions and collections in church, and $11,000 of the capital 
of the Church called in, the corner-stone of the present 
Dutch Church was laid September 18tb, 1844, and the 
building immediately commenced. It was completed and 
consecrated February ^th, 1846. Mr. Brett had, however, 
resigned his charge before this happy^vent had taken place. 
He retired to the United States in 1845. 

His successor-^the present incumbent — arrived out from 
the United States in the fall of the same year. There are 
now three himdred and sixty-two members in full commu- 
nion in the Beformed Dutch Church. Services are held on 
the Sabbath at twelve o'clock, noon, and on Wednesday 
evening. The Communion is observed four times a year. 
The doctrines and forms are in accordance with the H.eidel- 
burg and Westminster catechisms. 

It is a striking fact with this congregation, that but few, 
comparatively speaking, of the many Dutch families once 
in connexion with it, are now worshippers in its commu- 
nion. Many have left the island, and many have gone to 
rest. Presbyterians from Scotland, Ireland, England, and 
Americaj some from the German Luthecan Church, and 
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Others from among the Roman Catholics, have joined the 
congregation. Nearly equal numbers of white and colored 
persons compose the worshippers, who sit promiscuously in 
the different pews and at the Communion Table, no distinc- 
tion being made. 

The Moravians, — The history of the Moravian Church 
in St. Thomas is one of deep interest. It was for the con- 
version of the slaves in this island, that the United Brethren 
commenced that work of missions which has since led them 
into almost all parts of the world as the heralds of salvation 
to the perishing heathen. As early as 1728, these brethren 
were seriously contemplating the extension of the kingdom 
of Christ throughout distant parts of the earth, and many 
felt a wish to share in the work as missionaries. Coui^t 
Zinzendorf having learned, whilst present at the coronation 
of Christian VI. in Copenhagen, 1731, through a negro 
named Anthony, from St. Thomas, then in the service of 
Count de Laurwig, of the destitute conditionof the slaves in 
this island, and t)f the desire of some of their number to re- 
ceive Christianity, communicated the facts immediately to 
the congregation at Hernhut. They at once felt that now 
an opportunity offered itself for them to carry out their 
long cherished wishes, and Leonard Dober offered himself 
as a missionary, to proceed to St. Thomas. After a year's 
consideration of his offer, he was appointed to the work ; 
and David Nitschman was selected to accompany him to 
the West Indies as a companion, but to return as soon as 
his brother should be settled in the field of his operations. 
Various efforts wgre made to discourage them from^the un- 
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dertaking, both on their way to, and at Copenhagen. The 
Danish West India and Guinea Company neither approved 
nor would it further the design. Ultimately, by the kind 
interest of the two court chaplains, Reus and Blnm, with 
the liberal assistance of the Princess Charlotte Amelia, and 
other individuals, they were enabled to embark in a Dutch 
vessel bound to St. Thomas. They sailed from Copenhagen, 
8th October, 1732, and arrived at the island on the 13th 
December following. Mr. Lorenzen, a planter, who had 
been providentially informed of their coming, J^indly re- 
ceived and entertained the missionaries. 

April, 1733^ Nitschman returned, leaving Dober to enter 
alone upon his self-denying, arduous, and benevolent work. 
His efforts were at once directed to the conversion of the 
slaves with great assiduity ; but surrbunded by almost insu- 
perable difficulties, he was thrown, upon his own exer- 
tions for his daily support, and endeavored to follow his 
trade as a potter, but finding no employment in this, was 
constrained to become steward in the family of Governor 
Gardelin. The insurrection, too, had broken out in St. 
Croix not long after his arrival, rendering his intercourse 
with the slaves a matter for suspicion and distrust. His 
stewardship in the governor's family, where he was treated 
with great kindness, interfering with his missionary labors, 
he resigned the situation, and having hired a small house in 
town, gained a scanty subsistence mainly as a watchman 
on the estates. 

While this missionary was thus employed, eighteen 
others— ten single brethren, and four married couple — ^were 
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on their way, a part to join him in his work, and a part to 
form a colony in St. Croix, preparatory to the establishment 
of a mission on that island, to be ready for those slaves who 
were about to be introduced there. This party left Stettin 
on the 12th November, 1773, but only reached St. Thomas, 
after a voyage of the severest hardships, on the 11th June, 
1734. The vessel had wintered at a port in Norway. 
Leonard Dober left for Europe shortly after the arrival of 
these missionaries, having been elected elder of ^< the Unity." 

Those who remained to occupy his post falling victims 
to the climate, the mission in St. Thomas suffered a partial 
suspension. It was, however, renewed by the arrival of 
Frederick Martin and John Bonike, March, 1736 ; and in 
September of that year, three persons were baptized, as the 
first fruits of their labors among the slaves. Their influence 
soon extended ; and several proprietors, witnessing the good 
effects of their preaching, encouraged them in their work. 
One of the planters assisted them in purchasing a small 
estate — the missionary station — now known as New Hern- 
hut, lying to the east of the town, and to which they gave 
the name at that time of Posaunenberg. They took posses- 
sion of this estate, 30th August, 1737. Bonike, who had 
come out with the only design of working at his trade for 
the support of Martin and himself, having conceived a high 
opinion of his spiritual gifts, separated from the mission. 
Efforts were made to reclaim him from his enthusiasm, but 
in vain. On his way from an interview held with Martin 
for this purpose, he was struck by lightning and killed. 

Shortly after the mission was established on the estate, 
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much opposition arose to it on the part of the greater body 
of the planters, who sought to counteract the missionaries, 
by forbidding the slaves on their estates to attend their 
preaching. Even the Rev. J. Borm, pastor of the Reformed 
Dutch Church, was induced by prejudices (probably still 
more from a want of love to the cause of Christ, if we may 
judge from his moral character) to present a memorial to 
the Danish government against the Brethren. The ground 
of this complaint was that Martin had married his assistant 
Freundlich to a mulatto woman, without having been or- 
dained to the gospel ministry as Borm supposed. The 
memorial was properly disregarded. Their trials were 
still further increased. An individual named Fredler, 
who had been sent out as one of the colony to St. Croix by 

« 

the Brethren, and who had, after withdrawing himself from 
the mission there, retired to St. Thomas to commence busi- 
ness, was charged with stealing various articles belonging 
to the estates of the Lord Chamberlain De Fless, and 
imprisoned. Martin Freundlich and his wife were suspected 
of having some knowledge of this robbery, and being sum- 
moned to give evidence upon oath relative to the transaction, 
which their religious principles precluded, they were fined 
thirty-six dollars. Being unable' to pay the* sum they toere 
thrown into the forty 'October^ 1738, and remained a^s 
prisoners until the end of January ^ 1739. Count Zinzen- 
dorf arrived at St. Thomas on a visit to the mission about 
this time, and obtained from the governor the immediate 
liberation of the missionaries. 
The Count found that the mission had succeeded beyond 
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his most sanguine expectations. It was this success which 
had embittered its enemies, and they were not few. Over 
eight hundred slaves were in constant attendance upon the 
services of the missionaries. After remaining a short time 
in the island, he requested an interview with the baptized 
members, that he might deliver to all associated with the 
Brethren, a farewell address. This was done ; and his inter- 
est in the slaves excited their deepest feelings. The result 
however, was unfortunate, and showed that the Count was 
not aware of the' peculiar circumstances by which he was 
surrounded. When he left the mission- station, a large num- 
ber of the slaves followed him towards the town. In the 
mean time the strong prejudices of the planters and others 
were so greatly aroused that they proceeded to violent 
measures, dispersing the procession, flogging severely the 
slaves that they found at New Hernhut, and destroying the 
furniture of the mission-house. As soon as the facts were 
made known to Governor F. Moth, he expressed his strong 
disapprobation of the outrage, and promised to Count Zin- 
zendorf to protect the missionaries from further outrage. 
That the Count and the missionaries had been imprudent, 
there can be no question. Tney should have sought to 
allay prejudices rather than excite them, especially after 
the dreadful scenes which had occurred but a few years 
back in St. John's, and under which the minds of many 
families were still infiafned against the slaves. Strenuous 
opposition continued against the missionaries, until by a 
petition from the negroes, presented to his majesty by 
Count Zinzendorf, seconded by a representation from him- 
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self, the king ordered, August 7tb, 1739, that liberty and 
protection should be given to the Brethren. This was re- 
newed, and greater privileges granted in 1747, when 
Martin, in person, presented a memorial to the king. Thus 
supported by his majesty, but more especially continuing in 
all meekness, and love, and patient perseverance, to labor 
in their self-denying work, for the cause c^ Christ, their 
former enemies were turned into friends. Many proprietors 
who had once opposed them, now invited the missionaries 
to hold services on their estates, and many new converts 
were added to their communion. 

In 1755, with the increase of missionaries and members, 
it became necessary to form another station on the west end 
of the island. A small estate was purchased, and called 
Niesky. From this period the missions greatly proispered, 
services were multiplied, and many slaves confessed their 
faith in Christ. Worship was now also held in the town 
for the convenience of the sick and infirm. Not a few 
native assistants were also able co-workers with the mis- 
sionaries. 

We have not space to follow the history of the Brethren, 
detailing the various incidents connected With the progress 
of their missions up to the present time. The three sta- 
tions upon the island have been sustained without any 
interruption; those missionaries who have died, being 
regularly succeeded by others from Europe and the United 
States. In coming out to the island, some of these have, at 
times, suffered great trials from shipwreck and capture by 
privateers ; but with the exception of two instances, no 
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lives have been thus sacrificed. The schools in the country 
for the children on the estates, are taught by assistants be 
longing to the Mission. As slavery, however, has gradually 
died out in St. Thomas, and other denominations extended 
their influence, the attendance upon the services of the 
Brethren has greatly lessened from what it once was. The 
congregations and communicants number, as follows, at the 
present time; ^ The statioii in town, with a good substantial 
building, embracing the church, pastor's residence, and an 
office where religious books are sold, under charge of the 
Rev. E. Hartvig and wife, has ninety-two communicants, 
with a congregation of two hundred and. twenty-seven per- 
sons. New Hernhut, with a large commodious dwelling, 
church, and out-buildings, under charge of the Rev. A. H. 
Ziock and wife, has two hundred and sixty-two communi- 
cants, with a congregation of eight hundred and fifty-nine 
persons. And Niesky, with buildings similar to those at 
New Hernhut, mider -charge of the Rev. G. A. Weiss and 
wife, with an assistant, has four hundred and sixty-nine 
communicants, and a congregation of one thousand three 
hundred and sixteen persons. Connected with the mission 
estates, almost from their first establishment, were a certain 
number of slaves belonging to them. These were em- 
ployed as house servants, or as field and garden laborers. 
Under kind treatment, they proved the best slaves in the 
island, and were examples to others. So much did this 
ofiend the Anti-Slavery Society of England, that at one 
time their delegates, who were sent to the Brethren at 
Betheldorps, refused to give them the right hand of fellow- 
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ship ! The « Unity Elder Conference," held at Betheldorps, 
early objected to slavery in connexion with their missions 
in the West Indies ; and in the course of time ordered that no 
more slaves shoald be purchased, and that those who were 
held in bondage should not be sold. In 1843 the conference 
decided that all the slaves should be set free. The govern- 
ment in St. Croix, then presided over by General von 
Scholten, raised objections to the measure. It was, how- 
ever, carried out and completed by the close of 1844, two 
of the slaves, at a time, receiving their free papers. 

The good accomplished by the Brethren not only in St. 
Thomas, but in St. Croix and St. John's, in behalf of their 
slave population, has been most marked and decided. God 
has wonderfully blessed their work ; and through their instru- 
mentality, thousands have entered into rest, as believers in 
Christ, and thousands are yet to enter in. Missionary 
societies should turn their attention to the history of these 
missions, and learn that the Great Head of the Church is 
with his servants to the end of the earth, and that those 
who " sow in tears, shall reap in joy." 

We cannot close this brief and imperfect account of the 
Brethren's mission in this island, without alluding to their 
burial ground at New Hernhut — their first station. It lies- 
back from the mission-houses, a short distance to the south, 
and is situated on the side of a gentle declivity. A romantic 
ravine runs near, and the whole is nearly inclosed by an 
amphitheatre of swelling hills. A shaded avenue of beauti- 
ful trees leads to the consecrated, retired spot, which is in 
the form of a square, and surrounded by a wall of stone. 
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Within, two mango trees wave their branches, and cast 
their shade over the graves. Here lie entombed ninety-six 
members of the various mission families who have labored 
at the station. Each grave is surrounded with a low wall 
of stone, which is kept in beautiful repair, and a small 
square slab simply records the name and death of its moul- 
dering inmate. Indescribable were our feelings, when we 
stood within this sacred inclosure, with one of these meek 
and humble men of God by our side. Around us rested 
those faithful remnants, natives of almost every part of the 
Christian world, who came hither to preach the unsearch- 
able riches of Jesus Christ to perishing souls. Their wives 
and children rested by their sides. What had they not all 
endured ? Yet, as one after another fell in rapid succession, 
from severe trial and exposure, there were always others wil- 
ling to supply their places ! With such dbounding love, zeal, 
and self-sacrifice, can we wonder that success crowned their 
labors ? Grod himself had owned and blessed their work ! Two 
of the graves contained the bodies of two faithful assistants, 
formerly slaves, honored to lie by those who had brought 
them out of darkness to light, and then to lift their voice 
in turn to preach a crucified Saviour. What a^oodly band, 
awaiting the resurrection ! Tbeir bodies sleep in Jesus, to 
arise with their already glorified spirits, and meet the Lord 
at his coming ! We retired from the holy ground, assured 
that there could be none other like it on earth, where so 
many of such devoted missionaries lie mouldering together. 

• 

It would be a privilege to lie with such " mighty dead." 
The silent voice that reached the heart, over these graves^ 
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was one of encouragement and consolation, saying^ " Write, 
Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth : 
yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labors : 
and their works do follow them." 

** We live in deeds, not years ; in thoughts, not breathB ; 
In feelings, not in figares on a dial. 
We should count time ]>y heart-throbs. He most lives 
Who thinks most ; feels the noblest ; acts the best. 
And he whose heart beats quickest lives the longest : 
Lives in one hour more than in years do some 
Whose fat blood sleeps as it slips along their veins. 
Life is but a means unto an end ; that end, 
Beginning, mean and end to all things — Grod. 
The dead have all the glory of the world." 

I ■ — 

The Roman Catholic Church, — ^The Roman Catholics, 
in 1701, numbered but one single individual upon the 
island. By a petition of Nicholas Quits, in 1754, a royal 
decree was obtained, permitting the Roman Catholics to 
build churches and introduce clergymen (save the Jesuits) 
into the island. They were, however, by the same decree 
excluded from holding any offices under government. This 
permission to build churches was not embraced until 1773. 
At that time they were worshipping in a rented building 
belonging to the king. This building was afterwards pur- 
chased by their priest, J. Sellanolle. As the purchase-sum 
was small, he retained it on his own account, which gave 
such offence to his congregation, that the Bishop of Porto 
Rico ordered him to leave the island, and another priest 
was appointed in his place. 
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In 1804 their church was destroyed by fire. Another was 
erected, which was again burned down in 1825. In copse- 
quence of these fires, the records of the church have been 
lost, and we regret being unable to give its full history. A 
new building was erected by the congregation after the fire 
of 1825, which proving too small for its members, was 
pulled down in 1844, and the present edifice erected in its 
place. The coDgregation for many years has embraced at 
least a fourth of the inhabitants of the island, and is there- 
fore very large. The church belongs to the diocese over 
which the fiishep of Dominica has charge. Services have 
been held principally in French and Spanish, occasionally 
in English. A sermon is preached every Sabbath. The 
Hev. J. Pratt is the present incumbent of the church, 
assisted in its government by two wardens. 

Episcopal Church. — Although from time to time indivi- 
duals of this denomination formed a part of the inhabitants 
of the island, they were not sufficiently numerous to form a 
distinct congregation. They therefore joined in worship, 
principally, with the Reformed Dutch congregation, with 
the families of which some of them had intermarried. The 
records of the Lutheran Church note the marriage of the 
Rev. William Thomas, an Episcopal clergyman, in 1785 ; 
but whether he was a settled pastor in the island, or from 
one of the neighboring English colonies, is not known. In 
the year 1820, the Rev. Nicholas McLaughlin, formerly 
chaplain of the British forces at St. Eustatius and Tortola, 
took up his residence in St. Thomas. As the Reformed 
Dutch Church was then without a pastor, many of its 
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inembers united with the Episcopalians, and induced Mr. 
McLaughlin to hold public worship on the Sabbath in the 
Lutheran Church. He readily complied, and otherwise 
ministered to the wants of the united congregations. He 
died in 1838, having continued to labor as a clergyman 
nearly up to the period of his death. He was a man of most 
excellent character, and was universally beloved. His 
ministry tended to bind the Episcopalians more together, 
and form the nucleus of a congregation. In the mean time, 
also, their numbers were increased by persons of that de- 
nomination arriving in the island from Europe, St. Croix, 
and Tortola. After the death of Mr« McLaughlin, the con- 
gregation occasionally called in the services of the Episcopal 
clergyman residing at Tortola ; and the Bishop of the Eng- 
lish Windward Islands, on his way to Tortola and St. Croi±, 
would stop and hold services for them at seasons of confir- 
mation. "When destitute of any service of their own, 
many of their number still worshipped with the Reformed 
Dutch congregation. In the year 1847 the Rev. J. J. 
Brandigee arrived out in St. Croix from the tJnited States, for 
his health; and having ascertained that the Episcopalians of 
St. Thomas, although numbering over one thousand persons, 
were without a pastor and a church edifice, entered into an 
arrangement with them to hold public worship as theit 
minister, and, if possible, regularly organize the congrega- 
tion. The Lutheran Church was engaged a part of the 
Sabbath for this purpose. In a short time, by the most in- 
defatigable exertibns, Accompanied by an ardent piety, cour* 

teous, gentlemanly deportment, and great self-denial, 'Hit'. 

8 
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Brandigee succeeded in accomplishiug the object of his 
engagement. Having gained the ]ove and confidence of the 
entire community, he not only gathered the scattered con- 
gregation together, and instilled into their minds a renewed 
and ardent attachment for their church, but succeeded in 
raising funds from his own and the members of other 
churches, sufficient to purchase a commodious location, and 
erect upon it a substantial church edifice. It was conse- 
crated November 21st, 1848, by Bishop Davis of Antigua. 
He continued his ministerial labors until June, 1850, when, 
his health having sensibly suffered under his severe duties, 
he was necessitated to resign his charge, and return to the 
United States. It was hard for a people to part with one 
who had done so much for them, and who had so faithfully 
and with so much self-denial toiled in their behalf. Time 
can never obliterate his good deeds from their memory, or 
from the memory of those in the community who knew 
him personally. The E^ev. G. D. Gittens, of Barbadoes, 
succeeded him as pastor of the church upon his retirement. 
His health failing also in the spring of this year (1851), and 
having just resigned his charge, the congregation is at pre- 
sent destitute of a pastor, with the hope, however, of soon 
being supplied again from the United States. The worship 
of the Episcopal Church is held at noon on the Sabbath ; a 
flourishing Sabbath school is connected with the congrega- 
tion ; and the communicants number over three hundred 
persons. The Bishop of Antigua visits the island once a 
year to administer the rite of confirmation, but has no 
jurisdiction over the Church. 
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French Huguenot Church. — We must not fail to make 
mention of certain of those noble spirits against whom such 
terrible persecution had been levelled in France, and who 
fled into almost all parts of the world, after many of their 
number had fallen victims to the hatred and vengeance of 
the << man of sin." Willingly they forsook home and coun- 
try for Christ's sake, as beautifully expressed by tlie poet — 

" Farewell, and for ever, 
^ The priest and the slave 

May rule in the halls 

Of the free and the brave : 
Our hearths we abandon : 

Our lands we resign ; 
But, Father, we kneel 
To no altar, l>ut thine." < 

Prior to or about 1685, some families of those Huguenots 
who had fled out of France into Germany, ultimately found 
their way to St. Thomas. These were joined by a few 
others, who feared the sword of persecution was about to be 
unsheathed against them in St. Christopher's, after the revo- 
cation of " the edict of Nantes." The trials of these fugitive 
Christians had attached them yet more to the ever blessed 
gospel of salvation, and to those faithful preachers who 
had been the greatest sharers in the sufferings which they 
themselves had endured. Accordingly we find those who 
had fled to St. Thomas from St. Christopher's, either bring- 
ing with them their pastor and companion in exile, or 
securing the services of one shortly after their arrival in the 
island. P^re Labat speaks of this congregation when he 
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visited St. Thomas in 1701, and of their lament over their 
faithful minister, who had just died. Unfortunately, ail other 
trace of this little exiled band has been lost, save that the 
chart of the island published in 1718, places a ** French 
Protestant Church" on " Frenchman's Hill ;'* and the re« 
cords of the Lutheran Church, in the same year, give the 
name of its pastor as '* Rev. Tissot.'' It is probable that 
" ftenchman's Hill" may have derived its name from these 
French Protestants. A few families in the island at present 
are known as their descendants. The blessing of God, 
which has rested and still re^s upon these families, and 
the savor of their sterling piety, show plainly their origin, 
and the faithfulness of that covenant Grod whose mercy 
..rests upon fathers and their children to the remotest genera- 
tion. These families are now connected with the Reformed 
Dutch and Lutheran Churches. 

It will be perceived that St. Thomas has always enjoyed the 
advantages of the gospel, and in some respects been highly 
favored by the G-reat Head of the Church for the especial 
display of his grace. Evangelical religion, however, has 
not always prevailed in accordance with the advantages 
enjoyed. FormaHsm was the bane of both the Lutheran 
and Dutch Churches for many years. As both Churchea 
observed the rite of confirmation, and permitted all who 
had been confirmed immediately to approach the Lord's 
table, many unworthy members thus became professors of 
religion. Faith in Christ, as a consequence, became scaa-* 
dalized ; and, added to this, the want of a faithful preaching of 
the great doctrine of justification by faith in Christ alone, aa 
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almost total relaxation of Church discipliae, and the temp- 
tations incident to colonial life and commercial prosperity, 
and we can easily perceive why Christianity was fiar from 
being in a flourishing condition, and only existed in its purity 
in the hearts of a very few. It is painful to look back and 
see what ungodly practices existed in the yery bosom of 
the church, and how even some jxutors disgraced the xary 
name of religion. These remarks are made with reference 
to the state of some of the churches just named, prior to the 
rise of the great commercial prosperity of the island in 1792. ' 
With that rise, and its continuance for many years, these 
churches were indeed enlarged, but, if it were possible, 
Christianity died out yet more upon their altars. Riches 
^wed in« and were followed by luxury and evils of every 
character, to the almost total disregard of the Sabbath and 
exclusion of holy things, and to the demoralizing yet more of 
the public mind. Intemperance, gambling, profanity, and 
fornication, prevailed to an alarming extent; and though 
fatal diseases often swept through the community, and fires 
and hurricanes, as signal judgments from Grod, consumed their 
substance, yet did not the people ** learn righteousness,'' or 
<<turn unto the Lord." In the midst of all, however, God 
had still a " faithful few," who called upon His name, and 
kept Sis testimonies* Ultimately, a better state of things 
arose. As the maddened wheels of commerce, which re- 
volved so furiously for many years, slackened their velocity, 
and much of vice and immorality had burned out, con- 
suming itself — (for "bloody and deceitful men shall not 
live out half their days"), men onoe more " considered,'' and 
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.the moral atmosphere began to clear up. After 1828, when 
all the churches were supplied with a more evangelical 
ministry, and the gospel was preached in its purity, Chris- 
tianity revived. More care was now taken in the reception 
of members, and a more wholesome discipline was exer- 
cised over professors. And with the introduction of Sab- 
bath schools, the dissemination of the 'Word of God, and 
the establishment of various benevolent institutions, our 
blessed religion has ever since continued to make a steady 
progress* A good degi^ee of piety now pervades the 
churches ; preaching is regularly maintained, and the attend- 
ance upon worship largely increased. 

Jews. — Of this congregation of God's ancient covenant peo- 
ple in St. Thomas, the early records (if any existed) have 
been destroyed. By a register of the births of a family in the 
possession of A. Wolfe, Esq., it appears that a child was 
born of Jewish parentage in 1757. There is no information 
of the congregation of an earlier date than this. After the 
sacking of St. Eustatius by Rodney, in 1781, the greater 
part of the Jews established there came to this island. 
They held their private hours of prayer after their arrival, 
until 1796, when they formed a congregation, and built a 
synagogue under the appellation of " Blessing and Peace." 
In 1801, according to a statement furnished to Mr. Nissen* 
by the leader of the congregation, the Jews only numbered 
nine families. In 1803 they increased to twenty-two 
families, by arrivals from England, St. Eustatius, and Cura- 
(oa. In 1804 their synagogue was destroyed by fire. It 

* ** Reminiftcenees," p. 138. 
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was replaced by another small building erected in 1812. 
After this the congregation increased yet more, and it be- 
came necessary in 1823 to take down this building and erect 
one larger in size. The name given to this synagogue was 
"Blessing and Peace and Acts of Piety." In 1824, the 
congregation numbered sixty-four faroilios. Again their 
synagogue was laid in ashes by a fire which occurred 
in 1831. Not disheartened by these repeated calamitous 
events, in 1833 the present edifice, in which they worship 
as their synagogue, was erected, the congregation being 
assisted by the generous contributions of the entire com- 
munity of the island, and by donations from abroad. In 
1850 his present majesty sanctioned an entire code of laws 
for the government of the congregation, which is well 
adapted to its wants. The entire body of the Jews now 
number between four hundred and fifty and five hundred 
persons. They live, as they have always done in the 
island, under the same protection as is extended to their 
fellow-citizens. Many hold offices of trust and honor, and 
the most kindly feelings exist between them and the rest 
of the community. The congregation has bo minister at 
I>re8ent, the last incumbent having resigned his situation 
more than two years ago ; services are, however, conducted 
by a reader. 

The synagogue is supported by a system of taxation, 
which is adjusted yearly. The government of the congre- 
gation is vested in five members, who are elected by the 
members taxed ^12 or above. Only those are eligible to 
this government who are taxed $32. Two of their number 
retire yearly. 
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CHAPTEE XI. 

1)«ieription of the Town and Harbor of St. Thomas — Civil Autborities 
-^-Courts of Juilice^-Military — Custom-house Duties and Port 
Charges — Quarantine — ^British Post-office Agencj^-^Banks and other 
Institutions^-Burgher Council — Country Treasury, its Income and 
Expenditures — Revenue and Disbursements of the King's Chest- 
Proposed Alteration in the Colonial Laws. 

T9S Island of St. Thomas lies in latitude IS^" 20' 42''N., 
and longitude 64"^ 48' 9"W. Its length is about thirteen 
miles east and west, with an average breadth of three 
miles. It has St. Croix on the sputh, distant forty miles, 
and Porto Kico on the west, distant thirty-six miles. 

The harbor and town lie about midway of the island on 
the south side. The harbor is formed by a branch of the 
niain range of hills reaching round on the east, and a key on 
the southwest and west, joined to the shore by a low neck 
of land. Its shape is nearly that of a parallelogram, extend- 
ing east and west 2,472 yards, or about one and a half miles. 
From the fort at the head of the harbor across to the 
extreme east point, it is the same distance. The opening 
out to sea, or from the east to the west point (on both of 
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vhioh are erected small batteries), is 1,0S0 yards 
wide. There is thus anchorage ground for a very large 
number of vessels. Owing to the trade-winds, the swell 
from the ocean seldom enters the harbor with any force. 
Vessels there lie easy at anchor, and as th^e are no wharves 
to which they can moor, their cargoes are discharged and 
ireceived with safety by lighters. 

The town lies around the north side of the harbor, and is 
built partly i>pon the level, and partly upon three bills, which 
abut down from the* high range nearly to the shore, with 
savannahs between. The main stieet runs parallel with 
the shore, at the dsstance of about one hundred yards. From 
the centre of the town towards the west, on this street, are 
located all the commercial houses. The stores are substan- 
tial fire-proof buildings, genefally of but one story, and 
often reaching from the street to the wharf, a distance of 
from 300 to 400 feet. A few oth^ stseets to the north run 
parallel with the nuda street. The rest cross these at right 
angles, and reach up into the savannahs. A small public 
garden, tastefully arranged, lies between the ^* King's 
wharf in the centre of the town and the fort. There is 
also a small public square in the East Savannah, crossed 
diagonally by a wide street, and partially pluited with 
cocoa*nut and tamarind trees. 

The town contains many stores and dwellings of every 
description, with a population, according to the census of 
1850, of 12,383 persons. In the country there are on the 
estates 1283 persons, making the total population of the 

island 13,666. 

8* 
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The Lutheran, Catholic, Reformed Dutch, and Episcopal 
churches, with the synagogue of the Jews, are the only 
public buildings. A large hotel is located on the main 
street near the fort. The markets are held in a small 
square on the main street, and in a narrow alley leading 
from the main street to the sea-shore. At the end of this 
street are the butchers' stalls ; vegetables, fruits, and fish, 
are sold from trays. on the ground. 

The scene presented on entering the harbor is exceed- 
ingly picturesque and beautiful. Th& range of hills in the 
background, with their dome summits swelling up to the 
*height of 700 and 1400 feet ; the town giving the appear- 
ance as if built entirely on the sides of the hill ; the bright- 
colored houses with their red and tiled roofs ; the two old 
towers, and the harbor covered with its shipping, and boats 
plying in every direction, give an exquisite view, unsur- 
passed in all the West India Islands. Travellers have 
awarded it this praise, and some have compared it favorably 
with the view of Funchal in the island of Madeira. 

The seat of the Danish West India Government is in St. 
Croix. Until recently, a Governor-General, assisted by a 
Hoyal Council, was at the head of affairs. At present, Hi« 
Excellency H. D. F. Feddersen represents his Majesty as 
Governor over 'the three islands. He acts without a 
Council, but is assisted in the administration of his office by 
a Secretary, and the first Judge of the Court of Appeal, 
whom he may consult. The Governor has supreme control 
over civil and military affairs, and all proceedings pass 
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under his supervision. He occasionally visits St. Tliomas 
and St. John's in the discharge of his official duties. 

In St. Croix also is located " the Court of Appeal*' for 
the three islands, presided over by a first, second, and third 
Judge, the last being also Registrar. There is an appeal 
from this court to the High Court in Copenhagen. 

St. Thomas, together with St. John's, is under the author- 
ity of a Commandant. Col. F. v. Oxholm at present 
occupies this post. He is assisted by a Royal Council, 
composed of two members. A Secretary, Bookkeeper, and 
Treasurer, are connected with this branch of the colonial 
government. 

For the administration of justice in St. Thomas, are the 
following courts : — 

An Ordinary Toton Court is held every Monday at 
10 A. M. It is presided over by a Judge and four assist- 
ants. The latter are appointed yearly from among the 
citizens. They are not entitled to a voice in decisions. 
It tries all civil suits between citizens. All legal documents 
are recorded in this Court by a Recorder. The present 
Judge, Hon. Counsellor H. H. Berg, holds both offices. 
Suits brought before this Court below $128 can be pleaded 
by the parties themselves, and the Judge must instruct 
them. In suits over this sum the parties are obliged to 
emplo]^ lawyers. 

A Special Court is held on any day, and is presided over 
by the Judge of the ordinary Town Court and two of its 
assistants. It tries all civil suits in which bonds are given 
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liable to a special court, and when either of the parties is a 
foreigner. 

A Criminal Court is. held at any time necessary. It is 
presided over by the Judge and two assistants. In cases of 
life or honor be requires the four assistants, and they are 
then entitled to a vote in the decision. The same Judge 
presides in these three courts, and receives his appointment 
from his Majesty. 

A Folice Ctmrt is presided over by the Police Master. 
He is assisted by two adjutants and twelve police officers. 
Before this court are tried all petty charges of crime, or 
violations of law. 

The DecUing Court investigates the circumstances of all 
deceased persons, sees that wills are properly executed, 
administers to the tJOairs of all thos^ who die intestate, and 
takes oh^rgQ of all assets in cases of bankruptcy in behalf 
of creditors. It holds its ordinary sessions on Tuesday and 
Friday of each week. It is in charge of a first, and second 
member. 

TAe Reconciling Court is an admirable institution. It 
has two judges annually elected from among the citizens, by. 
themselves. These sit in session on Friday of each week. 
The Judge of the town-court is obliged to sit with them in 
person or by deputy, to see that the proceedings are legal, 
and to give his advice on poinU of law, but haa no vote« It 
is necessary that all civil suits be first brought before this 
court, in order, if possible, to reconcile the parties and settle 
their cases, preventing further litigation. A party com- 
plaining, sends his complaint to one of the judges ; upon 
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which the pomplainant and defendant are both cited to 
appear at the next ordinary session. Both parties are then 
permitted to state their cases. The judges, upon this, give 
their opinion, and seek to settle the difficulty by some amicable 
proposition. If this be acceded to, the tesms of the acraage- 
ment are recorded, and signed by both complainant and 
defendant, and they must now abide by them without any 
appeal. If these terms are not kept, the sheriff at once 
proceeds Iq enforce their execution. If no reconciliation 
can be effected, the case goes up at once to the Town-court. 
The advantages of this institution are very great ; and it b 
surprii^ing, when they are considered, that it has. not beeijt 
introduced into every civilized country. In the great 
majority of instances, complaints of injustice and difficulties 
about property and QJaims are here settled. Out of 383t 
cases brought before this court in 1849, 226 were amicably 
arranged, 10 nonsuited, and 147 referred to the Town- 
court ; of the latter but 25 were brought to trial. The dis« 
interested and dispassionate opinion and advice of the 
citizen judges thus produce peace and kindly feeling, when 
the vexatistas of further litigation might have produced the 
most violent and deep-seated animosity, and involved the 
parties in most ruinous expenses. Lawyers are not permit- 
ted to plead before this court, and the only expenses, attetid- 
ing iu proceedings vary from 32 cents to $1 25. The. 
judges serve without compensation. In the great majority 
of diffiaultiea between neighbors, if the parties could be 
brought together, before a friendly umpire, meeting each 
other face to face, to rehearse their grievances, and state 
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their claims, a reconciliation would be effected. This, too, 
should be the Christian mode of procedure ; for Paul would 
have believers know no other than reconciling courts. 

Trial by Jury is still unknown under the Grovernment 
of Denmark. It might be supposed by some, who feel that 
this institution is the palladium of the public rights and 
liberties of their own country, that where it does not exist, 
there must be necessarily despotism, oppression, and wrong. 
We believe, however, that this charge cannot be brought 
against the administration of justice either in civil or crimi- 
nal cases in the Danish West India Courts. So mild and 
paternal has been the Government of Denmark both at home 
and in its colonial possessions (although without even a con- 
stitution until very recently), that its citizens have enjoyed 
a liberty but little removed from the most highly favored 
countries. 

Connected with the courts of St. Thomas are four barris- 
ters-at-law. Their charges are enormous. The expenses 
of all the courts, save the Reconciling Court, are also very 
high and burdensome. There is one good effect at least 
resulting from this ; litigation is shunned as far as possible ; 
and he who has once been involved in the meshes of the 
law, takes good care not to be involved a second time. 

At Christian's-fort are stationed His Majesty's troops 
numbering (officers and soldiers) 390 men, commanded by 
Chamberlain Major v. Castonier. 

The soldiers occupy a large, commodious, and airy build- 
ing, to the south of the fort on the shore. This building 
was erected in 1829, and has tended greatly to preserve the 
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health of the troops. Guard is maintained hy the soldiers 
at Government House, and during the night at various 
places in the town. Up to this year the command of the 
infantry and the fort, with the artillery, were under differ- 
ent officers. The two are now united under one command. 

The Burgher Corps is composed of hurghers ahle to bear 
arms. It now numbers 200 men including officers, and is 
divided into two companies. The Jager^ or Rifle corps, 
numbers also, with officers and men, 200, and is divided into 
two companies. The Stadthauptman (at present Lieut. 
Col. H. W. Precht, K. D.) is commander-in-chief over this 
militia. The Burghers complain of their military duty, and 
deem it unnecessary, considering the presence of so many 
of his Majesty's troops. 

Besides this militia there is a Brandy or fire corps, com- 
manded by a Brand-major (Major A. I. Holm), also divided 
into two companies. They dress in military costume, and 
have charge of all the fire apparatus of the place. All the 
arrangements of this department are excellent and efficient. 
Their engines are superior ; two of them being of metal, 
and imported at a heavy expense. 

The Oustoni'House is under the charge of an intendant 
of the Koyal Customs. It receives all manifests, and only 
requires the consigneeis of goods to {^resent an account and 
value of their goods, upon which account the one and a 
quarter per cent, customs are collected. It has no power 
to demand invoices, and therefore has no means of guarding 
againsj fraud, save by comparing the merchants' accounts 
with their manifests. 
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The harbor is under the charge of ^< the Captain of the 
Fort.'' The chargea paid to his department are, for Yessels 
discharging ox receiving cargo, $6 4S> per 100 tons. There 
are als^ paid into the Custom-house, as additional charges, 
between 45 and 50 cents per ton on European vessels, and 
between 19 wd 22 cents on vessels from this side of the 
Atlantic* An effort is now toeing made by the Int^ndant of 
Customs to equalisee tl^ese latter charges, and 9iake, a dtiSex* 
ence in the samcf 9<$cprdiBg to tHe ampuntr of cargo dis* 
charged or received. 

Steamers belonging to the ** Royal Mail Steam-padiet 
Company" sure exempt Irom por4 ehargesi.. Vessels also 
bringing coal for their u&e, are nearly altogether exempt* 
No vessel can leave the harbor without a. permit from the 
fort, for which is paid for a ship, $2 56^ a brig, $1 28, a top- 
sail schooner, 64 cents — all o^era 32 oents. Should a ves* 
sel attempt to w^igli anchor without this peirmit, or having 
left debts ui4>aid, she is at ones " brought to" by the guns 
from ChristianWort, and afterwards if the first, prove insuf* 
fioient, from thcf batteries guardi^g^ the mouth of the harbor. 
The gauntlet is sometimes run, however^ tp the no small 
interest and amusement of the residents upon the hills, but 
not fcH: the vessel, should she ever return to St. Thomas* 
Captains, on their arrival, must report all passengers at the. 
poliqe-office. They must see, too, that each passenger they 
take away \b provided with a passport. The charges for 
these are low, and vary according to the place of desti- 
nation. 

A Quarantine Commission exists connected with the 
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port, consisting of the Police Master, Captain of the Port, 
Intendant of Costoois, and the King's Physician. Some 
port or country is generally under the ban af an infected 

I - iir 

district. 

The British Post-Office has its agent in St. Thomas, 
Peter Van Vleirden, Esq., for the mails brought by the 
Kpyal Mail Steam-packet Company. No other post«offiee 
exists ; and letters brought to the island by other vessels, are 
distributed either through a private letter-office» or by con- 
signees, free of charge. It is deeply to be regretted that no 
postal arrangements exist in the United States by which 
letters could be regularly mailed for St. Thomas, by the 
steamer Merlin. Letters mailed in New York now* only 
reach the island by the way of Havana ! 

The Banking institutions of the island are «< the Bank 
of St. Thomas," and a branch of the Colonial Bank of Lon- 
don, both established in 1837. There is also a Savings 
Bank in a flourishing condition, opened in 1847. It does 
not discount. 

The island also enjoys the advantages of an United Insur- 
ance Company, organized in 1848, and a Marine 
Hailway. 

The ibllowing nations only are represented ^i St. 
Thomas : Spain by a Consul, France by a Vioe-Consul, 
the United States by a Commercial Agent, the Republic of 
Venezuela by a Commercial Agent, and Sardinia by a 
Consul. • 

A Burgher Council^ composed of five members, elected 
by ballot, have hitherto taken charge of the municipal 
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affairs of the island. They discharge their duty without 
remuneration. Their proceedings are not made public, 
save in an annual report of all incomes and expenses. 
Chosen from among our most worthy citizens, they have 
always discharged their duty with great faithfulness, effi- 
ciency, and economy. The country treasury being under 
their control, the following condensed report for the year 
1850, will show its resources and expenditures. 

Resources. — House and building tax, $12,617 83 ; store 
and shop tax, $7,985 34 ; bakers' tax, $306 25 ; butchers*^ 
tax, $337 50 ; cart tax, $81 50 ; burghers' briefs, $412 80 ; 
passports, $1200 46 ; tavern and billiard licenses, $760 80 ; 
vendue sales, $672 87; sundries, $1178 34. Total, 
$25,553 69.' 

Expenditures, — Police, $8,685 28 ; police connected 
with the courts, $691 20; militia, $834 28; fire depart- 
ment, $755 15; scavenger carts, $1539 96; midwife's 
salary, $400 ; hospital, $5,900 09 ; scrofula patients, 
$824 59 ; schools in the country, $1022 14 ; quarantine, 
$960; prisoners, $1,779 15; sundries, $3,892 54. Total, 
$27,284 28. 

The Revenue of the King*s Chest, with the disburse- 
ments for the three islands, is not known. An approximate 
idea may be derived from the following, as extracted from 
the Budget of the Home Government for the year from 1st 
April, 1850, to 31st March, 1851. 
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BeTenue. 


BtCrolx. 


St- Thorn ts and 
Bt John's. 


Duties on imported- goods, 


. $115,572 . . 


. $85,306 


Ground and building tax, 


23,833 . 


9,124 


i per cent, tax on bonds, 


3,700 . . 


1,468 


Stamps, .... 


3,615 . 


• 


Auctions, 4 per cent on sales. 


1,437 , . 


6,084 


Rum licenseai, 


345 . . 


768 


Various taxes on inheritances. 


6,477 . . 


7,158 


Fees for commissions. 


268 . . 


97 


Fees, upper court, . 


2,447 , . 




Charges on vessels paid at fort, 


1,050 . . 


1,582 


Various, .... 


10,206 . . 


6,245 


^^_^ 


$168,950 


$117,832 




. • • 


168,950 


Total estimate of revenues. 


$286,782 



The one aad a quarter per cent, duty, as above estimated 
for St. TbomaSy is very low, varying from $100,000 to 
$140,000. 

DlsbursementB. 
Governor, civil officers, courts, &c , 8t. Croix, . . $77,853 

Commandant, civil officers, and office expenses, ) 05028 

St. Thonuuj ) 

Civil officers, St. John's, 2,292 

Churches in St. Croix, 197 12 

Churches in St. Thomas and St John's, . . ^ 1,410 53 

Public Schools, St. Croix, • 4,288 

Court of Appeal, St Croix, 11,616 

Public buildings and military hospital rent, . . 25,600 

Garrison, old troops, 55,000 

Ditto troops sent out in 1848, .... 70,000 

Man-of-wai brig, 29,760 

Carried forward, 303,044 65 
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Brought forward, 303,044 65. 

Ammunition, arms, uniforms, &c., . . : . 19,500 

Extra grant from King, secured in 1834, to Genenl ) « qqq 

von Scholten, , - y ' - 

Pensioners lor service in West Indies, . . 6,81^ 60 



Total estimated disbursements, . . . ; $335,444 25 



^^■— ^"^"-^ 



It will be seen tliat there is a large surplus in the reve- 
nues of St. Thomas, which go to the support of the govern- 
ment in St. Croi^;. The estimated disbursements exceed 
the revenue, $48,662 ; but from the economy pursued dur- 
ing the year, and certain changes which have been effected, 
we presume there has actually been no excess. The King 
derives a revenue which does not go into the above esti- 
mates, from the large number, of estates which he holds in 
the islands. 

•* The St. Thomas Times** (a small sheet) is the only 
paper published in the island. Until recently, it was under 
a severe censorship. It is issued twice a week. It is hea- 
vily and most unjustly burdened with the publication of all 
the government advertisements and notices without charge, 
as a consideration for its tolerated existence. This is really 
hard, and the editor complains grievously. Good Frederik 
v., who dearly loved the sciences and arts, would have 
dealt more mercifully by the rising literature pf hif colonial 
possessions. 

The St. Thomas Athen€eum was established in 1 839. It 
is an institution highly creditable to the literary taste of the 
citizens. Before its establishment, a " Bo«k Club'* had 
existed, which enjoyed the advantages of a small select 
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library. The number of its members, however, was very 
limited, and ultimately it was broken up. Daring the 
twelve years of its existence, the Athenceum has made 
rapid progress in enlarging its literary resources. It com- 
bines a Library and Heading Room. The library now 
numbers 5,000 volumes in various languages. The books 
are in constant circulation among the members, under excel- 
lent regulations. The tables of the reading-room are well 
supplied with periodicals, pamphlets, and newspapers from 
Europe and the United States. The institution is controlled 
by seven Directors, and numbers about 121 members. It 
occupies a building, with a suite of rooms well adapted to 
its use. Strangers are admitted to its rooms when intro- 
duced by a member. 

There are no places of amusement in St. Thomas. 
Efforts have been made to build a theatre, but without 
success. The pleasures derived from the Athenaeum show- 
ing the good taste of the inhabitants, have mainly occa- 
sioned this. 

His Excellency, Grovernor Feddersen, has been charged 
with the power to draft a body of *' Colonial laws," or con- 
stitution, for the Danish West India possessions. This 
draft has been made, and very recently presented to the 
representatives from the three islands, for their considera- 
tion. It is recorded in Appendix E. It may yet be modi- 
fied, and will require some time before it can go into effect. 
From its contents, it will be seen, that it matters but little 
whether it go into effect or not. Kepresentative bodies, 
without the power of making laws, do not succeed very 
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well ; and we would be better as we are, every citizen en- 
joying the largest liberty, save that of being troublesome in 
the affairs of government. With our exceedingly light 
taxes, our well-managed municipal affairs, and the peace 
and protection which all enjoy, we can see no room for im- 
pAJ'vement, save in a very few instances. These instances 
are, a better government provision for the poor, the estab- 
lishment of common schools, a holier regard for the Sab- 
bath, and the suppression of vagrancy and profanity in the 
thoroughfares of the town. The two former are now re- 
ceiving every attention. A fund accumulated by the 
burgher council has already been appropriated towards the 
building of a hospital, and the plan for schools has been 
drawn up, and is under consideration. 
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CHAPTER XII. • 

Climate of St Thomas— Temperature— Barometer— Raiiw—DiaeMes—i 
Mortality— Doctors— Change of Climate necessary to Residents — 
Apothecary— Burials — Sanitary Provisions— Invalids seeking the 
Island for health-— Advice to such. 

The climate of St. Thomas is remarkably fine and salu- 
brious. Although situated within the tropics, the heat of 
the tropical sun is greatly modified by the constant and in- 
vigorating trade winds. The island, too, being small and 
almost a mass of rocks, without forests, or much low 
ground, this wind comes fresh from the sea, and is seldom 
or never charged with the unhealthy and fever-instilling 
miasma. A location on the hills upon which the town is 
partly built, whilst it afibrds the most pleasing prospect of 
the bay and ocean, secures at all times a cool and delightful 
breeze. The trade wind is a most merciful dispensation ; 
for without it the heat of a vertical sun would render the 
West Indies almost unfit for the residence of man. With 
it, it can hardly be said that the inhabitants suffer under 
such extremes of heat as are often felt in higher latitudes. 
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To give our readers a correct view of the meteorology of 
the island, we lay before them the following paragraphs and 
tables on the temperature, movements of the barometer, fall 
of rain, and the course of the winds, which have been pre- 
pared with the utmost care, and which may be relied upon 
for scientific purposes. 

We have before us about 11,000 observations made by 
, ourselves between the years 1843 and 1851. But, as this 
little and interesting island is closely connected with the 
meteorology of the whole line of islands in which it is 
situated, we have availed ourselves of the very extensive 
and exact observations, made by Alexflnder Moreau de 
Jonnes in his ^^ Histoire Physique ded Antilles FraH^aises,'* 
in Martinique, Guadaloupe, and St. Domingo, and compared 
them with our own. This author is the only one who has 
published anything complete with reference to the clima- 
tology of these islands. In Sir Robert H. Schomburgk*8 
" Histoty of Barbadoes,'* we do not find anything on me- 
teorology that h6 has not extracted from the work of Mo- 
reau de Jonnes. 

We would also here mention that the thermometers which 
we have used for our observations are superior « caliber- 
ated*' instruments, manufactured by celebrated artists, and 
tested at the Observatory in Copenhagen. This is proper 
to be noted, as too mahy persons amuse themselves by mak- 
ing observations with defective instruments. 

We shall follow the same course pursued by M!oreau de 
Jonnes, in dividing his observations of the temperature under 
several heads; 
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I. — The Daily Variations. 

These are, at St. Thomas, as throughout the Tropics, very 
limited. The daily range — or rising or failing of the ther- 
mometer — is very seldom more than 5° Centigrade (9° 
Fah.), whilst in more northern latitudes, as at New York or 
London, it is often 20° Cen. (36° Fah.) Between the 
hours of 3 and 6 in the morning, the thermometer is the 
lowest, sometimes keeping down until half past 5. After 
this it rises rapidly until 8 o^clock A.M., and then more 
slowly until 1, 1|, or 2 o'clock P.M. It now remains at 
this, its highest point, until 3 o^cIock, when it begins to 
descend, at first slowly to 7 o'clock, and then faster to 1 
o'clock in the night. After this hour the fall is very minute 
till 3 A.M. If the weather is clear through the whole of the 
24 hours^ the lowest and highest points of the temperature are 
uniform as thus described. To show this daily range more 
distinctly we subjoin Table I. The observations were 
made on the 18th and 19th October, 1845. Also Table II. 
for the same purpose, the observations having been made on 
the 8rd and 4th February, 1848. 
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We have said that this regular rise and fall only takes 
place when the weather is clear during the 24 hours. The 
increase or diminution of the wind, the quarter from which 
it comes, and the fall of rain, even at considerable distances 
from the place of observation, will break up the regularity. 
We give I'able III. to show how these causes sometimes 
affect the thermometer, and hinder its regular rise and fall. 
The observations of line 1 in the table were made on the 
9th ; line 2 on the 17th ; and line 3 on the 15th September, 
1845. 
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We once saw the increase of the wind after a shower cause 
the thermometer to fall suddenly 3° Cen. (5.4° Fah.), which 
is extraordinary in these latitudes. It had as serious an 
effect on the sanitary state of the inhabitants as a fall 
of 20° Cen. (26° Fah.) in New York or London has upon 
their * inhabitants. In general, an influenza and ague or 
bowel complaints will succeed such sudden falls. We can 
only account for the influenza which prevailed in July and 
August of this year, 1851, (when the physicians of the place 
considered that 4,000 of the inhabitants were aflfected), by a 
few hours' rain having occurred after the prevalence of more 
than usual heat and drought. 

It is owing to the very minute daily variations that this 
climate is healthy, and so happily adapted to individuals 
suffering under pulmonary attacks. We have seen its most 
extraprdinary eflfect*up )n persons apparently sinking rapidly 
under consumption. In a few months they have completely 
recovered their health. Our clear blue sky, uniform tem- 
perature, and fresh invigorating breeze, are restoratives of no 
ordinary character, and will often benefit when all other 
means have failed. 

II. — The Monthly Variations. 
Table IV. is given to show the monthly variations. It 
embraces the observations made at the same location for 
three consecutive years, fifteen feet above the level of the 
sea. 
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The warmest months are July, August, and September ; 
the coldest, December, January, and February. The months 
in which the temperature is most variable are May, June, 
October, and November, owing to the frequent showers of 
rain which then fall, as a general thing. 

III. — The Annual Variations. 

In remarking upon these, reference will be made to Table 
IV. The highest degree of the thermometer observed by 
Moreau de Jonnes at Port Royal, Martinique, was 36° Cen. 
(95° Fah.) The highest observed by us at St. Thomas was 
in September, 1844, 33.1° Cen. (91.6° Fah.), and in Septem- 
ber 1851, 33.3° Cen. (91.9° Fah.) 

The mean of the highest degree in the year, observed by 
our thermometer, which was so placed that it was not 
affected by any reflected rays of heat, was 32.1° Cen. (89.7° 
Fah.) 

The highest degree of heat occurs in August, September 
or October. 

The lowest temperature we have ever observed in St 
Thomas was 18.1° Cen. (64.5° Fah.) The mean temperature 
of the lowest yearly degrees is 20.1° Cen. (68.18° Fah.) At 
Port Royal it was found to be 20.5° Cen. (68.9° Fah.) 
The lowest degree has been in the last days of January or 
first days of February, during which period the extreme of 
cold occurs in the whole of the Northern Hemisphere. 
Chauvalan gives as the lowest at which he observed the 
thermometer at St. Pierre, Martinique, 19.44° Cen. (67° 
Fah.) Moreau de Jonnes doubts this, but without good 
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reason. La Chenai gives as the lowest he observed at St. 
Rose Guadaloupe 18.6° Cen. (65.3° Fah.) For a long time 
we thought that our lowest point observed, 18.1° Cen. 
(64.5° Fah.), must be a mistake, until we saw the observa- 
tions of those gentlemen just alluded to ; but we are now 
satisfied of its correctness. We shall never forget the 
morning after Ihe thermometer stood at this point. The 
night had been perfectly clear, so that the radiation of heat 
from the earth had existed in the highest measure, and a 
uniform but not strong N.N.E. breeze came down over the 
hills. Nature, in general, had the appearance which the 
first cold night in northern latitudes, in the fall, spreads over 
everything, especially vegetation ; and a bluish mist covered 
the whole landscape. It was followed by influenza and 
catarrhs, which prevailed generally among the inhabitants. 
Moreau de Jonnes gives 20.8° Cen. (37.12^ Fah.) as the 
annual range of the thermometer at Guadaloupe, and 14.40° 
Cen. (26.7° Fah.) at Martinique. Our observations at St. 
Thomas give it as 12.1° Cen. (21.7° Fah.) Dr. Hunter at 
Jamaica approaches nearer to our observations, giving the 
annual range on that island at 12.22° Cen. (21.9° Fah.) 
It is this minute annual range which occasions that com- 
plete and wonderful development of form and color in the 
animal and vegetable kingdoms within the Tropics. We add 
in confirmation of this remark the annual range between 
the coldest and warmest months at several places from the 
equator to the northern pole. 



9* 



190 CLIMATE OF ST. THOMAS, VV. • I. 



Cumana, Centigrade 


1, 2.4° 


Fahrenheit 4.3° 


St. Thomas, " 


3.1° 


p.5° 


Funchal, Madeira, " 


6.4° 


11.5° 


Rome, Italy, " 


19.4° 


'* 34.9° 


Stockholm, Sweden, " 


22.9° 


41.2° 


Enonthekis, Lapland, ** 


33.4° 


60.1° 


Capt. Perry's North 






Pole Expedition, " 


64.2° 


115.5° 



According to our Table IV. the diflference between the 
warmest and coldest of the three years is 0.6° Cen. (1.2° 
Fah.), whilst Moreau de Jonnes notes 1 .5° Cen. (2.7° Fah.) 
for Martinique — 1.9° Cen. (3.4° Fah.) for Guadaloupe, and 
0.2° Cen. (0.36° Fah.) for Barbadoes. 

Humboldt, in his " Des Lignes Isothermes," gives 27.5° 
Cen. (81.5° Fah.) as the mean temperature of all the 
Antilles ; but this seems according to later observations 
to be 0.6° Cen. (1.04° Fah.) too high, as shown by the 
following : — 
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Ferrara, 
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St. Domingo, 


M. St. Mery, 
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Dr. Walberg, 
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Mean, 26.9^ " 80.3° " 
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On hills or mountains in the West Indies, the temperature 
is of course much lower than near the level of the sea. On 
12th March, 1788, Moreau de Jonnes observed the ther- 
mometer on the mountain La Selle, St. Domingo, as low as 
6.8° Cen. (44.24° Fah.) On the Blue Mountains of Jamaica, 
it has been seen at 8.3° Cen. (44.9° Fah.), and at Golden 
Spring, at 13.8° Cen. (56.8° Fah.) At St. Thomas we have 
observed the following differences between the thermometer 
at the sea-level, and at " Louiaenhoi," which is elevated 
778 feet. 

Sea-Level, Louisenhoi. 

6 o'clock, A.M. 24.5° C. (76.1° F.) 22.28° C. (72.1° F.) 
2 " P.M. 28.8° C. (83.8° F.) 26. 2° C. (79.1° F.) 
8 « P.M. 26.0° C. (78.8° F.) 23. 2° C. (73.7° F.) 
'Did our mountains or hills reach an elevation of 14,000 
feet, their tops would be covered with perpetual snow, 
Ledru says that he has jseen snow on the summit of the 
Loquillo Mountain on Porto Rico, but this is very doubtful. 
During the period over which our observations have ex- 
tended, we have known hail to fall but once in the West 
Indies. It occurred at St. Croix, 13th April, 1844. The 
stones were of " the size of hens' eggs," showing that they 
fell from a great height. On 13th May, 1828, Mr. Nissen 
. records that hail fell at St. Thomas. 

We have now only to mention the temperature observed 
in the sun. Our observations were made from a thermo- 
meter suspended near a stone wall colored light grey. The 
highest degree noticed was 51° Cen. (123.8° Fah.) Th<» 
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mean of many observations was 40° Cen. (105.8° Fah.) 
This heat is not oppressive with a breeze which generally 
prevails ; but when there is a calm it is hardly to be 
endured. 

We cannot close this article on the temperature without 
. giving an extract from Moreau de Jonnes. It will show 
how Creoles, or those who have long resided within the 
tropics from other countries, feel under different states of the 
atmosphere. " When the temperature is 25° Cen. (77° Fah.) 
the cold is remarkable, but when at 23.7° Cen. (73.5° Fah.) 
the cold is very sharp (tres vif). In the year 1799 the 
Creoles suffered as much from cold as when the thermometer 
in the south of France is below the freezing point. When 
the temperature is from 28° Cen. (82.4° Fah.) to 30° Cen. 
(86° Fah.) the heat is mild and pleasant, the perspiration 
light, and the digestion regular. Over 30° Cen. (86° Fah.) 
the heat begins to be oppressive ; at 33.75° Cen. (92.75° 
Fah.) without a breeze, suffocating; and at 35° Cen. 
(95° Fah.) we feel indisposed and feverish." 

Foreigners are less sensible to the cold of the West Indies 
than the Creoles, but feel the heat more. 

Barometer. — ^The barohietrical movements are still more 
minute and regular than those of the thermometer in the 
West Indies. Owing to the atmospheric tides, our nume- 
rous observations, taken at the same time with those already 
mentioned of the thermometer, show in the most conclusive 
manner, regular diurnal variations. Whatever may be 
the cause of these daily and nightly changes in the barometric 
pressure of the atmosphere — whether to the attraction of the 
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sun and moon, as is the case with the tides of the ocean — or 
to the elevation and depression of these tides, and the 
expansion caused by the heat of the sun — the fact within 
the Tropics is incontestable. When the weather is uniform 
at St. Thomas, the barometer, during each day and night, 
begins to rise at 4 o'clock in the morning, at first slowly, 
but after 8 o'clock more rapidly, until 10 A.M., when it 
reaches its highest point, indicating ^ flood atmospheric tide. 
It now begins to sink until 3 P.M., indicating the ebb atmo- 
spheric tide. From this hour it begins to rise again until 11 
P.M. ; and then sinks till 4 A.M. — thus showing two-flood 
and two ebb tides in 24 hours. The range of the mercury 
from these atmospheric oscillations is very limited, seldom 
over .05 of an inch, and the range during the day is nearly 
double that of the night. This greater range during the 
day tends to confirm the idea that much of these diurnal 
variations is owing to the expansion caused by the heat of 
the sun. We might give tables to show the above state 
ments more clearly, but they are unnecessary. 

When it is observed that these regular diurnal variations 
are interrupted, the barometer then indicates a change of 
wecUher^ and it is mainly thus within the Tropics that such 
changes can be indicated by this instrument. For its 
general an/nual range is only about .2 of an inch^ from 
29.8 to SO.inches, 

During the months of August, September, and October, 
the diurnal rise and fall, as a general thing, are interrupted. 
The wind and weather during this period are always most 
unsettled. 
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With nortli-east winds the barometer almost invariably 
rises, and generally falls when the wind is south-east or 
south. We have observed it to rise to 30.15 inches with 
a fresh north-east breeze, but this great rise seldom takes 
place. Hurricanes, of course, aflfect barometers very sensi- 
bly. They fall at such times according to the force of 
the wind, 1, 1|, and 2 inches. No reliance can be placed 
upon the barometer to foretell certainly, and for any time 
previous, the coming up of a hurricane. Many families, 
however, in St. Thomas are provided with them. They are 
often of great use when the weather looks threatening, to 
give ease to the mind, by the mercury remaining stationary 
or rising, showing that no severe wind at least may be 
apprehended. 

Passing showers seldom or never .cause the mercury to 
fall, and the barometer has never been observed to be 
affected by earthquakes. 

Rain, — As 24 hours' rain in St. Thomas seldom occurs 
more than twice or three times in a year, the rain generally 
falls in showers, and will often' descend more copiously 
in from two to ten minutes than it does in so many hours 
in northern latitudes. Drizzling rains therefore seldom or 
never occur, and mists are unknown. The showers are 
often very local in their descent. One estate is thus fre- 
quently well watered, whilst another in its immediate neigh- 
borhood is suffering from drought. 

The annual fall of rain as observed by Dr. Hornbeck, 
from 1828 to 1839, we give in the following table. He 
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has given the mean fall for each month during the eleven 
years, and then calculated the mean annual fall. 

Mean Monthly Fall of Rain at St. Thomas, from 1828 

to 1839. 

January, - - 2.6 English inches 

February, 

March, . 

April, 

May, - 

June, - - - 

July, - 

August, 

September, 

October, 

November, 

December, 

Annual mean for 11 years, 46.8 English inches. 

In St. Croix and St. John's, the mean annual fall is very 
nearly the same as in St. Thomas. 

It is the equal distribution of the rains throughout the 
whole year that secures good sugar crops. 

Sometimes a drought will prevail for six and nine months, 
to be followed, however, by deluges of rain. 

Fourteen inches have been known to fall in one month. 
Showers and heavy rains come up almost exclusively from 
the East, E.N.E., E.S.E., and S.E., since it is from these 
quarters that the vdnds prevail over nine tenths of the year. 

Clouds seldom or never exclude the sun*s rays for a 
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whole day during the year. They often present the most 
beautiful appearance, and give a magnificence to the rising 
and setting of the sun known only to a tropical climate. 
Long lines of clouds drifting parallel with the trade winds 
are frequently seen streaking the heavens from east to west. 
These bdts of clouds^ we believe, are peculiar to the Torrid 
Zone. 

The diseases incident to the climate are somewhat marked 
and various. In the winter and spring months fever and 
agv£ is apt to prevail in the more densely populated 
savannahs, on low grounds lying in the town between the 
hills. This is no doubt mainly owing to the want of proper 
ventilation, damp floors from the moisture suffered to accumu- 
late beneath them, and a disregard to cleanliness. It is 
often difficult to subdue these agues ; and sometimes a voyage 
to a neighboring island is necessary to break their spell, and 
restore the greatly enfeebled constitution. Bilious fevers 
make their attacks more generally in the fall of the year, 
induced generally by exposure to the rains and the hot sun, 
or intemperance. In most cases, these attacks (if proper 
remedies are at once applied) are slight and transient. But 
they are liable to become virulent. Unacclimated foreigners 
are more frequently subject to these fevers than natives. 
Yellow Fever has seldom or never prevailed in the town. 
It has, in years past, been very destructive among the ship- 
ping in the harbor, but cases even there are now rare. 
Consumption carries off many of the inhabitants of St. 
Thomas, as it does in all parts of the world. Its victims, 
however, are generally among the laboring classes, especially 
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those who are much exposed. Street selling at night, 
•* wakes," and dances, often induce severe attacks of in- 
flamation in the chest, which terminate fatally. Rheuma' 
tism also numbers its victims, and from the causes just 
specified. Its attacks are painful and often long continued. 
Neuralgia is not uncommon. The disease called the 
" Thrush** occasionally attacks children, but is more per- 
nicious in its effects upon adults. Some constitutions are 
more liable to it than others, induced by a too long continued 
residence within the Tropics. When it fastens upon the 
system, a sea voyage seems the only remedy. Dysentery 
is also incident to the climate. It is occasionally sudden in 
its attacks, severe, and dangerous. Influenza will some- 
times appear as an epidemic in the most extraordinary 
manner, without any apparent cause. That was the case 
in the early part of the summer of this year (1851), when 
eighty per cent, of the inhabitants were attacked. It is 
generally very slight and transient. The Small-Fox visited 
the island in 1843, commencing on the 27th September, and 
terminated 9th Feb. 1844. It was very fatal. The follow- 
ing extract from the authorized journal for the three 
public burial-places in the town may serve some useful 
purpose. 
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Grown Persons. 


Children. 






Males. 


Females. 


Boys. 


Girls. 


Total. 


1843, SepU 


1 


1 




— 


2 


Oct. 


11 


11 


5 


3 


30 


Nov. 


20 


29 


25 


21 


95 


Dec. 


27 


24 


24 


33 


108 


1844, Jan. 


13 


7 


10 


10 


40 


Feb. 




— 


3 


2 


5 



72 72 67 69 280 

This table does not include those of the Moravians and 
the Jews. But the mortality was limited among them, 
and was chiefly confined to the town. Few of those com- 
fortable in life were thus removed, as proved by the fact that 
of the 280 who died, 199 were buried at the public expense. 
While it prevailed in St. Thomas, there was but one case 
in St. Croix, and none in St. John's, Tortola, or Porto Rico. 
The number of prescriptions given for small-pox and made 
up by the sole licensed apothecary, was in 

300 and his charges amounted to $77 13 

do 306 36 

do 60 47 

do 10 59 

The charges for the three last named months $377 42 
were paid by the public. 

Since the prevalence of the small-pox our physicians think 
the climate has undergone a change for the better. Hooping- 
cough, scarlet fever, and measles are scarcely known. No 
climate could apparently be better adapted to the rearing 
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of children. After they are twelve years of age, however, 
it seems necessary to send them to colder countries to pre- 
vent serious inroads upon their constitution. The children 
of the poor, however — better than one half being illegitimate 
— frequently die from neglect, or the dissolute habits of their 
mothers. 

The average of deaths, notwithstanding this gloomy array 
of diseases, among the better classes is below the general 
average of mortality, whilst with the lower classes it is 
much greater. The following table has been prepared from 
the Government record of deaths in St. Thomas for the last 
sixteen years from 1835 to 1850 inclusive. 

Extra Phenomena. 



Year. 


Deaths. 


Population, 


1835, 


360 


11,071 


1836, 


324 




1837, 


503 




1838, 


436 


— 


1839, 


316 




1840, 


405 




1841, 


379 


10,076 


1842, 


384 




1843, 


695 




1844, 


398 




1845, 


337 




1846, 


434 


10,560 


1847, 


385 




1848, 


374 


— 


1849, 


450 




1850, 


483 


11,383 



Hurricane. ' 



Small-Pox. ' 



Partial Drought. 

do do 

Dry J. Wet i. 
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Taking the average of the population at 11,000, this 
gives the average numbers of deaths per year at 416, or 1 in 
about 26. 

It should be noted that the population of the town varies 
exceedingly, owing to the presence of strangers and 
sojourners from Europe and other West India Islands. 
Besides, the records of death include all sailors and emi- 
grants who may die in the town, or on board merchant and 
emigrant ships lying in the harbor. 

Whilst foreigners who have taken up their residence in 
St. Thomas enjoy a good degree of health as a general 
thing, and some have remained perfectly well during a pro- 
tracted abode, yet the great majority find an occasional 
change to more northern latitudes absolutely necessary to 
restore the tone and vigor of their constitutions. The con- 
tinued heat of summer and winter, even with the^ most 
careful and temperate, ultimately debilitates the system and 
induces disease — either intermittent fever or more especially, 
bowel complaints. There are very few exceptions to this, 
and we believe tbe remarks apply to all the West India 
Islands. Hence European and American residents are con- 
tinually leaving the island for a short sojourn of a few 
months during the summer or winter, in their native coun- 
tries. They almost mvariably return with improved health 
to remain a few years, and then repeat the change. Those 
who depart from this rule may endure a more protracted 
residence with impunity, but they incur a great risk ; and 
the chances are against them, that they will seriously injure 
their health or be cut down by death. Six years' observa- 
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tion in the island has fully confirmed us in the opinion, and 
a four years* residence without a change has already warned 
us that another summer cannot be passed with entire safety. 
If this change of climate can be enjoyed every three or four 
years, we believe there is no place of residence in any 
country more delightful and healthy than St. Thomas, pro- 
vided, however, temperance be observed, and care taken to 
avoid unnecessary exposure. 

Burials generally take place within twelve hours after 
death, the funerals being ordered at five o'clock P.M. 
Government derives a small revenue from all graves opened, 
having possession of the common burying-ground to the 
west of the town. The Jews and Moravians have grounds 
of their own. The poor (and there are many such) are 
buried at the expense of the country treasury. Government 
has also a burying-ground lying to the north-east of the 
town in a romantic spot, for its officers and soldiers ; others 
than these are sometimes buried there, by special favor. 
The keeping of hearses is a monopoly granted by Govern- 
ment to a single individual ; and only the rich, or those in 
good circumstances, can afibrd to pay for their use. This 
entails a severe burden upon the poor. They are obliged 
to convey the dead by " bearers," who are not even allowed 
a hand-bier ; which, owing to the distance of the grave- 
yards from the main body of the town, proves a serious 
inconvenience. In consequence, it is difficult with the very 
poor often to procure a sufficient number of bearers. 

Five physicians practise in the island. For this privi- 
lege they are obliged to pass an examination before the 
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Medical College in Copenhagen, and receive a certificate of 
qualification. Their fees, though large, are regulated by 
law. They are generally employed by families and on 
estates by the year. Their liberality in serving the poor is 
deserving of all praise. 

The compounding and sale of medicines are granted as a 
monopoly to a single apothecary. Government, for the 
privilege, obliges him to keep constantly on hand all re- 
quisite medicines, and a double supply, in two separate 
locations, one of which is to be well protected against fires. 
He is also required to be assisted by a chief clerk for pre- 
paring prescriptions, who has taken his diploma as a regular 
apothecary and chemist in Copenhagen. The Apothecary 
Hall is thus most admirably constructed. Many complain 
of this monopoly. It certainly bears hard upon the poor, for 
whom there is no dispensary ; but the prices of medicines 
are regulated by a Committee of Physicians appointed by 
Government, and the inhabitants are well assured that they 
receive good and fresh articles. The apothecary, too, is 
obliged to furnish prescriptions ordered by physicians for the 
poor gratuitously, when the name of the person is given ; 
and he makes a liberal deduction in his charges to relief 
societies, several of which are estal^lished in the place. 
The monopoly may have its evils, but certainly they are not 
as great as those under which the inhabitants suffered 
before it was established, from prescriptions carelessly com- 
pounded, and too often from bad or adulterated medicines. 

The establishment of a Dispensary is however greatly 
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needed in the town, and under proper regulations would 
greatly tend to promote health and save life. 

The sanitary provisions made by the Grovernment are 
good. Persons afflicted with the leprosy are to be imme- 
diately removed to a house out of town provided for that pur- 
pose. The inhabitants are under regulations to sweep 
before their doors, and place the matter with house refuse 
by their dwellings for removal in public carts to the leeward 
of the town. Intramural burials are not allowed. It is 
forbidden to keep swine within the town. The public wells, 
from which the lower classes obtain water, are proper) y 
secured and kept clean ; drains and gutters which carry oflf 
the water from rains to the sea are also under a careful 
supervision. 

The West Indies are a favorite resort for invalids suf- 
fering under or threatened with pulmonary attacks, in order 
to regain or secure health. St. Croix and St. Thomas have 
received a large share of these, some of whom have derived 
great benefit by a change from the rigors of a northern 
climate, whilst others have failed to obtain the desired 
blessing. But the surprise is, that more, especially from the 
United States, do not resort to these tropical islands to 
enjoy their mild and equable temperature during the winter 
months. A change of climate is too often deferred by those 
who show symptoms of inflamed lungs, until it is too late. 
We have known many resorting hither, who have acted 
more wisely — who, well-advised of the first inroads upon 
their constitutions, either from hereditary disease or a 
severe cold contracted, fled at once on the approach of cold 
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weather, and soon found themselves either partially or alto- 
gether restored to health. Life has thus at least been 
prolonged, if not a permanent cure of chronic inflammation 
of the chest effected. Had such invalids continued to ^pose 
themselves to a northern winter, an early death must have 
ensued. 

The dryness of the climate of St. Croix and St. Thomas, 
generally speaking, during the winter months ; the uniform, 
mild temperature of the atmosphere day and night, (the 
thermometer seldom rising higher than 82° during the day, 
or falling lower than 72° during the night), the agreeable 
change of scenery, and the remarkably fine roads of St. 
Croix, affording the most pleasant exercise on horseback or 
in carriages — these, together with comfortable boarding- 
houses, 4he purest water in the world, fine tropical fruits, 
and last, but not least, to one absent from home, a direct 
communication by steam either with Europe or America* 
offer inducements to invalids or persons of delicate constitu- 
tions which should be embraced. Visitors should divide 
their time between the two islands, and thus break up the 
monotony of sojourning too long in one place. In St. Croix 
all is quiet and retired ; in St. Thomas there is the variety 
and novelty incident to a commercial place. The charge 
tor board, in both islands, is about $8 or $10 per week, or 
$40 per month for a single person. Married couples and 
families are received at rates somewhat reduced from this. 
Mrs. Cunningham's private boarding-house in St. Thomas 
has always been, and is still, a great favorite with invalids. 
Accommodations can also always be had at the large hotel 
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in the centre of the town. Horses and carriages may be 
hired in either island * at rates about equal to the city prices 
in the United 8tates. 

We give this information for the benefit of any invalids 
into whose hands this book may fall ; assuring theip, that 
the trial of a residence in these islands, if their disease 
has not already made too great progress, will, in all 
probability, greatly restore their health. That some do 
wrong in coming out when they are rapidly sinking under 
consumption, there can be no doubt. Physicians should 
give better advice. It is melancholy at times to see such 
enfeebled by a sea voyage, sinking gradually to their graves, 
away from the comforts of home, and often only surrounded 
by strangers in their last moments. But this should not 
discourage those who are yet comparatively free from the 
virulence c^ inflammation ; for such there will be at least, 
humanly speaking, some relief, if not an entire cure. 

Persons from a northern climate visiting these islands 
should be careful not to lay off flannel, but on the contrary, 
to put it on if they have not been accustomed to its use. 
This we believe to be indispensable to a stranger. It is 
unwise, also, to dress too thinly over flannel. Woollen 
garments to gentlemen do not render the heat oppressive, 
and they are a safe protection. The heat of the sun during 
mid-day, violent exercise, and wet clothes should be carefully 
avoided. A good supply of under-clothes is requisite, as 
laundresses will often keep their employers waiting for a 
fortnight. 

We may add that the steamer Merlin leaves New York on 
10 
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the 8th of every month, making the passage in nine days to 
St. Thomas. She returns from. St. Tiiomas on the 20th of 
every month. The price of passage by her, either way, is $70. 
The packet Van Oxholm, Capt. Davis, and other com- 
modious vessels, are also constantly leaving New York, 
Philadelphia, and Baltimore for St. Thomas, making the 
passage in nine or £fteen days. Those who have sailed 
with the able and agreeable commander, Capt. Davis of the 
Oxholm, will always prefer his noble bark to any other 
sailing vessel. . The steamer Merlin is a propeller, soon to 
be replaced by a like steamer of larger size and more ex- 
tensive accommodations. 

Strangers have every opportunity during the winter of 
visiting any ot all of the West India Islands by means of 
the English steamers and sailing vessels. The routes and 
charges of the steamers will be found in Appendix F. 
Some invalids return to the north (where they should not 
arrive before the 1 0th of June) by the way of Havana and 
the Southern. States, which gives an agreeable variety to 
the tour. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

Physical Outline of St. Thomas — Its Geology — Earthquakes — Hurri- 

caaes — Zoology — Botany — Conchology. 

The Island of St. Thomas may be considered the top or 
ridge of a small chain of submerged mountains. A range 
of high, dome-shaped hills, runs from the west, through its 
entire length, towards the east. About midway of the 
island, on the south side, another range rises up, and runs 
parallel with the great range, also towards the east. The 
two ranges are joined in the middle of the island, where 
the short one commences, by a spur or branch, across from 
north to south. There are also many short branches 
reaching oif, on both sides, towards the north and south. 

The great range rises highest near the west end, where it 
reaches an elevation of 1,515 English feet. It then gradu- 
ally sinks to 1470 and 778 feet, until where the two ranges 
begin to run parallel. Rising now to 971, it again gradu- 
ally tapers down successively to 661 and 307 feet. The 
short range is also highest towards the west, bein^ there 
962 feet high. It then sinks to 858 feet, and also gradually 
runs off into lower hills towards the east. The neck, or 
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cross branch, which joins the ranges, is about 350 feet high. 
Crossing this neck, the descent into the valley, between the 
ranges, commences. The land is here much broken up by 
spurs from the ranges on the right and left. The only 
small stream of running water is found in this vallfty. It 
wends its course towards the south-east ; and according to 
Dr. Hornbeck, loses itself near the shore, and enters the sea 
beneath the surface. 

Geology, — The hills are a mass of trappean rocks. Dr. 
Hornbeck designates them generally as a mass of <' bluish, 
hard, greenstone porphryy." The rocks, however, are of 
various colors — bluish, leaden grey, and greenish — and of 
various textures ; coarse, and sometimes fine, owing to the 
minerals augite, hornblende, felspar, iron, and olivine, a8 
they predominate in various proportions. There are thus 
various kinds of trap rocks in the island, but we do not feel 
ourselves competent to specify the varieties, where there is 
often a distinction made, without any or with a very slight 
difference. Crystallization ^predominates. The rocks are 
not stratified. They contain numerous veins, especially of 
quartz, which are seen running in every direction, and of 
various thickness. 

The surfaces of the rocks for a long period have under- 
gone, and are still undergoing, decomposition. In some 
places it moulders away into a stiff reddish or yellowish 
clay ; in others, into a greenish or white earth, having 
v6ry much the appearance of marl. The white earth is often 
found in pockets on the sides of the hills, having land 
shells, some of which axe bo Longer to be found alive in the 
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island, imbedded in it. The yellow clay is sometimes seen 
traversed by a vein of quartz. This decomposition has left 
large masses of pointed rocks, of a texture more enduring 
than those which have decomposed around them, lying on 
the surface. 

In some masses of the decomposing rocks, is seen a most 
singular globular structure. This is very conspicuous on 
the face of a bare hill, situated on the north side towards the 
west. It has the appearance as if a number of cannon balls 
of all sizes had been fired into the hill, leaving a part of 
their surfaces exposed. These balls scale off into numerous 
concentric coats. On the key opposite the town, the rocks 
are very fine-grained, and look like indurated clay. At 
some points on the key, in layers compressed perpendicu- 
larly, a blue slate is found on the north side, towards the 
east ; the rocks sounding hollow beneath the feet. It has 
not been examined, to see whether it contains petrifactions. 
Lava can evidently be traced at " Red Point" and " Coco- 
lus bay," both on the south side. Three quarters of a mite 
south-west from Red Point is the small island, or key, 
'* Little Saba." On the north side of this little island are 
two lagoons, and the declivity of the hill can be ascended. 
The hill is 200 feet high, with its south side very abrupt, 
and without vegetation. It is* composed of pure lava, with 
alum stone imbedded, in large masses. Dr. Hornbeck 
thinks the southern steep declivity is the side of an extinct 
volcano. 

The valleys on St. Thomas, lying near the seashore, and 
between the spurs from the main ranges of hills, have been 
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formed or levelled through the alluvial matter washed 
down by the heavy tropical rains from the decomposing 
hills. This alluvium varies from ten to fifty feet in depth. 
There are but few valleys, or rather savannas, of any size. 
Sandstone is forming all around the island, by the action of 
the sea. 

On the nort-h-east point of the island, called " Coki- 
point,'' a singular formation, or juxtaposition of rocks, pre- 
sents itself. The point is narrow, and runs out into the 
sea towards the east, reaching like an arm out from the 
shore, and forming a bay. It is composed of various trap 
rocks. At the extreme end, which is abrupt, about two 
hundred feet wide and fifty feet high, masses of augite 
porphyry are found. Around the face of the point im- 
bedded* ^< in situ** in the trap as a matrix, are seen larger 
or smaller masses of limestone. This limestone is variously 
of a greyish, blue, or white color, and richly interspersed 
with fossil shells. It is at times very compact, and almost 
crystalline as marble ; at others, soft, and containing 
pyrites. When white, crystalline, or soft, but very faint 
traces of the fossils can be deiected. When of a bluish 
color, and compact, the fossils are well preserved. These 
limestone masses, or fragments, when white, appear as if 
they had fallen into the trap when it was in a molten 
or soft state. Their position, imbedded in the trap, some- 
times buried below its surface and almost closed over, and 
at others projecting from the surface, can be accounted for 
in no other way. Dr. Hornbeck, in alluding to this lime- 
stone, says " it is not adherent to the island,*' but in this he 
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is evidently mistaken. His observations appear to have 
been confined to some masses which bad fallen from the 
face of the cliff, and not to the cliff itself, on the east and 
north sides, to which access is somewhat difficult. Among 
the fossils are a conus, numerous cerithia, nerinea, and seve- 
ral bivalves. There is also a multitude of certain fossils 
which have the appearance of truncated bulbous roots, as 
they are composed of laminae encircling each other, and 
forming a varied half-ball-like mass. They may be coral, 
but.their form and appearance are certainly singular. A 
specimen of this limestone, containing fossils, was recently 
forwarded to the British Museum. The following remarks 
upon it have just been received in a letter written by the 
Secretary of the Geological Society, London. " It is a 
block of limestone, full of nerina. This genus is confined 
to the lower chalk and oolite. Your specimens most 
resemble some from the Portland rock. It is to be expected 
that if that limestone were well searched for organic 
remains, the age of it might be put beyond question. At 
all events, this is, I believe, the first time that the existence 
of oolite has been suspected in the West Indies." 

On a hill directly to the south of *' Cokipoint," and 
which rises sharp up, as the termination of s^ spur, from the 
main range, limestone, with fossils, is found on the surface. 
Whether it forms the basis of the hill we cannot say, but 
think it does not. 

The soil of the island is necessarily thin, and from the 
steepness of the sides of the hills, liable to be washed away. 
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Cultivation is, therefore, limited, and confined to the more 
entle slopes and small valleys. 

Some salt ponds are found, of very limited size, around 
the shores of the island. They are separated from the 
ocean by a barrier of what appears to be coral isefs. They 
have not, however, been sufRciently examined to decide 
whether they are coral formation, or dykes of trap. The 
atter is more probable. 

Whether the island is rising or sinking, has not been 
d etermined. There are some few facts which lead us to 
suppose that the former is the case. 

It can easily be conceived, from the description of the 
island, that St. Thomas affords from its hills some of the 
finest views that can possibly exist. If we mount in any 
direction, and look down, and around, on the map spread 
before the eye, the mind is charmed and filled with ideas of 
the beautiful and sublime. The swellinor hills and ravines 
clothed with verdure, — 

** Vines with climbing branches growing, 
Plants with goodly burdens bowing," 

the placid harbor with its now diminutive ships, the town 
lying at our feet, the numerous small keys dotting the coast, 
the white surf breaking over sunken rocks, the broad ex* 
pause of the ocean, and St. Croix and Porto Rico rising up 
in the hazy distance, present views that are truly magnifi. 
cent. Roads wind over these hills; and excursions made on 
horseback early in the morning, will richly reward the visitor* 
whatever direction he may take. The views never tire 
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upon the eye, but seem to grow more lovely and sublime, 
the oftener they are beheld. 

Earthquakes, — These occur occasionally in the island, 
and are most frequent in the months of January, February, 
and March. The wave comes up almost invariably from 
the south, and passes off to the north. Sometimes, only a 
rumbling sound is heard, without any apparent trembling of 
the earth ; at others, the shock or motion is more or less 
severe, but never to cause any damage. Plaster, and loose 
stones or bricks from old walls, have occasionally been 
known to fall, but walls have never been thrown down. It 
has been supposed that earthquakes are preceded by calms. 
This is sometimes the case, but we have known them to 
occur during different states of the weather. During their 
prevalence in the island, the sea gives no apparent indica- 
tion of a rise or fall. We once stood on the sea-shore, dur- 
ing a calm evenings and heard the approach of an earth- 
quake. Our attention was instantly directed to the sea, but 
there was no receding or rolling up of the waves, although 
the earth was considerably shaken. The rumbling sound 
sometimes precedes the shock, sometimes the sound and 
shock are simultaneous, but we have never known the 
shock to precede the sound. Their duration is seldom 
more than from two to twenty seconds. 

The consternation which earthquakes invariably produce 

with the greater part of the inhabitants is unaccountable, 

when it is so well known that they have occasioned no 

damage on the island. The ready ear of those who have 

resided for some time in the place, seems watching ever for 

10* 
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the dreaded rumbling sound, so quickly does it catch its 
distant approach. Then how painfully anxious and wild 
is the expression of every countenance; and with the cry of 
** earthquake/' uttered with an almost suspended breath, 
many will rush for the streets or the seashore, in a perfect 
agony of fright ! These phenomena are indeed awful. 
That mighty rumbling sound, coming on with great and 
yet greater volume, rolling with its irresistible might 
through the earth, and the sudden shock, or trembling, or 
violent jerking to and fro, overwhelm the mind, render" it 
conscious of the presence and power of the Almighty, and 
arouse its uncontrolled alarm. 

Hurricanes. — These have been very destructive in St. 
Thomas. They are justly dreaded as the most awful visi- 
tations which can befal the island. August, September, 
and October, are the months in which they occur. They 
are almost if not entirely unknown m the other months. 
To foretell their approach is exceedingly difficult, although 
much has been written to the contrary. As they seem to be 
closely connected with the electrical state of the atmosphere, 
all other instruments save an electrometer (yet, I believe, to 
be invented, to test this) will be of no avail. The barome- 
ter will, indeed, begin to fall as the wind rises, but then the 
hurricane has set in, and given evidence of its presence in 
many ways. That they are preceded by a calm, and this 
calm followed by a gentle breeze coming in puffs, and 
shifting to all points of the compass, there is no doubt. But 
this state of the atmosphere often occurs when a hurricane 
does not follow. The theory advanced by Mr. Redfield 
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and Col. Reid, that hurricanes have a rotary motion from 

the right to the left, or round by the north, west, and south, 

• 

when they occur north of the Equator, will no doubt be 
found to be correct. In this island, so far as can be traced, 
all hurricanes whose centres have passed over it, have 
commenced with the wind at north-east, changed to north- 
west, followed by a calm of fifteen minutes, or longer ; and 
then suddenly burst forth from the south-west with still 
greater fury, from whence the wind shifted to the south and 
south-east, as it subsided. Theories are being advanced to 
account for the whirlpool revolving from the right towards 
the left, in consequence of the revolution of the earth on its 
axis. Why may not this revolution account for the same 
peculiar and uniform gyratory motion of hurricanes ? 

The barometer ranges in its fall, during hurricanes, from 
half an inch to two inches, according to their fury. It 
infallibly tells when they have reached their height, as 
immediately after the mercury begins to rise. 

The force of the wind during their continuance almost 
exceeds belief. Only the strongest buildings can resist it, if 
the hurricane is severe. It is a merciful providence that 
those which are so very destructive only occur at intervals 
of fifteen or twenty-five years in the same island. They 
occur, indeed, more frequently than this throughout the 
Caribbean Sea ; but as their width is often very limited, only 
certain islands sufier, whilst others are spared. St. Thomas 
has been visited (and each time almost desolated) by hurri- 
canes, in J 713, 1738, 1742, 1772, 1793, 1819, and 1837. 
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Others have passed over the island during the intervals of 
these years, but of a mitigated character.* 

To guard against their destructive effects as much as 
possible, houses are provided with strong bars for the doors 
and windows. These are brought out and placed in readi* 
ness when the *' hurricane season'' has commenced. 
Should the weather give alarming symptoms, at once every- 
tuing is made fast. Doors and window-shutters are closed, 
barred, and doubly hooked, and the town looks as if it were 
deserted. This precaution is often found unnecessary, but 
at times it has been wisely taken. Whilst the hurricane 
rages, the state of suspense is awful. It is not known 
when the house may give way and bury all beneath its 
ruin. This suspense, added to the deafening howling of the 
blasts, the crash c^ uprooted trees, and the often piercing 
cry of help, overwhelm the mind with terror. To venture 
out is almost certain death, as tile^, and boards^ and other 
missiles, are flying in every direction, with an irresistible 
force. We give the following extract from Mr. Nissen's 
Reminiscences, and the log of H. M. packet ** Spey," 
in order to afford some idea of the severe hurricane of 
1837. 

" About 6 o'clock in the afternoon of August 2d, every 
one could see that we were going to have a hurricane, aiid 

* Sir R. U. Schombergk has found recorded from the year 1494 to 
1846, or in a period of 352 years, 127 hurricanes and severe gales, which 
committed more or less injury in the West Indies. Of this numher 
occurred in Mux:h, 1 ; Jane, 4; July, 11 ; August, 40; September, 28 ; 
December, 2. Of 13 no date of month recorded. 
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at 6 o'clock it blew most violently. The wind was north- 
east» and blew from half past six to half past seven with 
the greatest violence. In the course of this hour the largest 
number of houses must have blown down. It was one of 
the most dreadful hours I have ever yet experienced. From 
half past seven until eight o'clock the wind became quite 
calm, so that one was able to open the door or window. 
This calm continued only about half an hour, when the 
wind changed to the south, and commenced blowing very 
violently again. On 236 lots, almost all the buildings were 
destroyed. Fourteen persons were buried^ beneath them, 
and were taken out from under the ruins the next 
morning. 

" Sunday, August 6thj 1837. — Came to an anchor in St. 
Thomas' harbor, and landed the mails. Here the hurricane 
of the second appeared to have concentrated all its force, 
power, and fury, for the harbor and town were a scene that 
baffles all description. Thirty-six ships and vessels totally 
wrecked all round the harbor, among which about a dozen 
had sunk or capsized at their anchors ; some rode it out by 
cutting away their masts, and upwards of 100 seamen 
drowned. The harbor is so choked up with wrecks and 
sunken vessels, that it is difficult to pick out a berth for a 
fihip to anchor. The destructive powers of this hurricane 
will never be forgotten. The fart, at the entrance of the 
harbor, is levelled with the foundation, and the 24-pounders 
thrown down ; it looks as if it had been battered to pieces 
by cannon shot. No place, hitherto, has suffered so much 
from a hurricane in all the West Indies as St. Thomas.' ' 



218 ZOOLOGY. 

Earthquakes are often reported as accompanying hurri- 
canes, but we do not think that these phenomena occur 
together. The violent shaking of the house from sudden 
blasts of extraordinary force, may easily be mistaken for an 
earthquake. 

Tlie Government of the Danish West India islands many 
. years back, with reference to hurricanes, appointed July 
25th as a day of humiliation and prayer. From this date 
the ** hurricane season'* commences. The 25th October is 
also appointed as a day of thanksgiving, when the season 
ends. 

Zoology. — On this subject we can only be general, as no 
naturalist has yet fully investigated the animated nature of 
the island, and we are not competent to the task. 

Whilst Insects abound, they are not so numerous in St. 
Thomas as in many other tropical islands. Ants of various 
species are exceedingfy troublesome to housekeepers, espe- 
cially the small sugar ant. One species commits great 
destruction to the timber in houses. It is called the wood- 
ant, white-ant, or wood-louse. A small red ant causes by 
its bite a severe pain ; and in low, small dwellings, is often 
very annoying at night, disturbing sleep. 

The orange and lime trees, and other garden shrubs, are 
often injured by the female of a gall insect, which covers 
itself with a white cotton-like stuff, on the trunk and 
branches, in which it deposits its eggs. It is a species of 
Dorthesia. 

Butterflies and moths are far from being numerous ; the 
latter, however, are often very troublesome in the evening 
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at ceitain seasons, swarming aromid the lights in the 
dwellings. 

Furniture is often destroyed by a worm which bores nnto 
the wood, and traverses it by excavations in every direction. 
Sometimes its presence is only known by the furniture fall- 
ing to pieces. 

Noxious insects are plentiful. Mosquitoes of various 
species are so troublesome, that foreigners especially are 
obliged, the greater part of the year, to sleep beneath nets. 
Sandflies, near the sea-shore, are also annoying ; but they 
seldom enter houses. The Chigo or Jigger (Pulex pene- 
trans) resembles in its appearance a small flea. It nestles 
in the flesh beneath the nails and toes of the human body, 
and raises great irritation. It is, however, easily removed 
with its bag, and seldom or never annoys those of cleanly 
habits, or who avoid places where they inhabit. 

Fleas, at certain seasons, are also very troublesome. 
They are no friends to Hydropathy. Showers and scouring 
flosrs are the main protections against their increase and 
existence in houses. 

The American scorpion is frequently found in dwellings. 
Its sting is painful, but not more so than that of a wasp or 
hornet. Centipedes are about as abundant as scorpions, 
and their wound about as painful. The horrid accounts 
which are often given of these two last insects, especially of 
the dreadful and fatal nature of their stings, are greatly 
exaggerated. During a six years* residence, but one mem- 
ber of my family has been stung by them. It proved a 
very trifling affiair. 
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Spiders are numerous, but harmless, especially the large 
house spider. Cockroaches (the vile things!^ are not only 
abundant, but very annoying by their disagreeable smell, 
and their depredations upon clothing, books, and various 
other articles. 

Reptiles, — The common Guana, or Iguana, is the largest 
of the tribe of Saurians met with in the island, and they are 
now very scarce. Several species of lizards, as the ground 
lizard, the slippery backs, the red-throated moles, the wood- 
slave, and others, are very numerous. They are not only 
harmless, but companionable and useful. 

But one species of snake, we believe, is found. It is not 
venomous, and is seldom seen. 

Birds, — These are scarce in St. Thomas, owing to the 
absence of woods and forests, and the size of the island. 

The Ani, or Black Witch, is the most conspicuous. In 
size it is equal to a tur de-dove. It lives in flocks, and is 
not, timid. Many pairs use the same nest, which is large, 
where they lay and hatch their young in concert. It is said 
that this bird can be tamed, and taught to utter words. Its 
flesh is extremely disagreeable. 

A species of sparrow, believed to be the (Spermophila 
bieolor) Parson Sparrow, is very sociable, and builds its 
nests around dwellings. There is also another sparrow, but 
its name is unknown. 

The Yellow Neck (Matacella pensilis) resembles a little 
the linnet. It is destructive to grapes. 

The Thrush, one or two species, is without song, but has 
a sweet whistle. 
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A species of parrot, and a little parroqaet (Psittacus tui) 
are found quite abundant near Havensigt. 

m 

Two species of humming-birds visit the gardens. They 
are not, however, very numerous. 

The Ground Dove (Columba passer is) is plentiful. It 
is a beautiful bird, and Wilson says the French planters 
honor it with the name of " Ortolan.'!^ 

The Green Pigeon (Columba Sancti Thomas), and seve- 
ral other varieties from Porto Rico, are often found. They 
visit tHe island at certain seasons, for the berries. 

Two species of hawk, the one much more, numerous 
than the other, are frequently seen. They prey principally 
upon iizards. 

The quail is 'very rare. A single species, the owl, 
equally rare. 

There are thus not more than fifteen indigenous species 
in the island. 

The tropical sea birds, especially the pelican, and various 
species of gulls, visit the coast and harbor. A small sand- 
piper, ducks, plover, kingfisher, and green heron (Ardea 
viridus), are occasionally seen. 

Of animals, besides those which afe domestic, the 
Agouti (Dasyprocta aguti) and the rat, are the only species 
which are found on the island. The former is scarce, and 
but seldom seen ; the latter is very destructive to the canes, 
vegetable patches, and various kinds of fruits. 

Two or three species of bats also exist, but they are not 
numerous. 

Botany. — Before giving the list of plants, we shall spe- 
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cify, without regard to order, the fruits which are used in 
the island. 

Those of the West Indies are generally to be had in the 
market of St. Thomas, but much the larger quantity is 
brought from neighboring islands. 

Oranges are abundant duiing the winter months, princi- 
pally from Porto Rico and Santa Cruz. Very few are cul- 
tivated in the island. 

The Plantain (Musa paradisaica), and the Banana (M. 
sapientum), are well known. The former is used exclu- 
sively as a vegetable, and prepared for the table in various 
ways. The banana is generally eaten as a fruit, though 
occasionally as a vegetable. Both are considered whole- 
some. The market is supplied with them from the estates 
on the island, and from Porto Rico. 

The Avocado Pear^ Laurus persea) is considered a great 
luxury. It is a smooth, fleshy fruit, larger than the north- 
ern pear, which it much resembles in its form, with a large 
nut in the centre. This fruit has been called vegetable 
custard, or marrow, and is certainly very delicious when 
eaten with black pepper and salt. 

It is commonly called Alligator Pear^ and is found 
written Avicato. The Spanish colonial name is Aguacate, 

The Sapodilla (Achras sapota) is generally known as 
the moss-apple. It is round in form, and with a rough, 
brown skin, being anything but inviting in its appearance. 
Strangers are rarely fond of this fruit, comparing its flavor 
and appearance to that of a decayed pear. Yet the taste is 
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easily acquired ; and being juicy and sweet, it is highly nu- 
tritious. The best are brought from Cura9ao. 

The Belle Apple (Passiflora laurifolia), called in the Eng- 
lish islands water lemony is of a bright yellow color, with a 
tough, leathery skin, and of an oval form. It consists 
entirely of small flat seeds in a glutinous pulp or juice, all 
of which is eaten. Its flavor is very fine. 

The GranadUlo (Passiflora quadrangularis), as its name 
denotes, is of the same family as the Belle Apple. Both 
grow upon vines, and their blossoms are similar to the Pas- 
sion-flower cultivated at the north. In form and size, 
however, it differs from the former fruit, being much larger, 
rather resembling a melon. The skin is of a dull, yellowish 
green, and very thick ; but contains similar seeds and pulp to 
the Belle Apple. It is generally eaten with wine and sugar, 
and esteemed by many superior in flavor. 

The PiTie-apple (Bromelia ananas) is too well known to 
need any description. Few are raised in St. Thomas, but 
they are often brought in abundance from other islands. 
Although supposed that in the West Indies, especially, 

'^ Its luscious fruit Ananas rears, 
Amid its coronet of spears," 

yet we seldom meet it in perfection, nor do we consider it a 
wholesome fruit. .. •• . 

The Mango (Mangibera indica) is abundant in the 
island during the hurricane months. The fruit is kidney- 
shaped, with a very large nut in the centre of the same 
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form. It grows on large trees, much resembling the com- 
mon chestnut-tree of the United States. There are many 
varieties of this fruit, some too strongly flavored with turpen- 
tine to be palatable ; others much resembling a peach, and 
hence called the peach mango. Although much sought 
after and eaten by all classes, they are denounced by some 
physicians as inducing various diseases.' 

The Gtutva (Psidium pomiferum) grows wild on a shrub, 
in every part of the island* The blossom is much like the 
plum or cheery blossom of the north, and the fruit is easily 
mistaken at a short distance for the lime. Though very 
pleasant in flavor, it is seldom eaten as fruit, owing .to the 
hard seeds of which it is principally composed. From this 
is made the Guava jelly so deservedly popular. 

The Pomegranate (Punica nana) is cultivated more as 
a flowering shrub than as a fruit tree. It has a thick skin, 
often of the most brilliant rose color, which when removed 
exposes the amber-like seeds of which it is composed. The 
pulp covering these seeds alone is eaten. They are seldom 
oflered except to children. 

The Papaw (Carica papaya) is scarcely used except 
when very young ; it is then preserved. The milky juice 
of the tree possesses the power of rendering meat tender 
when washed in it. But it is seldom used for that purpose. 

The Cashew (Anacardium occidentale) is of a bright yel- 
low color, sometimes tipped with red, and much resembles 
a large pepper in appearance, although essentially unlike la 
having a kidney-shaped nut growing on the end. The 
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flavor of this fruit is very acrid ; and the nut, though con- 
sidered poisonous when raw, is readily eaten when roasted. 

The Mammee (Mammea americana) is not unlike the 
northern russet apple, but much larger. The skin is very 
thick, but the flavor is exceedingly agreeable. Its fragrance, 
too, is remarkable. Notwithstanding, it is not generally 
eaten raw, being highly indigestible. 

The Sour Sop (Annona muricata) is very abundant. 
The fruit is of a dark green, kidney-shaped, covered with a 
thin prickly skin. The flavor is a most agreeable acid ; and 
when the juice is extracted and frozen, it is considered one 
of our finest ices. From its singul|r appearance and flavor 
strangers have compared its pulp to *^ cotton steeped in 
sweetened vinegar." 

The Sugar Apple (Anona squamosa) resembles in ap- 
pearance the burr of the pine tree of the north, and is, of 
course, a beautiful fruit. It is, however, very sweet and 
insipid. 

The Custard Apple (Anona reticulata) is round, with a 
smooth, yellow skin, beneath which is a soft substance 
thought to resemble custard, and hence its name. 

The Star Apple (Chrysophyllum cainito) is about the 
size of a large plum, of a pale green color, and when cut 
open, the seeds lie around the centre in the form of a star. 
Another species, called the Palmate, is of a purple color. 
Both have a milky juice. They are rare and but little 
eaten. 

The Cocoa Nut (Cocos nucifera), so frequently met with 
at the north, is abundant in all the islands ; while the tree 
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is one of the most important and ornamental of our palms; 
the fruit is much sought after for its delicious water or 
milk. In the tropics the hard cocoa nuts are little used 
except for cakes, etc., but all classes eagerly seek the young 
and soft nut, which contains little except water; and is not 
only used by persons in health, but given by physicians as a 
refreshing beverage, in cases of fever. 

The Genip (Melecocca bijuga). Sea-side Grape (Cocco- 
loba urifera), Chereise (Malpighea glabra), Jamaica Plum 
(Spondias lutea), Guava Berry (Eugenia floribunda), 
Tamarind (Tamarind us indicus), Cocoa Plum (Chrysoba- 
lamis fcaco), Limes a^d Shaddock, with the Forbidden 
Fruity are also found in the island, but generally preserved, 
few being palatable when eaten as fruit. 

There is also a species of the Bread Fruit, which is a 
collection of nuts under one skin or covering. But this is 
seldom found, and but little used. 
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The following Catalogue of Plants, wild and cultivated in 
the Island, has been prepared after nine years' cafeful study 
and observation. Few or none of the West India Islands 
have been so thoroughly explored in Botanical research as 
St Thomas. This has been done by the celebrated botanists 
West, Ravn, and Erenreich. We have not hesitated to 
avail ourselves of their works. It will be seen that the 
catalogue numbers 1,220 plants. When it is remem- 
bered that the island contains only 37 square miles, this 
wonderful development of vegetable life can only be ac- 
counted for by the tropical heat. Greenland, with its 20,000 
square miles, according to Morek and Raben, only contains 
407 phanerogamic plants. What a contrast this, showing 
the influence of temperature^upon the vegetable kingdom ! 

A brief account of .the distribution, of the plants through- 
out the island according to the particularities of location, 
will add^to the value of the catalogue. It must be borne in 
mind that the island is almost a mass of rocks, with a very 
light soil, and but very fe W4springs or streams of running water. 
The sand on the sea-shore being exposed to the greatest 
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heat, and the salt sprtiy from the ocean, bears but very few 
plants. Still the following are here found, Tournefortia 
gnaphaloides, Br., Sessuvium portulacastrum, Linn., 
Rumex vesicarius, Iresina crasa-ipomcea pes capree, Sw., 
Cakile sequalis, L'Herit., Fartbenium integrifolium, Atriplex 
cristatum, Pilocarpus paucifiorus, Hudsonia tomentosa, 
and Tournefortia glabra. The lagoons yield the Avicennia 
tomentosa and nitida, the predominating, and in many 
places the sole occupant of the shores, even growing in the 
water, and the Canocarpus erecta. This latter is never 
close to the water's edge. Stones in and near the lagoons 
are covered with several species of Farmelia. 

Where the rocks form cliffs on the shore, and a light 
soil is collected in fissures, we find plants of great variety 
and particular beauty, especially the many-formed species of 
Cactus. Here the Melocactus flourishes often with scarcely 
any root, and we have seen the M. communis under these 
circumsti^nces so large as to weigh from 20 to 251bs. This 
plant will thrive on a bare stone wall, where it is often 
placed as an ornament. Here also are the Cereus lanu- 
ginosus, which reaches the height of 20 or 30 feet with a 
sinus at the trunk of 12 inches, Mamelania nimosa, and 
Opuntia picus, and pusilla. The Cereus strictus is found In 
these places but is rare. With the exceptions of Opuntia 
curassaviea and Cereus triangularis, which have been found 
at a considerable height, the Cacti rarely ascend higher 
than 300 feet above the level of the sea. It is also in this 
division the species of Agave must be included, which when 
floweriDg give a particular tone to the whole tract by their 
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flower stock rising to the height often of 30 feet. On these 
barren rocks which form the cliffs sre found Pitcairnia 
angustiflora and latifolia, Jacquemontia violacea, Cassia 
prostrata flourishing well. Flumieria alba is the largest 
shrub on these cliffs ; and notwithstanding the barrenness of 
the soil, will at certain seasons, when broken, yield an 
astonishing abundance of milky juice. This shrub is often 
found at the height of 600 feet. In this division must also be 
included Heliopsis buphthalmoides, Argothamnia candicans, 
Croton betulinus, Hudsonia tomentosa, Epidendrum elon- 
gatum, and Anthacanthus squamosa. These reach up from 
100 to 200 feet. 

From the level of the sea to a height of 300 feet, the 
laoods or thickets are formed by the Bucida buceras, Thura 
crepitans, Eriodendrum infractuosum, the three largest 
trees — Tamarindus indicus, Crescentia cupieta, Ficus 
laevigata, Guazuma ulmifolia, Byrsera gummifera and 
many other trees. Here are also the trees belonging to the 
\ fid. order, among which are the Acacia, Pictetia, Tecoma, 
Plumleria, Anona, and others. 

The plants of this division which are remarkable for their 
fine flowers, are Antherylium, Citharoxylon, Jacquinea, 
Juga, Agati, Cassia, Caparis. The largest number of 
climbing plants belong to this division, among which are 
Bignoniacess, Convolvulacese, and Passiflorese, remarkable for 
the size and color of their flowers. Here, too, are all the 
Palms, with one exception. 

From 300 to 800 feet are found the Croton, Euphorbia, 
11 
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Oestrum, Cord la, and many others. Some of these are pre- 
dominating. 

Above 800 feet are found the species of Piper, Filicea 
(Ferns,) Pothos, Caseraria, Epidendrums. 

The plants thus specified as belonging to certain divisions, 
are also at times intermixed with others. 

In the flora of the island are also included foreign plants; 
but they properly belong to it, as they have become ao-^ 
climated. 



CATALOGUE OF PLANTS FOUND ON THE ISLAND OF 

ST. THOMAS, W. I. 



Abnis prsBcatorina, Linn. WUdldqwh 

riee. 
Acacia acantholaba, H. and B, 

adoolaria, H. and & 

catechu, W. 

tamesiaiia, W. CkuJut, 

flezaosa, H. and B. 

glancB) W. 

latiftiliqna) W. 

lebbek, W, TTdbet Three. 

macraeanthoides, B«rt 

znacrostaohTa, BeidL 

nigricans, B. B. 

nndiflora, W. 

obtnsa, H. and B. 

parvifoUa, W. 

platylaba, Bert 

proowa,'W. 

%aUnanuB, D. C 

sarmentoaa, Dear. 

weitlaaa, D. C. 
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Acalypha coreborifblla, W. 

** reptana, Sw. 
Acanthophora ihierii. Lam. 
Acetabniaria orennlata, Imz. 
Acbynanthes aspera, Linn. 
Acnistaa caolifloras, Schatt 
Acrocomia fUMfbrmis. 
Acrofitiohmn auremn, Linn. 
Adenanthera pavonina, Linn. Ciroeueian 

JSecm, 
AdenoBtemma swartadi, Oaas. 
Adhatoda enatachiana, D. C. 

** ^arthi^lenensis, D. C 

« lithospermlfolia, Jacq. 
periplocifolia, D. C 
apbeBTOflperma, D. E. 
Adiantom cnneatnm, Lgd. and Fiak, 

** denticnlatom, Sw. 

** Hdcatmn, Sw. 

** intermediiOD, Sw. 

** rhomboidenm, H. B. and E. 
atrlafcnm, 8w. 
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Adiantnm tenemm, Sw. Maiden Edir. A.mjr\B sylTstica, Jacq. 



Carata — Mai- 



^chmea panicniata, B. and P. 
^giphlla martinicensis, Linn. 

" trlflda, Sw. Spirit Wood, 
•^scbjnomene americana, Linn. 

** sensltiva, Sw. 

Agati oocdnea, Desv. 

** grandifloia, Desv. 
Agave americana, Linn. 
pole. 

** , mexlcana, Hav. 
** viyipara, Linn. 
Ageratom conyzoides, Linn. 
Allamanda oathartica, Linn. 
Allinm ascalonicnm, Linn. SfuUot. 
** cepa^Linn. Onion. 
pomun, Linn. Zeeh, 
satiTnm, Linn. GarUcb. 
Bcorodopnunxm, Linn. JSoeam- 
bde. 
Alloeoras dealbatoa, PresL 
Aloe Tolgaris, Cand. Semper yU>e. 
Alpinia natans, Bafe. ShelZ PUxfii. 
Alsidinxn seaforthii, Ag. 

** triangoUre, T. Ag. 
Alternanibera richardii, B. 0. 

•* . seesilifi, £. B. 
Althsea rosea, Gay. 
AlysicarpoB yaginalla, D. 0. 
Amarsntns panienlatns, D. G. 
piUar. 



Anacardiam occidentals, Linn. Cashew, 
Andira inermis, H. B. and K. ' 
Andromeda fascicnlata, Sw. 
Andropogon alopecnroides, Linn. 

" bicolor, Boxb. Guinea 



Com. 



u 



u 
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oemnnB, Boxb. 
tBcbaemnm, Linn. 
** saccbaratns, Boxb. 
** scboDnanthns, Linn. Lemon 
Grcua. 

** Borgbnm, Brot. Guinea 
Com. 
Anethnm grareolena, Linn. IHIL 
Angnria trilobata, Linn. 
Anona cherimolla, Mill. 
** cinerea, DnnaL 

glabra, Linn. WUd Sow Sap. 
lanrifolia, Dranal. 
mnrlcata, Linn. Sotir Sop. 
palostriB, Linn. Dog Apple. 
reticnlatSt Linn. Cttstard Apple. 
** aqnamosa, Linn. Suffor Apple . 
Antbacantbua armatns, D. G. 
** spinoana, D. G. 

« ** borridus. 

Anthepbora el^ans, Scfareb. 



u 



« 



AntherjrHiim robrii, Yahl. 
Cater- Aplnm graveolens, Linn. Celery. 

Aracbis bypogaea, Linn. PindaU— 
spinosofliL. iS^yined Cater- ^ Ground Nttt 

Areca oleraoea, Jacc}. Caibbage Tree. 

Ardisia ooriaoea, Sw. 

Argemone mexicana, Linn. TeUoW' 

ThieOe. 
Argofbamnia candicana, Sw. 
Aristida capillacea, Lam. 
** plumosa, Linn. 
" strlcta, Micb. 
Aristolocbia angniclda, Ltnn. . 

" trilobata, Linn. " 

Arrboetoxylom cooeinettm, N. a. £. 



pillar. 
Amaryllis atamasoo^ Linn. 

" belladonna. 

** eqnestris, Ait 

** formosissima, Linn. 

« pnnaffio, Ait 
Amblogyna polygonoidea, D. G. 
Ambrosia artimisisBfolia, Linn. 
Amerimnnm brownii, Sw. 
Ammania sangninoftenta, Sw. 
Amomom syWestre, Sw. 
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Artocarpos indsna, L. Bread Fruit Tree. 
Arum hederaceom, linn. 

u ** m^jos, Decourt. 

" lingalatnm, Linn.' 

** pictnm, Linn. 
Amndo donaZf Linn. CuUMoated Reed. 
Asdepias cnrasavica, Linn. Bastard 

Ipecacuanha-. 
Asparagns officinalis, Liniu Spamyuh 

Orase. 
Aspldiom plmnierii, Presl. 
" triibliatum, Sw. 
Asplenimn pmnilanif Sw. 
Averrhoa caramboba, Linn. 

" bilimbl, Linn. 
Ayloennla nitida, Jacq. 
** tomentosa, Jacq. 

B 

Bambnsa amndinacea, Willd. 
Banisteria dichotoma, Linn, 
emarginata, Gar. 
floribnnda, D. 0. 
** periplocaefolia, Desp. 
Batatas ednlis, Ghais. Sweet Patatoe. 
'* littoralis, Ghais. 
*( pentapbylla, Ghais. 
** qninquefolia, Ghais. 
Batis maritima, B. Br. 
Banhinia pabescens, D. G. 
Beloperone nemerosa, D. G. 
B«ta ynlgaria, Moa Bed Beet. 
Bidens bipinnata, Linn. 
** heterophyllTun, Ort 
»• leucantha, W. 
** pilosa, Linn. 
** portoricensis, Spr. 
Bignonia nngnis, Linn. Cat- Claw. 
Bixa orellana, Linn. Amotto Bancau. 
Blechnmn occidentale, L.* 

angostllblinm, B. Br. 
brownii, Jius. 
Bl«tla TAreoanda, B. Br. 



u 



it 



u 
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Boerhavia decumbens, VahL Bog- Weed. 
erecta, Linn, 
hirsuta, Linn, 
panicnlata, Kich. 
scandens, Linn. 
Bombax septenatum, Jacq. 
Bontia daphnoides, Linn. 
Borassus flabeliiformis, Linn. 
Borrenia densiflora, D. G. 
spinosa, Ghamb. 
stricta, Meyer. 
" vertlcillata, Meyer. 
Borrichia arborescens, D. O. Wild 
Tbbacoo. 
" frutescens, D. G. 

Brossica napns, Linn. 

" oleracea capitata, Linn. Sead- 
Cdbhage. 
*» " crispa, Linn. Cab' 

hage. 
** rapa, Linn. Turrvlp. 
Bromelia ananas, Linn. Pinea^^^ple. 

« pingnln, Linn. Pi/ngv4^ 
Bronssonetia plomierii, Sp. 

** tinctoria, Knnth. 

Bnmfelfiia amerlcana, Sw. Bain 7\ree. 

** nndnlata, Sw. 
Bryaebenns, D.,G. 
Bryonia flcifolia, Lam. ' 
Bryophyllnm calycinnm, Salisb. 
Bacida bnoeras, Linn. Qregeng. 
^nmelia reclinata, Vent 

** retnsa, Sw. 
Bnnchosia media, D. G. 
« nitida, D. G. 
" palystachya, D. G. 
Bursera gommifera, Jacq. Tu/rpetvtine 

or Own Tree. 
Byrsannima coriacea, I>. C. Locuet berry 
Tree. 

laevigata, D. G. 
hsdda, Di C. 
spioata, D. C 
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C SBsalpina corlaria, W. 

" glandalosa, Bert. 

** sappan, Linn. 

Ct^anns flavns, D. C. 
Gakile nqnalis, L'Herlt. 
** americana, Natt 
Galadinm arborescens, Vent Dumb' 

CCMM. 

" escalentnm, Vent TaMer. 

** Begniniun, Yent Jhrniib 

Cane. 
Calendula officinalis, linn. 
Calliopsls bioolor, Beich. 
Callisia repens, Loff . 
Calonyctyon speclosam, Chala. 
Calophyllmn calaba, Jacq. 
Calotropls aspera, B. Bi? 

** gigantea, D. C. 

" procera, B. Bro. 

Calycephyllnm coccineam, D. 0. 
Caljptrantbes cbytraCnla, Sw. 
Camptfloneamm pbyllltidis, PresL 

" rei>enB, PreaL 

Canavalia ensiformis, D. C. 
Ganella alba, Mnrr. Winter JBarJb. 
Canna coocinea, Ait Scarlet Indian 
Shot. 

« 

glaaca, Linn. 

indica, Ait C<mm<m Indian 
Shot 

" occiden talis, Bosc. 
Caperonia palostris, Hibar. 
Caparis amydalina, La^ 
" breynia, Linn. 

** cynophallophora, Linn. lAnguan 
Tree, 
" enstacbiana, Jacq. 
•* ferruginea, Linn. 
" intermedia, II. B. and K. 
** panciflora, H. B. and K. 
** saligna, Yahl. 
** spinosa, Linn. 



Caparis tenaisiliqna, Jacq. 

" tomlosa, Sw. 
Gapraria bifiora, Linn. Ooat Weed. 
Capsicnm annunm, L. Pepper. 

baccatam, Linn. Bird's Pep- 



It 



fhitescens, Linn. Small Pep- 



U ' 



tl 



per. 

u 

per. 
Gardiospermam oorindam, Linn . 

" halicacabam, Linn. WUd- 

PwreUy. 
Garica papaya, Linn. Pa/wpoM. 
Garolinea alba* Lodd. 
Gascaria parriflora, W. Wdd Honey^ 
Tree. 
" ramiflora, Vahl. 
Cassia alata, Linn. RinQVoorm JYee. 
** bicapsnlaris, Linn. Styf>er JBiuh. 
** chamsecrLsta, Linn. 
" »* stricta, Schrank. 

** fhitescens, Hill. 
" glandnlosa, Linn, 
becatopbylla, D. G. 
macropbylla, Kuntb. 
nictitans, Linn, 
obovata, Call 
** obtnsifolia, Linn. Senna. 
** occidentalis, Linn. Stinking^ 
Weed. 

** occ glabra, D. G. 
« " aristata, D. a 

" prostrata, H. and B. 
" riparia, H. B. and K. 
" tora, Linn. 
** yiminea, Linn. 
Castela depressa, Tnrp. 
Catasetum tridentatom, Hook. 
Cattleya lablata, Llnd. 
Canlerpa clavifera, Ag. 
** cupessoldes, Ag. 
pennata, Lamrx; 
plumarlis, Ag. 
prolifer, Ag. 
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i aulorpa selago, Ag. 
** urifera, Ag. 
Canllnia goadalaupensis, Spn. 
Ccn otbns colubrlnns, Lam. 
♦* ferreoB, D. 0. 

Iffivigatos, L'Herit 
recUnatos, L*Herit 
saroomphaliu, D. G. 



u 



u 



Cbrysophyllnm cdnito, Linn. Star- 
Apple. 

** glabrom, Jacq. Wild 

Cainit. 

" microcarpnm, Bw. — 

Damson Plwm. 

" rugosam, 8w. 

Gissampelofi pareira, Lam. Vehet-lea/, 



u 



u 



u 



Cecropia peltata, Linn. TYtimpet Wood, Ciasus acida, L. 
Celosia argentea, linn. # 

*' criatata, D. C. Ooek^a-Oomb, 
M panicnlata, Linn. 
Celtis acnleata, Sw. 

** anstralis, L. 
Cenchnu echinatns, Linn. Bwrgrass, 
" Invigatns, Trin. 
" tribnloldes, Linn. 
Ceraminm diapbanam, Both. 
** TubnmvAg. 
•* " nitens, Ag. 

CereoB lannginosoa, Haw. 
u peravlanna, Taberu. 
** strictiu, D. a 

** triangalaria, Haw. Stra/Ufberry' 
pea/r. 
Cestnim dtrifolimn, Betz. 
** diurnnmf Linn. 
« lanrifollum, L*Her. 
** noctnmnm, Linn. Lady cf the 
night. 
** Teapaitlnnm, Linn. 



Linn. Cld 



obovata, VahL 
OTata, Lam. 
sicyoidea, Linn, 
trifoliata, Jacq. 
Githarozylon dnerenm, 
WonuMCe Bitter. 

*' qnadrangnlare, Jacq. — 

FiddU^wood. 

** Tilloenm, Jacq. 

Citras aurantiam, Biaso. Sweet Ora/nge, 
Seville Orange. 

« buxifoliufl, Padr. Forbidden" 
Fruit. 

decnmana, Linn. Shaddock. 
limonnm, BiasO. lAme. 
medica, Bissa Citron. 
Claytonia perfoliata, Donn. 
Cleome pentaphyllA, D. C. 
pnbescena, Sima. 
spinosa, Linn. 
** triphylla, D. C. 
Clibadimn aspemm, D. C. 
" drosamf D. 0. 



u 



u 



u 
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Chamiaaoa altiflsima, Homb. " 

Cbenopodlom anfbelmlnthicmn, Linn. Glitoria plamleri, Tnrp. 

Wormeeed^eed. » tematea, Linn. Blue-wine. 

** spatnlatum, Lieb. ^ Tirginiana, Linn. 

Chiococca lacemosa, Jacq. Oandle-ioeed. Clusla alba, Linn. 

" mbra^ Linn. 
Coccocypselum apicatmn, Eonth. 
Coccoloba barbadensis, Jacq. 
" ezcoriata, Linn. 
** latifolia, Lam. 
" microstachya, W. 



** ** laxiflora, D. C. 

Chlorifl CTuciata, Sw. 

" radiata, Sw. PVa%h-graM. 
Chomella faacicnlata, Swartz. 
Chondria papiloaa, Ag. 
ChrysobalannsteaeOtLlnn. Cocoa-pfum, 
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Coccoloba nivea, Jacq. 
" obtnsifolla Jaoq. 
** punctata, Linn. Bed-wood, 
" UYifera, L. Seaaid&ifrape, 
Cooos nacifera, Linn. Cocoa-nut 
Godlom elongatiUD, Ag. 
OoffSaa arabica, L. Coffee-Tree. 
Ck>lz lacbryma^ Linn. Jcb'^e Teart. 
Coxnelina oommonis, Linn* French 
weed—Pond-groM. 
" elegans, Homb. 
" gracilis, B. and P. 
" longicanlis, Jaoq. 
Comodadinm ilidfolla, Sw. 
Conferva aenea yar. ooc, Martens. 
" clavata, Ag. 
" dispansa, Ag. 
** distans yar. snbtilis, Linn. 
* membranaoea, Ag. 
" tricbotoma, Ag. 
Conocarpos erecta, H. Bw and K. BvUonf 
Tree. 
" erecta arborea, D. C. 

Conoetegia procera, Don. 
ConvolTulus nodtfloms, Defy. 
Corchoms acntangnloa, Lam* 
" hirsatus, Linn. 
" hirtns, Linn. 
" Biliqaosoa, Linn. BroomrVteed. 
Cordia elliptica, 8w. 
" gerascanthos, Jacq. 
" myxa, Linn. African phtm, 
" macropbylla, Mill. 
" sulcata, D. C. 
" nimifolia, Jnss. 
" " oyata, D. C. 

Corypba ombracallfera, Linn. 
Cratffiya gynandra, Linn. GarUek- 
pear. 
" tapia, Linn. 
Cresoentia acominata, H. B. and K. 
* cncorbitina, Linn. 

enpeta, Lina Calabath Tree, 



«i 



Cribraria porporea, Alt and Sw. 
Crinnm erabescena, Ait 
Graasandra inAindlbulifonnis, N. ab E. 
Crotalaria incana, Linn. BatU&^btuh— 
ShaJbe-ahate. 

" latifolia, Linn. 
" macronata, Desy. 
" retnaa, Idnn. YeUaw Lupin, 
" yermcosa, Linn. 
" " obtuaa, D. a 

Croton astroites. Ait 
** balsamlfer, Linn. 
" betnlinos, YahL 
" bnzioidesi YahL 
" chamffidryfoliofl, Lam. 
" corylifolioa, Lam. 
" difhisas, Bicb. 
" discolor, Bich. 
" flayeos, Linn. 
" trilobatna, WUld. 
Cncmnis angaria, Linn. 

" citrullns, Ser. Water-melon, 
** fleznosos, Linn. 
" melo maltftnsifti Linn. Muek- 
Mdon. 
** sativns, Linn. Cucumber. 
Cncnrbita melopepo, Linn. Pwnpkin, 

** pepo, Linn. Sqwuh. 
Cnscnta americana, Linn. 
" oorymbosa, B. and P. 
^ racemosa minnta, Choda. 
Cycas reyolnta, Thunb. Sago-pakn, 
Cjnodon dactylon, Pers. Creeping- 

Bogetooth-graea. BeviTa-grim, 
Cyperus bmnnens, Sw. 
" distans, Linn. 
** ebrenbergli, Knnib. 
** elegans, Linn. 
** teraXfBich. 
** baspan, Linn, 
w Ilgolaris, Ltnn. 
** odoratns, L. 
** rotandiiB,fj. But-graee, 
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CTpenu tannus, Sv. 
** Tlacosus, Alt 



Dactylocteniam aegypttcum, 'Willd. 
Dahlia yariabUia, Deaf. 
Dalechampia scandens, Lton. 
iy^atura arborea, L. 

** ftstnosa, L. 7%om AppU. 
" metel, L. 

** atramoniam, Idnn. Thorn Apple 
Daacua carota, Linn. Carrot 
Cavallla acnleata, Sw. 
Besmanthiu depre^iia, H. and B. 
'* pnnctataa, WUld. 
*• Tliigatos, D. C. 
DeBmodlnm aadllare, D. O. 
** Incanam, D. C. 

*• molle, D.C. 

** oblongifollnxn, D. C. 

«* reptan^ D. C. ■ 

** Bcozpinroa, Dear. 

*• apirale, D. C. 

** anpinam, D. C. 

** tortnosmn, D. C. 

«* triflorum, D. C. 

Dianthna cbinrasia, Linn. 

** caryopbyllns, Linn. CamO' 
Uofk 
Dioromena dliata, Yahl. 

** leucooepbala, Midr. 
Dictyota atomaria, Oreville. 
M dichotoma, Lamrt. 
** linearia, Grey. 
Dlgenia aimplez, Ag. 
DioBoorea alata, Linn. Sed- Yam. 
* bulbifen^ Linn. 
** aagittata, Pair. 
** satiya, Linn. Yam, 
DiatictiB lactiflora, D. C. 
Diatreptua qpicatna, Casa and Leaa. 
Ditaxia fitfcicnlata, Jnfl& 
Dodeoatbeon meadia, linn. 



Dodonaea yiscoaa, Linn 
Dollchos luteaa, Bwartz. EatahU mild- 
pea. 

" aesqnipedalis, Linn. HaUfaan- 
Pea. 

** sphseroapermiu, D. C. BUuih- 
eyePea, 
Dollchos yezillatna, H. B. and K. 
Dracffina ferrea, Idnn. DragorC^lood, 
Dracontiom lanceasfolia, Jaoq. 
Drepanocarpns lonatae, Meyer. 
Drymaria cordata, W. 
Duranta plumleril, Linn. 



Ecaatapbyllam brownii, Pen. 
£cbites agglatinata, Jaoq. 
« biflora, L. 
** drcinalee, Sw. 
" tbomaslana, D. C. 
•* nitida. Vahl. 
^ snberecta, Jaoq. 
Egletes domingenfiia. 

** glabrata, Ca8&, 
Ehretia bonmeria, Linn. 
" tinifolia, Linn. 
Eleocharia capitata, Brown. 

" genicolata, Br. ifnAj^oin^Mf- 
Chj^Bwh, 
^ interstincta, BrowxL 
** xnatata, Brown. Commote 
BuA, 
Elepbantopns mollia, H. B. and K. 
Eleufline mncronata, Maehl. 

" indlca, Gaerta. DeviFi-Tail- 
Orass. 
Emilia Bonchifolla^ D. C. 
Epldendnun bioomntnm, Sw. . 
bifidnm, AabL 
dllare, Linn. 
Epidendmm elongatnm, Jaoq. 
Erantbeninin acanthoidea, Spr. 
^ bloolor, Schranok. 
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ErechtiteB hieraoifolla, Baf. 
Erigeron oanadens, Linn. 

" Jamaloense, L. 

** ItBvigatam, Bich. 

** spaihalatum, Yest. 
Eriodendmm inAraotaoaum, D. C. 

** V. caribnnm. Silk-ootton- 

Eritbalis fratioosa, Unn. 
Erythrina oorallodendronf linn. Coral' 
Tree. 

** glanoaiW. 

** crista galli, Linn. 

** spinosa, Andr. Cocfe-ipur, 
Eryfhroxylam areolatoin, linn. 
Eugenia axillarifl^ Polr. 

" boxlfolia, W. 

" cordata, D. C. 

" diaticha, D. C. 

" floribnnda, West 

" foBtida, Pen. 

" fragcana, W. 

^ lanoea, Poir. 

" Ugustrlna, W. 

" Unaata, D. C. 

* michelii. Lam. 

" plmenta, D. C. 

" proc«ra, Pair. 

" pseudo-psidiom, Jaoq. 
Eugenia B^esiliflora, t>.C, 

" yiigoltosa, D. C. 
Eapatorlmn atripIidpoUnm, Yahl. 
" Binesoens, Yahl. 
* macranthnm, Sw. 
" odoratam, Linn. 
" repandom, "W. 
Euphorbia antiquonun, Linn. 

" articulata, Lam. 

" " rotundifolia, Kr. 

** QOtonifolia, Linn. 

" genlculata, Ortg. 

"* glabrata, Yahl. 

" heterophylla, Unn. 

11* 



Euphorbia bypericifolia, Linn. 

" linarifolia, Wllld. . 

^ neriifolia, Linn. 

* obliterata, Jacq. 

" I>etiolaris, Linn. 

" pilulifera, Linn. 

" prostrata, Ait 

" pxmicea, Bw. 
EuatachTB petrtea, Desv. 
Epxolna oleraceos, D. C. . Lumboo. 

" viridifl, D. C. 
EY<dyuluB llnifoUus, Linn. 

M nnmulariua, Linn. 
Exooocarla ladda, Sw. 
Exogontom flliforme, Choia. 
Exoatemma oaribcaum, B. and Sch, 



Faramea odoratieaima, D. C. 
Ficua laevigata, Yahl 

<* pedoncolata, Ait 

** oarioa,Linn. 

** aerratns, Linn. 
Fimbristylna fermginea, YahL 

" apadicea, Yahl 
Flacheria acandena, D. C. 
Fnniealam Tolgare, Gaertu. Fennel, 
Furoenaria acanthophora, Ag. 



u 
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Oalatia pendula, Pera. 
Gardenia florida, Linn. 

** fl. pleno. CapeJaemin, 
latlfolla, Ait 
Gaertnera yaginata, Lam. 
Genlpa americana, Linn. 
Ge^phila reniformia, Ch. and Sohl 
Gloxinia apeeioaa, Lodd. 
Glycine atriata, L. fll . 
Gamphrena globosa, Linn. Bttehehr- 

Button. 
Gonlopteria orenata, Preal 

megalodea, Schk. 
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GoDiopteriB tetragona, PresL 
Gonzales pazramensis, Pen. 

. " 8picata,D C. 
Gordonla hsBmatoxylon, Sw. 
GoflSTpinm barbadense, Linn. 
" herbaceum, Linn. 
Gonania domingensis, Linn. 

" tomentosa, Jacq. 
Graptophyllam hortense, K. ab. E. 
Gnaiacnm officinale, Linn. Ligwu/mr 

VUa, 
Goazama nlmifolla, linn. 
Gnettarda elliptica, Sw. 
" parviflora^ YahL 
" Bcabra, Lam. 
Gnillandia bondac, Alt YeUotO Hflcker, 

" bon^nc minna. 
Gynmogramma calomelaaoa, ElanlC 
" peraviana, Dear. 

* tartarea, Dear. 

GimandropeiB pentaphylla, L. 

H 

Hnniatozylon campechlannm, Lin&. 
Halopteris scolopendrlna^ FresL 
Halyseris dellcatnla^ Ag. 

** polypodioides, Ag. 
Hamelia patana, Jacq. 
HebecUnimn macrophyllam, D. C. 
HeliaQthns annnna, Linn. 

" mnltifloras, linn. 
HeUctoresJamaioensIs, Jacq. 

" l8ora,L!nn. 

" verbasdlblia, Link. 
Hdiophytmn indicnm, D. 0. 

" parriflomm, D. C. 

Heliopslfl bnphthalmoideB, DmuL 
Hellotropiam cnraaaylciim, L.^ 
" ftntiooeani, L. * 

Hdiotropiinn x^oniYiantim, L. 
HerpMtIs monnieria, H. B. and K. 

" atricta, Bchrad. 
Heteropteria pnipurea, H. B. and K. 



Hibiacna abelmoachas, Linn. 
" bifturcatna, Car. 
" canabinna, Linn. 
** domingensiBf Jacq. 
** escnlentod, Linn. Ochro^ Ocihra, 
Kimkamboo. 
** macnlatna, Bear. 
** micana, Car. 
** mntabilia, Linn. Cha/ngeable 



jRoie. 



C1ML 



Bom. 



u 



phoenicena, W, Jhoc^rf MibU- 



roea ainenala, Linn. Chineaa 



Jied-SorrO, 



u 



Babdarifl;Linn. 

tiIiaceiia,L. 
Hippocratea ovata^ lam. 
Hippomane mancinelia, Linn. Manehi' 

Holosteom diandnun, 8w. 

Hndaonia tomentoea, Natt 

Hunt crepitana, L. ScMdboX'T^ee, 

Hntchinaia pericladna, Ag. 

Hydrangia horterla, D. C. . 

Hymenaea coarbaril, Linn. ZocuH-Ti-ee. 

Hypnea mnacifomiiB, Lmrz. 

Hyptia iM^ylpea, Poit 

** capitata, Jacq. Wild Sops. 

** ^Hracteata, Poit WUd Spike- 
nard, 

** pectinata, S. Br. 

** yerticillata, Jacq. 

I J 

Jacqnemotia Tlolacea, Choia. 
Jacquinia arborea, YahL 
** armillaila, Jacq. 
Jamboaa yulgaria, D. C. Pome SoM" 

Tree. 
Isachne dnbia, Ktmfli. 
Jaaminom arboreacena, Boxb. 
" aioxioaiii, Linn. 
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J^sinlnam hinutum, Linn. ITalry 
Jiasmin. 

" officinale, Lina White Jaa- 
min. 

pabeacena, Wild. 
reyolutnin, Liim. NepauvH 
Jciamiiu 
Jatropha onreas, Linn. PhyHO'ITyt, 
** geesypilblioin, Linn. 
** manihot, Eonth. Cmoaoo. 
" mnltiflda, L. 
Icaca altlflflima, AabL 
Illeoebrom acbyranthe, W. 
Impatlens balaamima, Linn. 
Indigoflsra anil, Linn. 
Jnga dnerea, H. and B. 
•* hdteropbjUa, W. 
« laarina,W. 

" porpnrea, W. Soldier^wood. 
** nngnis oad, W. 
Jonidiom striotnm, Yent 
Ipomoea dnmetorain, Willd. 
ftstigiata, Sw. 
Incamata, Ohoia. 
pes capiSB, Bw. 
setifera, Fair. 
sagittata, Deaf. 
ainnata, Ort 
triloba, Linn, 
tnberosa, Linn. 
** mnbellata, Meyen. 
" yentricoaa, D. 0. 
Ireaina aggregata, D. C. 
*' craaaijblia, D. C. 
" elatior, Blcht 
** vwmlcularia, D. C. 
laolepia artlcnlata, N. ftb. Ea. 

« palidlflora, D. C. 
laotoma longiflora, D .C. 
JoaaifiBa aonminata, Sw. 
" erecta, Linn. 
<* ** plnmeriana. 

« dodecandra, D. C. 
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laotoma hirta, YahL 
Izora atricta, Boxb. 



Eilatroameria maxima, W. and An. 
Kleaeria aericea, Beino. 
Eyillngia pomlla, Mx. 



Lablab Ynlgarla, Bar. 

*« ♦» alblfloraa,D. C. 

Laotnca canadenaia, Linn. 

" aativa, Linn. 
LageratroBmia reginf^ Boxb. ^uma qf 

Flowers, 
Iiagetta Untearia, Joaa. 
Lagnncnlarla raeemoaa, Gnrt 
Lantana polyacantha, D. C. 
** orooea, Jaoq. 

** inrolncrata, Linn. BuUon Sage, 
Lanrencla papffloaa, Orenylll. ^ 

Lappago raeemoaa, Sohreb. 
Lanrna coiiacea, Bw. 
Lawaonia alba, Lam. 
Leonotia nepetsefoUa, B. Hf. 
Leonnma aiberieoa, Linn. MtfUhervHfri. 
Llpldlom ylrginiacom, L. IfUdPeppeT' 

grtua. 
Liria albicana, D. C. 

*♦ nntana,D. D. 
Lencaa marttnloenala, B. Br. 
Llagora pnlyernlenta, Ag. 

" viacida, Ag. 
Ltnodera compacta,)B. Br. 
Llparia lablata, Linn. 
Llthobrochia pedata, Preal. 
Loaaa triloba, Joaa. 
Lomentarla ovalia, Endl. 
Loncbitia anrita, Linn. 
Lonioera flava, Slma. 
Loranthna occidentalla, Linn. 

" paucifloroa, Sw; 
Loroitea hnmiltiaa, Less. 
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Lonrea vespertillonls, Desv. Mlkantft oonoclada, D. 0. 

Ljoopenlcam eflcnlentnm, Doxl Tbmato. MUinm lanatnm, B. and Bch. 

Mimosa oeratonia, Linn. 



M 




** padica glabrata, D. C. Sensttios 


Malachra oapitata, Linn. 


Bcutard- 


Plant 


Oohro, 




Mirabilia dlchotoma, Linn. Four o'clock. 


** radlata, Linn. 




** jalappa, Linn. 


Malpighia ooooilbra, Linn. 




MoIIogo bellifolia, Ser. 


** fticata, Kar. 




Momordica oharantia, Linn. 


** glabns Linn. 




" " abreviata, 8w. 


** ponidfolia, Linn. 


OTifrMM, 


Morinda dtrifolia, Linn. 


Cherem^ OherrU. 




Morlnga pterygoeperma, Oaertn. 


** 86to6a,Bert 




Moiiflonia americana, Linn. 



nrena, Linn. OowA4iffe Chmry, Monrlnia gi^anenaia, AulL 



Malra americana, Linn. 
^ capitata, Linn. 
** spicata, Linn. 

Ifammea americana, linn. Mcunmtif/, 

Mangifera indica, Ltnn. MfMQo, 

liCiq[>pA tanaria, Spr. 

Maranfha arandinaoea, Linn. 

Marginaria angnatflblia, Preal. 
M incana,Pre8L 
** ptloaelloldee, PreaL 
** aerpena, PreeL 

Melaatoma nodosa, Desv. 

Melia azedaracb, L. IXiaci. 
** sempenrirena, 8w. 

Melicooca b^nga, Linn. Kanaippy, 

MelocactoB oommnnia, Link and Otto. 

• M a 



Moms tinctoria, Linn. Fu^/Uywood, 
Mncona proriens, D. C. Oow-Itah. 
** nrena, D. C. Ooa-eye bsan. 
Mnehlenbergia tenniasima, Kontb. 
Montlngia calabura, Linn. 
Moaa paradiaiaca, Linn. Plantain. 

** rosea, Jacq. 
' ** aapientnm, Ltnn. Banana. 
Myglnda latifblia, 8w. 
** rlUMX»Du^ Sw. 
Myrioa acria, D. C. JBayberry Tres, 
Myrospermnm frateacena, Jacq. 
MTTtna commnnia, Linn. 
** salntaris, H. B. and K. 
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oblongna, L. & 0. Kama Jamaicensla, Linn, 
macroeepbalos, L. Naatnrtiam officinale, B. Br. 
and 0. Neootiana tabago, L. Tobacco. 

Melocbia pyramidata, Linn. Nerinm oleander, Linn. 

** tomoitosa, Linn. Broom^U)ood, Nenrolaena lobata, B. Br. 



Melothrla pendnla, Linn. 
MenaJa topiaria, Linn. 
Menl^ crisps, Linn. 

** piperita, Linn. Peppertnint. 

** viridia, Lfnn. SpeamUnt, 
Metastelma paryiflonun, B. Br. 
Miconla pyramidalla, D. G. 
Mtcroryncbos nadicanlis, Lesa. 



Nyctanthes aambac, L. 



Obione eristata, D. G. 

** portnlaooides, D. C. 
Ocymnm basilicnm, L. 

" " thyrsiflorum, D. O. 

Alea europaea, Linn. 
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Onctdlum altlasimam, 3w. 

** ceboletta, Sw. 

** papllio, Lindl BiMerfiy. 

" pulchellum. Hook. 
Opnntia cnrasaavica, MilL Suoksra, 

** flcus indlca, Haw. 

** monaoantha, D. C. 

** polyantha. Haw. 

** posiUa salm, Duck. 

" Bpinosiaslma, MilL 

'* valgaiia, Mill. Prickly Psar. 
Opltememiis oolonus, H. and E. Pturple 

Panto Grass. 
Origanum m%}orana, Linn. 
Ormosia dasycarpa. JackSb 
Ozalis oomlcnlata, Linn. 
" lyoni, Porsh. 
** plloslascala, H. B» and E. 



Padina payonia, Lamrx. 
Paederia ere^ta, Bozb. 
Pachystaohos ooocinea, D. C. 
Pallcourea payetta, D. C. Wild Oappsl, 
PancraUam caribaenm, Linn. 

** nndnlatom, Knnth. 
Pandanna odoratiflBlmns, L. fli. 
Panienxn ancepe, Midi. 

** aqnaticnm. Pair. 

** oarthagenenslS) Sw. 

** dlyaricatnm, Unn. 

« distaohyom, Linn. Short Grass. 

** Jnmentonim, Pera Guinea 
Grass, 

** molle, Sw. 

" macnlatom, Anbl. • 

" oryzoides, Sw, 

** plloBom, Sw. 

** repenB, Sw. 

** snlcatam, Anbl 
Farkinsonia aooleata, Linn. Sorse^eanf 

JerusiUem-ikom. 
Parmelia rooella, Ag. 



u 
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Partheninm hysterophoroa, Linn. Fwsr- 

few. 
Paspalum caespltosam, Fluegg. 
conjugata, Berg, 
glabram, Pair. 
gracUe, Bodge, 
laxam, T fW -'". 

notatnm, Flnegg. iSoMMmna- 
Grass. 
^ yirgatnm, Linn. 
Paasiflora angnatifolia, Sw. 

** foetida, Caw. Lots in the mist, 
"• hibiscifolla, Lam. 
** lanrifolia, Linn. Bel-apple. 
** maliformlfl, Linn. 
** minima, Jacq. 
** multiflora, Linn. 
** pallida, Linn. 
** pabesoens, H. B. and K. 
" qnadrangolaria, Linn. Grana- 
diUa. *• 

" rubra^ Linn.. 

snberoea, Linn. TMs, Wine, 
taberosa, Jaoq. 
Panlinla oarthagenensia, Jaoq. Baskei- 
wood. 
** pinnata, Linn. 
Payonia Bpinifez, W. 

» " ovaliiblia, D. C. 

Pectidinm pnnctatnm, Less. 
Pedds dliaris, Linn. 
Pedilantbos padifollua^ Poit 

** tithymaloides, Poit. 
Pelargonium fiaflbliimi, Pera. 
'' peltatnm,Ait 
" zanale, Wllld. 
Felexia adnata, Spr. 
Pereskia aculeata. Mill. Gooseberry 

Shrtt^, 
Persea gratissima, Qnertn. Avigata- 
Pear. AlUgator Pear, 
** leuoozylon, Spr. 
Petiyerla alliacea, Ltnn. GtUly-root. 
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Petraea volnbllls, Linn. 
Petroselinnm sativum, Haffen. Parsley, 
Phaaeolos lathyroides, Linn. 
"" conatna, Limu 
" maltiflorns, "W. French tea/r^ 
Pharbitis violacens, Bqj. 
Pharna glaber, H. and EL 

«* latifoUns, Linn. 
Phlozorata, Linn. 

Phoenix dactylifera, Linn. Date Tree. 
PhyHanibiis fklcatns, 6w. Son-wood, 

" ntnirif Linn. 
Physalia angolata, Linn. PoppB, 

** barbadensis. 
Ficramnla pentandra, Bw. 
Fiotetia sqoamata, D. C. 
Pilocarpofl panciAonus, St Hil. 

" racemosa, YahL 
Piper acmninatam, Linn. Book Saleam. 
** aeqnale, YahL 
** amalago, Linn. 
" amplexicanle, Bw. 
** asperlfolinm, R. and P. 
" discolor, Bw. 
** glabelbom, Bw. 
" obtnsifoli'am, Linn. 
" pellacidom, Linn. 
" peltatom, Linn. MbnJbeff^e Band. 
" scandens, Yahl. 
Pisom satiyam, Linn. 
Pisddia carthagenensis, Jacq. 

" erythrina, Linn. 
Pisonia acnleata, Linn. 
" discolor, Sp. 
" nigricans, Bw. 
** Bubcordata, Bw. 
Pitcamia angnstifoliv, Alt 
« bromelifolia, Ait 
** latifolia, Ait 
Pldopdtia anrea, PresL 
Plocaria dura, Nees. 

" mnltipartitaB, Keoa. 
" porparascenfl, Nees. 
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Plombago capensis, Thnnb. JBM9ter4ec^. 
rosea, Linn, 
scandens, Linn. 
Plameria alba, Linn. White Pattdpan. 

" rubra, Linn. Bed ** 

Poa ciliaris, Linn. 
Poinciana pulcherrlma, Llnn< Barbor 

does Pride, DtuUedue. 
Polyanthes tuberosa, Linn. Tht^rose. 
Poljpodium alatum, Linn. 

** auriculatum, PresL 
** flaTeo-punetatum, Kanlp. 
Polystachya luteolA, Haak. 
Polysticum, auriculatum, PreeL 
Portlandia grandiflora, Linn. 
Portnlaca oleracea, Linn. Oisrden pwr9- 
lane. 

pilosa, Linn. 

M sul^labra, Linn, 
rubicaulis, H. B. ds K. 
Pothos acaulis, Linn. 
** cordatus, Linn* 
w crasslnervlufl^ Jaoq. 
*• macnlphyllns, Bw. 
Priva echinata, Just 

" mezicana, Pen. 
Psldium aromaticum, AabL 
« pomiferum, Liim, 
** pumilum, YahL 
Psychotria laza, Bw. 

" brownil, Bpr. 
Pteris plumerii, W. 
Pterocaulon viigatum, B. CS. 
Pteropeis angnstifolia, "Dev. 
Panicum granatum, linn. ' Pomegrai^ 
oitetree. * 

** nana, Linn. Dwxrf Pomegra- 
nate-tree. 
Pyrethrum sinense, D. C. 



Qnamoclit hederifolia, Ohoi& 
** ooccinea, Moencih. 
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Qnamoclit YnlgBrifl, Chois. Sweet- WU- Bninex veBicarius, Linn. 
Uam. Bnppia maritima, linn. 

Qoaasia amora, linn fiL Beal JBUteoiDoocLRuaaeliA Joncea, ZdO. Madeira JPtant 



B^jania cordata, linn. 

Bandia latlfolia) Lam. Dogwood, 

u nniBsaendae, D. C. 
Bapbanna satiyna, Linn. BadMh, 
" fifpiTnaifla. nitida, linn. 
Bedontea heteropbylla, Tent 
Beseda odorata, Linn. MigwmiitU. 
BhaphlB iUbeUifonnia, Ait QrOfwnd So- 

tan. 
Bhipaalifl caasytha, Oaertn. 
** parasitica, D. C. 
Bhlzophora mangle, Linn. Mangrove- 
tree. 
Bhynchosia caribcBBt B. C. 
** minima, D. C. 
** reticnl&ta, D. C. 
Bhytogloesa pectoralis, N. ab. B. Oar- 
den Baleam. 

reptanBi D. C. 
aeonnda, D. C. 
seaailis, D. C. 
Bicinna oommiuis, Linn. Oattor OU 

Tree. 
Bivea tlUcefolia, Chida. 
Biyina hunilia, Lton. Oate-blood, 
** laeTiSiLinD. 
** octandra, linn. 
** pmpnrescens, Schrod. 
Bondeletia piloaa, Sw. 
Bosa damasoena, LiniL 
** aemperflorens, Curt 
** semperrirena, Linn. 
" thea yar. 
Baellia elandMtlna» Linn. Okrittmaa 
pride. 
" serpens, Linii. 
** toberoaa, Lisn Mamy-Toote, 



u 



u 
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Sabinea florlda, D. C. 

Saccbaram offldnanim, Linn. Sugar- 

eane 
Salvia oalamintbaefolia, YabL 

M oocdnea, Linn. 

** fUgens, Cay. 

** ooddentalis, Linn. Bap^weed. 

** serotina, Linn. 

** teneUa, Sw. 
Bambucns canadensis, Linn. 
Samyda sermlata, Linn. 
Sapindns frntesoens, AnbL 

** saponaria, Linn. Soap-tree. 
** stennoptenis, D. C. 
S^wnaria offidnaUa, Linn. 
Bapota achraa, Mill Sapad4Ua4ree 
Barooetenoma Svartalannm, D. C. 
BazgasBom baodferom, Ag. 

** pilnlifemm, Knnth. 
** ynlgare, Ag. 
Bcaeyola plomerii, YabL 
Scbaeppeiia fratescens, Jacc^ 
Soboepfla arboresoens, B. dk 8. 
S<diwenkiaBpecL 
Bderia commnnis, Knnth. 

"* btrtel]a,8w. 

** flliformis, Bw. 

** flagellnm, Sw. 

** lotirolla, Sw. 
Soolosanthns yersioolor, Yabl. 
Scoparia dnicis, Linn. 
Secbinm ednle^ Sw. Ohoeo, 
Becnridaea yirgata, Sw. 
Seojaiia Indda, Sebum. 
Besamnm indicnm, D. C. 
Besnyinm portalaeastnun, Linn. 
Setarla graciliSi H. & K. 
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Sectaiia inberbls, Boezn. 
Bida abntUoldeB, Jac^. 
** althaeifollA, Sw. 
" amerioana, Linn. 
** sngnstifolia, Lam. 
" arborea, Linn. fli. 
** argnta, Sv. 
** aslatica, Linn. 
" bivalYis, Cav. 
** carpinifblla, Linn. fil. 
** dliaria, Linn. 
** craasifoUa, L'Herit 
« fcBttda^Cay. 
** glntinoBa, Cay. 
" grayeolens, Bozb. 
" bederaefolia, Cay. 
** bemandloidea, H. B. and E. 
" janudcenBifl, Cay. 
** panicnlata, Linn. 
« permollia, W, 
** pnbesoens, Cay. 
** pyramidata, Cay. 
** repanda, Bath. 
*' retrofracta, D. C. 
** rhombifblia, Linn. 
" sesBei, Lag. 
** spinoaa, Linn, 
u mnbellata, Linn. 
** yiBOOsa, Linn. 
Sinapia alba, Linn. 
^ lanceolata, Cay. 
** nigra, Linn. Jfuttard, 
BisTiinehinm palmifollnm, Linn. 

** plioatom, Sp. 
Solannm ambignmn, Dnnn. 
" balbiaii, Dnnn. 
** conocarpon, Bicht 
" diphyllnm, Linn, 
escolentam, Bonn, 
incannm, Linn, 
maccai, Bicht 
mammoaam, Linn. 
** micracanthnm, Lam. 
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Solannm nigmm. Linn. Pcp^bush, 
JSranched CdlaJyiie. 

oyigerom, Dnnn. Egg PlcmL 
polycanthnm. Lam. 
polyganom, Yahl. 
richardii, Dunn. 

raoemoanm, Linn. Canker' 
Berry. 
** scandens, Linn, 
torynm, Linn. 

yerbasdfolinm, ^Linn. Turkey 
Berry, 
Bonchna ciliatna, Lan. Common Soto 

ThUOe. 
Bparganopbonu yaillantii, Oaertn. 
Bpermaooce articnlaris, Lin. fiL 
** prostrata, Anbl. 
** radicans, AnbL 
** tennior, Linn. Iron Grcua. 
BpbaeroooooDB acicolaria, Ag. 

** comena sterinalia^ Ag. 

criapnBj'y. Ag. 
rigidos, Ag. 
** Bplneaoena, Ag. 

Bpigella anthelmia, Linn. Water-weedt 

Wormrgmt, 
Spondiaa dnloia, Font Qoiden Apple, 
Intea, Linn. Hogphtm. 
pnrporea, Linn. l^panUh pHwn, 
Sporoboloa pongena, Ennth. 
" tremnloB, Ennth. 
** yiiginicna, EnntlL 
Spyridia olaynlata, T. Ag. 
Stachytorpheta capennenals, TahL 
Btapelia mannorata, Jacq. 
Stemodia maritima, Linn. 
Stenotaphrnm americanom, Scbrank. 
Bttllingiasebifera, Mr. 
Btipa tortilia, Desp. 
Btylosantheaprocnmbena, Sw. 

" yiscoaa, Sw. 
BnrlTana maritima, Linn. 
Synedrella nodiflora, Gaertn. 
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Symplocos martlQloeDBii, Jaoq. Tonrnofortia soabra, Lam. 

"* Tolnbilia, Liim. 

T ToxocarpoB wlghtianaa, D. C. 

Tabemaemontana macropbylla, PhIt. Trachodes intybacea, Schw. 

Tagetes erecta, Linn. Afrieam, Marigold. Tradescantia discolor, Ait 

** patala, Linn. Tragia ang^tifoliu, Linn. 

Talinnm crassifolimn, W. ** infesta, Mart 

" patens, W. ** mercnrialis, Linn. 

TamarinduB indicos, Linn. Tamarind, ** nrens, Linn. 

** occidentalis, Gasrtn. " Tolubills, Linn. Creeping caw- 

Teooma lencophyUom, Linn. WMte hage. 

Cedar, Tribolod datoideB, linn, 

** pentapbyla, Jnaa. WMU ** mazinras, Linn. 

(kdar. Trichilla emaiginata, n. q>. 

Teooma radioana, Linn. ** moschata, Sw. 

** stans, Josf. YeOow Cedar, ** spondloides, Sw. 

Tepbraaia littoralls, Fers. Tricbosanthea angoina, Jaoq. Snake' 

Terminalia c itapp^i, Linn. Almond tree^ Ocvrd. 

** latifolia, Linn. Trinax parviflora, Sw. Fan Palm, 

Tetrapteris oitrjfolia, Pera. Triopteria Jamaicensis, Linn. 

Tetrazygia angnstJfolia, D. C. Triphaaia monopbylla, D. C. 

** elaegnoidea, D. C. ** trifoliata, D. C. SiMet lArne, 

Teyetia neriifolia, D. C. Trlnmfbtta lappnla, Linn. 

Tbespeda popolnea, Corr. tHaheiie tree. ** procnmbena, Forst 

Tbnnbergia alata, Hook. ** semitrUoba, Linn. Bttr Bark. 

** capensis, Eetz. Tropaeolum mi^as, Linn. 

Thymns vnlgaris, Linn. Turbinaria denndata, Borg. 

Thypba angostlfolia, Linn. Tomera nimifolia, Linn. 

Thynacantbns nitidns, D. C. u u angostiioUa, D. C. 
Tillandaia angoatifolia, Sw. 

** eanesoena, Sw. \j 

** fasdcnlttta, Sw. UlTa compressa, Linn. 

^ fleznosa, Sw. ** lactnca, Ag. 

Totumefortia bicolor, Sw. ** latissima. Ag. 

" oanaecena, H. B. and K. " reticniata, Forric 

** eymoaa, LlnhT Urena reticulata, Cav. 

** foBtidisslma, D. C. ** sinnata, Linn. 

** gnapbaloidea, Br. Crab- ** swartii, D. C. 

bueh. Urocbloa fiuMsicnlata, Kunth. 

u birsHtiSBima, Linn. CMgery Urtica betnlif olia, Sw. 

Chrapee. "■ ciliata, Sw. 

laevigata, Lam. " latifolia, Bleb. ITetOe. 

micropbylla, DesY. ** macropbylla, Thnnb. 
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Urtlca numnlarifolia, Bw. 
** portnlacina, Linn. 
Berpyllaoea, Knnth. 
trianthemoides, 6w. 



u 



Yalonis Intricata, Ag. 
YarroniA, abyasinica^ J). C. 

" calyptrata, D. C. 
Verbena Jamaioenais, linn. 
Yernonia arboreBcens, Sw. 

" fruticosa, Sw. . 

** linearis, 8pr. 

** obtosifolia, Leas. 

•• rlglda, Sw. 
Yinca rosea, Linn. Church JUnoer, 
Yitexagnns, Linn. 

" negondo, Linn. WUd Slack Pep- 
par. 
Yitlfl yinifera, Linn. Wine Grape, 
Yelkameria aculeata, Linn. 

W 

Walfheria americana, Linn. 



Waltheria elliptica, Cav. 
Wedelia camoea, Bich. 

X 

Xanthinm spinosam, Linn. 

"^ macrocarpoa, D. C. 

« « glabratmn, D. C. 



Yucca gloriosa, Linn. 
** ftcnminata, Sweet 



iZantozylnm daya hercolia, Linn. TeiUout 
Wood. 

" pterota, H. B. A; K. Sattard 
Iron toood. 

** spinosnm, Bw. 
" tragodes, D. C. 
Zea mayz, Linn. Indian Com. 
Zingiber officinale, Boae. Oinger. 
Zinnia mnltiflora, Linn. 
Zomia reticulata, Smith. 
Zostera oceamea, Linn. 
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A. 



Names of Colonists on St. Thomas, 1678, and those who were en- 
titled to estates : 



1. Jan Cramues. 

2. Lader Sveins. 

3. Jesper Jansen. 

4. Arian de Wos. 

5. Hans Poulsen. 

6. Mads Hansen. 

7. Jan Ducken. 

8. Caril Baggart. 

9. Gillis Pad. 

10. Andrias Saman. 

11. Thomas Sveins, Jr. 

12. Knud Rasmussen 

13. Simon von Ockeron. 

1 4. Lambert Bastiansen. 

15. Piero TurbuUies. 

16. Rasmus J. Bladt. 

17. Han Jorgien Bodker. 

18. Joes van Campenhout. 

19. Parsons Estate. 

20. Jesper Bashervil. 

21. Philip Grantels. 

22. HansMols. 



23. Lars Andersen. 

24. NelleDevael. 

25. Fransoa Lacroijes. 

26. J. Wamus. 

27. Anthoni Perepau. 

28. Maria Gauss. 

29. Barent Rondts. 

30. Petej: Pietersen. , 

31. Andrias Zygerts. 

32. Jan. Gauf. 
33 Crambayes. 

34. Marcus Cloet. 

35. Jelles Davidts. 

36. Am. Nikkels. 

37. Cornelius Jansen. 

38. Jan Dunker. 

39. Anthoni de Woo. 

40. Nicolay and Adolph Esmit. 

41. Domine Oliandus. 

42. Wilhelm. Just. 

43. Lorviss Barvil. 

44. Jacob Thoma. 
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45. Loduce Bondeuid. 49. Pier de Puy. 

46. Christopher Heins. 50. Pietter de Buijk. 

47. Lucas Wolkersen. 51. (Jomelis Jacobsen. 

48. Robben. Brag. 52. Mary Gauf. 

The eight other names could not be made out, the original copies of 
the deeds being in a mutilated condition. 



B 

LABOR ACT. 

Promnonal Act to Jtegulate the JRelations between the Proprietort of Lcmdei 
Estates and Rural Population of Free Laborers. 

X, Peter Hansen, Knight Commander of the Order of Dannebrog, the 
King's Commissioner for, and officiating Governor- General of the Danish 
West India Islands, Make known : That, whereas the ordinance dated 
29th July, 1848, by which yearly contracts for labor on landed estates 
were introduced, has not been duly acted upon : whereas the interest of 
the proprietors of estates, as well as of the laborers, requires that their 
mutual obligations should be defined : and whereas on inquiry into the 
practice of the Island, and into the printed contracts and agreements 
hitherto made, it appears expedient to establish uniform rules through- 
out the Island, for the guidance of all parties concerned, it is enacted 
and ordained: 

1st. All engagements of laborers now domiciled on landed estates 
and receiving wages in money, or in kind, for cultivating and working 
such estates, are to be continued as directed by the ordinance of 29th 
July, 1848, until the first day of October of the present year: and all 
similar engagements shall, in future, be made, or shall be considered as 
having been made, for a term of twelve months, viz : from the first of 
October till the first of October, year after year. . Engagements made by 
heads of families are to include their children between five and fifteen 
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years of age, and other relativea depending on them and staying with 
them. 

2d. No laborer engaged as aforesaid, in the cultivation of the soil, 
shall be discharged or dismissed from, or shall be permitted to dissolve, 
his or her engagement before the expiration of the same on the first of 
October of the present, or of any following year, except in the in- 
stances hereafter enumerated. 

A. By mutual agreement of master and laborer, before a magistrate. 

B. By order of a magistrate on just and equitable cause being shown 
by the parties interested. 

Legal marriage, and the natural tie between mothers and their chil- 
dren, shall be deemed by the magistrate just and legal cause of removal 
from one estate to another. The husband shall have a right to be re- 
moved to his wife, the wife to her husband, and children under fifteen 
years of age to their mother, provided no objection to employing such 
individuals shall be made by the owner of the estate to which the re- 
moval is to take place. 

3d. No engagement of a laborer shall be lawful in future, unless made 
in the presence of witnesses, and entered in the day-book of the estate. 

4th. Notice to quit service shall be given by the employer, as well as 
by the laborer, at no other period bat once a year, in the month of 
August, not before the first, nor after the last day of the said month ; an 
entry thereof shall be made in the day-book, and an acknowledgment 
in writing shall be given to the laborer. 

The laborer shall have given, or received, legal notice of removal 
from the estate where he serves, before any one can engage his services ; 
otherwise the new contract to be void, and the party engaging in tam- 
pering with a laborer employed by others, will be dealt with according 
to law. 

In case any owner or manager of an estate should dismiss a laborer 
during the year without sufficient cause, or should refuse to receive him 
at the time stipulated, or refuse to grant him a passport when due 
notice of removal has been given, the owner or manager is to pay full 
damages to the laborer, and to be sentenced to a fine not exceeding $20 

5th. Laborers employed or rated as first, second, or third class la- 
borers, shall perform all the work in the field, or about the works, or 
otherwise conoeming the estate, which it hitherto has been customary 
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for such laborers to perform, according to the season. They shall at- 
tend faithfully to their work, and willingly obey the directions given by 
the employer, or the person appointed by him. No laborer shall pre- 
sume to dictate what work he or she is to do, or refuse the work he 
may be ordered to perform, unless expressly engaged for some particular 
work only. If a laborer thinks himself aggrieved, he shall not therefore 
leave the work, but in due time apply for redress to the owner of the 
estate, or to the magistrate. It is the duty of all laborers on all occa- 
sions, and at all times, to protect the property of his employer, to pre- 
vent mischief to the estate, to apprehend evil-doers, and not to give 
countenance fo, or conceal, unlawful practices. 

6th* The working days to be as usual only five days in the week, and 
the same days as hitherto. The ordinary work of estates is to com- 
mence at sunrise, and to be finished at sunset, every day, leaving one 
hour for breakfast, and two hours at noon firom twelve to two o'clock. 

Planters who prefer to begin the work at seven o'clock in the morn- 
ing, making no separate breakfast time, are at liberty to adopt this plan, 
either during the year, or when out of crop. 

The laborers shaU be present in due time at the place where they are 
to work. The Ust to be called and answered regularly. Whoever does 
not answer the list when called, is too late. 

7th. No throwing of grass, or of wood, shall be exacted during extra 
hours, all former agreements to the contrary notwithstanding; but dur- 
ing crop the laborers are expected to bring home a bundle of long tops 
from the field where they are at work. 

Cartmen and crook-people, when breaking off, shall attend properly 
to their stock as hitherto usuaL 

8th. During crop, the mill gang, crook gang, boilermen, firemen, still 
men, and any other person employed about the mill and the boiling 
house, shall continue their work during breakfast and noon hours, as 
hitherto usual ; and the boilermen, firemen, megass carriers, &c., also, 
during evening hours after sunset, when required, but all workmen em- 
ployed as aforesaid, shall be paid an extra remuneration for the work 
done by them in extra hours. 

The boiling house is to be cleared, the mill to be washed down, and 
the megass to be swept up, before the laborers leave the work as 
hitherto usual. 
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The mill is not to turn after six o'clock in the evening, and the boil- 
ng not to be continued after ten o'clock, except by special permission 
of the Governor-General, who then will determine, if any, what extra 
remuneration shall be paid to the laborers. 

9th. The laborers are to receive, until otherwise ordered, the follow- 
ing remuneration : 

A. The use of a house, or dwelling-rooms for themselves and their 
children, to be built and repaired by the estate, but to be kept in proper 
order by the laborers. 

B. The use of a piece of provision ground, thirty feet square, as usual, 
for every first and second class laborer, or if it be standing ground, up to 
fifty feet in square. Third class laborers are not entitled to, but may be 
allowed, some provision ground. 

C. Weekly wages at the rate of fifteen cents to every first class la- 
borer, of ten cents to every second class laborer, and of five cents to 
every third class laborer, for every working day. When the usual al- 
lowance of meal and herrings has been agreed on in part of wages, full 
weekly allowance shall be taken for five cents a day, or twenty-five 
cents a week. 

Nurses losing two hours every working day, shall be paid at the rate 
of four full working days in the week. The wages of minors to be 
paid as usual to their parents, or to the person in charge of them. 

Laborers not calling at pay time personally, or by another authorized, 
to wait till next pay day, unless they were prevented by working for the 
estate. 

No attachment of wages for private debts to be allowed, nor more 
than two thirds to be deducted for debts to the estate, unless otherwise 
ordered by the magistrate. 

Extra provisions occasionally given during the ordinary working 
hours are not to be claimed as a right, nor to be bargained for. 

10th. Work in extra hours during crop, is to be paid as follows : 

To the mill gang, and to the crook gang, for working through the 
break&st hour, one stiver, and for working through noon, two stivers 
per day. 

Extra provision is not to be given, except at the option of the la- 
borers in ]dace of the money, or in part of it. 

The boilermen, firemen, and megass carriers, are to receive for all 
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days when the hoiling is carried on until late hours, a maximum pay of 
twenty (20) cents per day. No hargaining for extra pay hy the hour, 
is permitted. 

Laborers working such extra hours only by turns, are not to have ad- 
ditional payment. 

11th. Tradesmen on estates are considered as engaged to perform the 
same work as hitherto usual, assisting in the field, carting, potting 
sugar, &c. They shall he rated as first, second, and third class laborers, 
according to their proficiency; where no definite ^rms have been 
agreed on previously, the wages of first class tradesmen, having full 
work in their trade, are to be twenty (20) cents per day. Any exist- 
ing contract with tradesmen is to continue until October next. 

No tradesman is allowed to keep apprentices without the consent of 
the owner of the estate, such apprentices to be bound for no less a period 
than three years, and not to be removed without the permission of the 
magistrate. 

12th. No laborer is obliged to work for others on Saturday; but if 
they choose to work for hire, it is proper that they should give their 
own estate the preference. For a full day's work on Saturday, there 
shall not be asked for nor given more than twenty (20) cents to a first 
class laborer, thirteen (13) cents to a second class laborer, seven (7) 
cents to a third class laborer. 

Work on Saturday may, however, be ordered by the magistrate as a 
punishment to the laborer, for having absented himself fix>m work dur- 
ing the week for one whole day or more, and for having been idle dur- 
ing the week, and then the laborer shall not receive more than his usual 
pay lor a common day's work. 

13th. All the male laborers, tradesmen included, above eighteen years 
of age, working on an estate, are bound to take the usual night watch 
by turns, but only once in ten days, notice to be given before noon to 
break ofiT from work in the afternoon with the nurses, and to come to 
work next day at eight o'clock. The watch to be delivered in the usual 
manner by night&ll and by sunrise. 

The above rule shall not be compulsory, except where voluntary 
watchmen cannot be obtained at a hire the planters may be willing to 
give, to save the time lost by employing their ordinary laborers as 
watchmen. 
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Likewise the male laborers are bound once a month, on Sundays and 
holydays, to take the day watch about the yard, and to act as pasture- 
men, on receiving their usual pay for a week day's work ; this rule ap- 
plies also to the crook-boys. 

All orders about the watches to be duly entered in the day book of 
the estate. 

Should a laborer, having been duly warned to take the watch, not 
attend, another laborer is to be hired in the place of the absentee, and at 
his expense, not, however, to exceed fifteen cents. The person who 
wilfully leaves the watch, or neglects it, is to be reported to the magis- 
trate and punished as the case merits. 

14th. Laborers wilfully abstaining from work on a working day, are 
to forfeit their wages for the day, and will have to pay over and above 
the forfeit, a fine which can be lawfully deducted in their wages, of 
seven (7) cents for a first class laborer, five (5) cents for a second class 
li^borer, and two (2) cent$ for a third class laborer. In crop or grinding 
days, when employed about the works, in cutting canes, or in crook, an 
additional punishment will be awarded for wilful absence and neglect by 
the magistrate, on complaint being made. Laborers abstaining from 
work for half a day, or breaking off from work before being dismissed, 
to forfeit Iheir wages for one day. 

Laborers not coming to work in due time to forfeit half a day's 
wages. 

Parents keeping their children from work, shall be fined instead of 
the children. 

No charge of house rent is to be made in future, on account of ab- 
sence from work, or for the Saturday. 

15th. Laborers wilfully abstaining from work for two or more days 
during the week, or habit nally absenting themselves, or working badly 
and lazily shall be puuisned as the case merits, on complaint to the 
' magistrate. 

16th. Laborers assaulting any person in authority on the estate, or 
planning and conspiring to retard, or to stop the work of the estate, or 
aniting to abstain from work, or to break their engagements, shall be 
punished according to law, on investigation before a magistrate. 

17th. Until measures can be adopted for securing medical attendance 

11 
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to the Taborers, and for regulating the treatment of the sick and the 
infirm, it is ordered : 

That infirm persons unfit for any work, shall, as hitherto, be main- 
tained on the estates where they are domiciled, and to be attended to by' 
their next relations. 

That parents or children of such infirm persons shall not remove from 
the estate, leaving them behind, without making provision for them to 
the satisfactioli of the owner, or of the magistrate. 

That laborers unable to attend to work on account of illness, or on 
account of having sick children, shall make a report to the manager, or 
any other person in authority on the estate, who, if the case appears 
dangerous, and the sick person destitute, shall cause medical assistance 
to be given. 

That all sick laborers willing to remain in the hospital during their 
illness, shall there be attended to, at the cost of the estate. 

tSth. If a laborer reported sick, shall be at any time found absent 
from the estate without leave, or is trespassing about the estate, or 
found occupied with work requiring health, he shall be considered 
skulking and wilfully absent from work. 

When a laborer pretends illness, and is not apparently sick, it shall be 
his duty, to prove his illness by medical certificate. 

19lh. Pregnant women shall be at liberty to work with the small 
gang as customary, and when confined, not to be called on to work for 
seven weeks after their confinement. 

Young children sball be fed and attended to during the hours of work 
at son>e proper place, at the cost of the estate. 

Nobody is alloWed to stay from work on pretence of attending a sick 
person, except the wife and the mother in dangerous cases of illness. 

20th. It is the duty of the managers to report to the police any con- 
tagious or suspicious eases of illness and death ; especially when gross 
neglect is believed to have taken place^ as when children have been neg- 
lected by their mothers, in order that the guilty person may be punished 
according to law. 

21st. The driver or foreman on the estate, is to receive in wages four 
and a half dollars monthly, if no other terms have been agreed upon. 
The driver may be dismissed at any time during the year with the con- 
sent of the magistrate. It is the duty of the driver to 86e the work duly 
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performed, to maintain order and peace on the estate during the work, 
and at other times, and to prevent and report all ofiences committed. 
Should any laborer insult, or use insulting language towards him dur- 
ing, or on account of the performance of his duties, such person is to be 
punished according to law. 

22d. No laborer is allowed, without the especial permission of the 
owner or manager, to appropriate wood, gras??, vegetables, fruits, and 
the like, belonging to th^ estate, nor to appropriate such produce from 
other estates, nor to cut canes, or to burn charcoal. Persons making 
themselves guilty of such offences, shall be punished according to law, 
with fines or imprisonment with hard labor ; and the possession of such 
articles not satisfactorily accounted for, shall be sufficient evidence of 
unlawful acquisition. 

23d. All agreements contrary to the above rules, are to be null and 
void, and owners and managers of estates convicted of any practice tend- 
ing wilfully to counteract or avoid these rules by direct or indirect 
means, shall be subject to a fine not exceeding $200. 

(Signed,) P. HANSEN. 

Government House, St. Croix^ 26th January, 1849. 



c. 

PETITION FOR COMPENSATION. 

# 

Wb, the undersigned, inhabitants of the West India Islands St. 
Thomas and St. John, beg leave most respectfully to present to the 
Rigsdag of Denmark, this Petition, praying that just and equitable com* 
pensation may be granted us for the loss we have sustained in our pro- 
perty, in consequence of the ordinance of the Governor General, bearing 
date 3d July, 1848, by which he took upon himself to aboli.sh Negro 
Slavery in the Danish Colonies, and which^Jict received the Royal sane- 
tion on the 22d September of the same year. 

It, notwithstanding the heavy loss thus sustained, we have hitherto 
been lilcnt, it should be attributed to the hope we had entertained, that 
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government, without being called upon to do so, would have taken steps 
to obtain compensation for us; and to the sentiments of sympathy with 
which we beheld the struggle of the mother country in the trying situa- 
tion in which the revolt of the Duchies, and war with many powerftil 
enemies had placed her, a struggle which required all her resources, both 
intellectual and material, of which she could dispose; and thus it 
would have been inopportune had we at that time obtruded ourselves 
on the notice of government. But now, that the clouds which obscured 
the political' horizon have betn dissipated, now, that a glorious war is 
concluded, and peace sheds its blessings over Denmark, we can no 
longer defer our just demand for compensation, lest our silence should be 
construed into acquiescence with the act, by which we have been de- 
spoiled of our property, or interpreted as an abandonment of our claims. 
We had as good a title of property to our negroes, as to our land, houses, 
or any other property we possess ; this right was established not only 
by law, but the government had moreover ever encouraged the subjects 
to acquire such property as being advantageous to the state. For this 
purpose government granted loans to the colonists upon reduced interest 
from the so denominated " negro loan.'' Government bought and sold 
such propjerty, took it in mortgage, levied duties upon their importation, 
and imposed a yearly capitation tax, consequently not a shadow of 
doubt could exist of the legality of such property ; and if it was a fault 
to become possessors of such property, it must be laid to the charge of 
the government which had fostered and encouraged it. The highest 
tiibunal of the land, the King's High Court, acknowledged this right in 
its fullest sense, so that a negro slave, even on the free soil of Denmark, 
continued to be the property of his nnster so thoroughly, that the latter 
in direct opposition to the slave's will, could oblige him to return to the 
West Indies. That the negro's ability to work, and persoEAl qualities, 
enhanced his value, is a &ct too palpable to stand in need of proiif ; the 
numberless legal appraisements upon oath, the sales which took place 
daily between man and man, as well as the normal value, which accord* 
ing to the Ordinance of the first of May, 1840, was determined every 
year by the government, after a previous hearing of the Burgher Coua- 
cil, and the respective authorities, render this matter incontestible. 

This ordinance admits the owner's right to full compensation, for only 
on condition of paying the full value of the services which th« master 
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could have from his slave, had the slave the right to demand his free- 
dom : but without such remuneration, his master could not be deprived 
of him. 

The forementioned ordinance, the common law, and in particular the 
eiglrty-seventh section of the constitution, lay down as an invariable 
rule, that no subject can be compelled to cede his property, unless the 
general good of the commonwealth requires it, and then only on receiv- 
ing full compensation. 

Those civilized nations in whose colonies slavery has been abolished, 
have neither raised any question nor doubt as to the legality of the 
principle of compensation. Thus England, France and Sweden have 
granted compensation. The first £25 ,12 2 sterling at an average per 
head ; the second 490 francs per head, which is, however, considered but 
part of the whole sum ; and the third in the following manner : first 
class, under fifteen years, $80 per head , secorid class, from fifteen to 
sixty years, $240 per head ; third class, over sixty years, $40 per head. 

With regard to emancipation without compensation, the following 
laaguage was held to the King of Sweden : '' Your most gracious Ma- 
^sty, in your high wisdom, will never allow such a violation of justice 
as emancipation Wij^hout compensation would b^ ; such a thing has 
never anywhere occurred.^' 

The Dutch government has declared that it will not abolish slavery 
without indemnifying the owners, and for this reason it has not given 
any formal fianction to the liberty which the Dutch governor of St. 
Martin's (with the consent of the planters) found himself compelled to 
concede to the negroes, when emancipation was proclaimed in the ' 
French part of the same island, ;fout left matters in statu quo. Once, 
however, there existed an instanee o£ emancipation without compensc^ 
tion. The National Convention of France, in the year 1783, did, disre- 
garding the sacred rights of property, proclaim the abolition of slavery ; 
but ten years afterwards, on. the 28th of May, 1802, that act was de- 
clared by the corps legislatif, to be an act of spoliation, and as such ille- 
gal ; consequently slavery was re-established by decree of the First 
Consul, and continued fer half a century, and would in all probability be 
still in full vigor, at least for'some time, had it not been for the revolu- 
tion of February. Per os, w« have the most implicit reliance on the 
honor of the Danish Government, and the Dani^ih people, and we feel 
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perwijled that tbey will not follow the example of the National Con- 
vention. In Denmark, love of JDstiee and respect fur the sacredness c>f 
llie rights of properly are too deeply implanted in the soil to be easily 
rooted, oul. The proverbial honesty of Denmark is as fjrm as the 
courage, loyalty, and gallantry of which her sons have so lately given 



as the stock of labor is llie Enme, and to be had for an equitaljle hire. 
If it even in reality were the case, that the expenses were not greater, 
and the work not less than before the emancipation, while, alas! (he 
contrary is the case, it woidi), nevertheless, be a species of argument in 
itself contrary to common sense, in a degree, that it would scarcely re- 
quire any refutation at the bar of the enKghtened Rigsdag, as it might 
with just as much reason be said, that all Ihe rest of the properly of 
people could be taken away whenever the government managed matters 
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in such a wpy, that the properties could be rented at so moderate a rate^ 
that the expenses did not exceed, what those of the keeping of the pro* 
perly yearly had amounted to. It will be clearly evident that the 
owner notwithstanding, loses his essential rights, for the property would 
no longer be at his disposal, or under his control, he would be dependent 
upon others not only as to renting of that kind of property of which he 
had formerly been possessed, but he would not be able to sell, mortgage^ 
or dispose of it in uuy manner whatever, either in favor of ^mself, .hia 
children, or other heirs ; in short, property would to him, entirely lose 
its money value, and the capital vested in it would be sunk as is now 
the case with us. Many a slave owner derived his living from the 
yearly income which the hire of his slaves produced, but now the state 
has bereft him of his property, and hurled him, widows and oij^^umm 
into the most abject poverty and misery, while that acV^O^ct without 
compensation, has more or less generally affected those who possessed 
that class of property, and in numberless instanits produced pecuniary 
embarrassment; while the §lave owners who are proprietors of plan ta-- 
tions have not alone lost the capital invested in their slaves, by the sub- 
version of the ancient normal order in the colonies, but in addition 
thereto, they are exposed to the imminent risk of seeing their estates, build- 
ings, and fabrics eventually reduced to no value whatever. Most assuredly 
the circumstances which preceded tHe emancipation, cannot be brought 
forward Hi suppoi't of the necessity ,tlKreof. Such a delusion cannot hold 
good. It is notorious that the so called insurrection which was begun 
in the jurisdiction of Fredericksted, at St. Croix on the 3d of July, 1848, 
would have been put down, if the forces, although reduced as they had 
been, had been called out and made use of by the government of that 
island. This is borne out by the sentence of 5th of February, in 
this year, rendered against the governor-general by the commission, 
which sentence expressly states that the declaration of emancipation 
partly originated in \ desire to procure the treasury an exemption from 
compensation, or what is the same thing, it was intended to serve as a 
means to deprive the proprietors of their lawful rights. Furthermore, it 
is quite evident, that even the most trifling commotion would not have 
occurred, if the Captain-General of Puerto Rico's offer of assistance on 
perceiving the impending dangers had been Accepted. Neither is it less 
certain that the oormal order could have been re-established subie- 
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quently. His Majesty's government by presenting to royal assent the 
emancipation of the negro slaves, which the governor-general had taken 
upon hinq^lf to grant, has adopted the act as its own. It has also from 
the v«7 beginning been considered that the insurrection could not be 
viewed «as sufficient foundation for the act. This is clearly to be seen 
from the wording of the rojral mandate on which the emancipation is 
made a concession " to the lively" wishes of the negroes. That his 
late Majesty King Christian Vllf., of glorious and blessed memory, had 
by rescript of 28th July, 1847, given freedom to all children bom of 
slaves in the Danish West India possessions, and at the same time or- 
dained that slavery should finally cease in twelve years, cannot be 
pleaded as a reason that proprietors of slaves are to sustain loss and re- 
ceive no compensation, for the questiou remained open, and had been 
only glanced at by said rescript. It is much to be lamented that the 
emancipation in the manner it took place, and with the circumstances 
with which it was accompanied, induced the slave population, although 
erroneously, to believe that they had overawed the government, and to 
receive the emancipation, not as boon, but rather as a trophy. The bad 
impression which such a management of matters has caused, will ever 
remain, and render the march of administration difficult, for defiance has 
taken the place which only should have been ceded to gratitude. It 
ought here to be observed, that a succession of ordinances bad gradually 
loosed the ties which existed betM^en the master and the slave. What 
heretofore had been esteemed as a favor on the master's part, was by law 
converted into an an obligation, and the slave was not only rendered 
more and more independent of his master, but his sentiments of at 
tachment to him were destroyed. Thus the law made it obligatory on 
the master to cede a negro for his ^eedom when he could pay his full 
value ; a favor which hardly any one had thought of refusing ; thus the 
law bound the master to give his slaves certain little extras for Christ- 
mas, a favor which no one had thought of denying, and thus the law 
compelled the planter to give his negroes the Saturday free ; a boon, 
which hitherto frequently had been granted as a recompense for diligent 
work during the week. But from the moment that the law converted 
into an obligation, that which hitherto had been received as a favor, 
indifference usurped the place of gratitude. Thus, by consecutive inno- 
vations; the state of things . became precarious, the relations insecure, 
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F. 



TABLES OF ROUTES FOR THE PACKETS OF THE ROYAL 
MAIL STEAM PACKET COMPANY, WITH PASSENGER 
FARES FOR INTERCOLONIAL VOYAGES. 

TABLE NO. 1. THE ATLANTIC AND CHAGRES ROUTE.* 

TWICE A MONTH. 



DATES. 


PLACES. 




* 

Distances 

in 

Miles. 


Arrival. Departure. 




19 & 4, noon. 

24 & 9, 10 a.m. 

25 & 10, 4 a. m. 

26 & 11,5 p.m. 
29 & 14, 9 a. m. 

4 & 39, 3 p.m. 
12 & 27, 8 a. m. 
16 & 1, 8 a. m. 

4 & 19, midt. 


2& 17,6p.m. 
21 & 6,5 a.m. 

24 & 9, 4 p. m. 

25 & 10, 10 a. m. 
28 & 13. 6 a. m. 

3 & 18, noon 

1 1 & 26, 1 a. m. 

12 & 27, 4 p. m. 
18 & 3, 6 a. m. 


From Southampton 
To St. ThomRS . . 
,, Santa Martha 
„ Carthagena . . 
,. Chagres . . . 
„ GREY TOWN. 
„ Chagres, . . . 
„ Carthagena . . 
„ St. Thomas . 
., Southampton . 


- 


3622 
690 
105 
280 
240 
240 
280 
795 

3622 


— 


-r— 






9874 





TABLE NO. *2. 



THE JAMAICA AND MEXICAN ROUTE. 
ONCE A MONTH. 



DATES. 


PLACES. 




Distances 

in 

Miles. 


Ajrival. Departure. 


a 


20th. 1 p. m. 
23rd^ 3 p. m. 
29th, 10 a. m. 
30th, 5 p. m. 
5th, 6 a. m. 
13th, 10 a. m. 
16th, 4. p.m. 
17th, 1. a. m. 


20th, 6 a. m. 
20th, 3 p. m. 
24 th, 6 a. m. 
29th, 6 p. m. 
4th, 7 a. m. 
8th 6 a. m. 
13, 4 p. m. 
16, 6 p. m. 


From St. Thomas . . 
To Porto Rico . . 
„ Jamaica . . . 
„ Vera Cruz 
„ TAMPICO . . 
„ Vera Cruz 
„ Jamaica . . . 
„ Porto Rico . 
„ St. Thomas . 


9 • 

• • 


65 

643 

1118 

205 

205 

1118 

643 

65 


— 








4062 
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TABLB NO. 3. THE JAMAICA. AND HAVANA ROUTE. 
• ON'CK A MONTH. 



DATE3. 



Arrival 



5, I p. m. 

7, lu a. in. 

8, 5 p. m. 

P- 

P- 
a 



12, 
IS, 
22, 

27, 



m. 
m. 
m. 



p. m. 



29. (5 p. m. 
1, 8 p. lo. 
1, midt 



Departure. 



5, 6 a. m. 
5. 3 p. m. 
7, noon. 
9, 6 a. m. 

13, 8 a 
1», 4 p. 

24, S a. 

25, 1 p. 
29, S p. 

1, 6 p. 



m, 
m. 
m. 
m. 
m. 
m. 



PLACES. 



Distances , 
in 
Milea. 



From St Thomas.. 
To l*orto Rico... 

„ Jacinel 

„ Jamaica. 

., Havana 

„ HONDURAS 

„ Havana 

„ Jamaica 

„ Jacmel 

„ Porto i^ico... 
„St.Tliomas... 



65 

8S3 
265 
740 
500 

sao 

740 

255 

883 

65 



8S96 



TABLE NO. 4. BARBADOES AND DEMERARA ROUTE. 

TWICE A MONTH. 



DATKS. 



Arrival. 



20 & 5. 11 a. m 
20 & 5, 2 p. m. 
20 & 5, 7 p. 

20 & 5, 11 p 

21 & 6, 9 a. 



m. 
m. I 
m. ! 
21 <Sc 6, 3 p. ni. , 

21 & 6, 8 p. m. ' 

22 & 7, 8 a. m. i 
22 & 7. 3 p. m. ! 
24 & 9, 3 p. m. i 
29 & 14, 2 p. m. ; 
80 & 1\ 5 a. m 
80 & 15, 11 a.ni. 
83 & 15, 5 p. m. 
80 & 15, 11 p.m. 

1 &16, 8 a. m. 
1 & IG, 1 p. m. 
1 & 16, 6 p. m. 

1 & 16. 8 p. m. 

2 & 17, 3 p. m. 



Departure. 



PLACES. 



19 & 4, 6 p. m. 

20 & 6,1 p. m. 

20 & 5, 8 p. m. 
21^ & 5, B p. m. 

21 & 6, 1 a ni. 
21 & 6, 10 a. m. 
21 & 6, 4 p. m. 

21 & 6, 10 p. m. 

22 & 7, 4 a. m. 
22&7,*7 p. m. 
27&12, 6 p. m. 
29 & 14, 6 p. m, 
SOifc 1% 6 a. m. 
3!) & 15, 1 p. m. 
80 & 15, 6 p. m. 
80 & 15, midt 

1 &16, 10a.m, 
1 & 16, 2 p. m. 
1 A; 16, 7 p. m. 
1 & 10, 10 p.m. 



n 
n 

n 

n 
»i 
11 
11 
n 
11 



' Distances 
in 

Miles. 



From St. 'Ihomas... 

ToStKitt'8 

Nevis 

Montserrat .. 

Antio:aa 

Guadaloupe . 
Dominique... 
Martinique.. . . 

St. Lucia 

Tarbadoes.... 
DE ..ERAUA 
Barbadoes . . . . 

St Lucia 

Martinique... 
Dominique... 
Guadaloupe.. 
Antigua.. V. .. 
Montserrat. . . 

Nevis 

St Kitt's.. ., 
St Thomas... 



151 
11 
83 
82 
70 
45 
40 
45 

loo 

892 

892 

100 

45 

40 

45 

70 

83 

83 

11 

151 

1883 
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